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Prologue

Chongqing Municipal People’s Congress Yearbook (2003-2007), a collection of historic records
which provides a faithful description of the city’s efforts to improve democracy and the legal system and
the operations of the Chongqing Municipal People’s Congress (CQMPC) in the past five years, has come
out. It contains complete records on how the Standing Committee of the second session of CQMPC has
performed its functions pursuant to law in the past five years, thus providing an authoritative historic
literature for the public to understand and research the improvement and promotion of democracy and the
legal system and to make a thorough investigation into the CQMPC’ s work. Presenting an extensive body
of varied and faithful information, it reflects the characteristics of our times, and its remarkable value as
precious historical literature and helpful lessons for improving the administrative approach of the
government will certainly grow over time.

Five years is just a blink in the human history, but the past five years was an extraordinary period
forus! During this period, thanks to the profound concern of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) and in the support of the city’s 31 million people of all ethnic groups, we have
experienced a fast and sustained social and economic development, won an impressive victory over the
rare severe flood and drought, and witnessed a spectacular celebration of the 50th anniversary of the birth
of the system of people’s congresses and the 10th anniversary of Chongging as a municipality directly
under China’s Central Government.

In the past five years, fresh progress was registered in improving democracy and legal system.
Basing their work on the city’ s general development strategy and faithfully carrying out their duties
pursuant to the Constitution and law, the people’s congresses at all levels and their standing committees
have had a satisfactory track record of performance as local organs of state power, thereby providing
strong institutional supports and legal guarantees for the economic development and social progress.
Under the leadership of the Chongqing Municipal Committee of the CPC and the guidance of the Standing
Committee of the National People’s Congress, the Standing Committee of the CQMPC has smoothly
integrated the leadership of the Party, the position of the people as masters of the country and the rule of
law. At.the same time, it has made strenuous attempts and accumulated instructive experience in various
areas including local legislation, administrative supervision, discussion and decision-making on material
items, deputy work and its self-improvement.

In the past five years the Standing Committee of the CQMPC has considered and passed 96 local laws
and regulations, heard and considered 40 special work reports of the Municipal Government, the
Municipal Superior People’s Court and the Municipal Superior People’s Procuratorate, conducted 42

runs of law enforcement inspection, examined and put-on-record 234 normative files, made 72
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Prologue

resolutions and decisions, made 1,161 appointments and dismissals of staffs in state organs, transacted
376 motions and 9,285 proposals, formulated or improved 18 regulatory frameworks for the Standing
Committee of CQMPC, and organized 106 researches into material items about the national economy and
the people’s livelihood. Each of these significant achievements is worth going down in history for eternal
memory. These efforts have given strong stimulus to our work in improving and promoting the municipal
governance of law, and made immense contributtion to the city’s reform and opening up, economic
development and social stability.

History provides us valuable object lessons. From the work of the Standing Committee of the
CQMPC in the past five years, we can better appreciate the fact that the system of people’s congresses
adopted in China is an inevitable option to which the historical process has led in response to the economic
and social development.

Now Chongging is faced with unusually favorable development opportunities. The overall
deployment about the city’s development outlined by General Secretary of the CPC, Hu Jintao, known
as “314”plan, has been recognized by the people as their common program for action. Great progress has
been made in the building a pilot area of comprehensive coordinated reforms to balance the urban and
rural development. I have the conviction that, in the spirit of upholding and seeking the truth, holding
high the great banner of socialism with Chinese characteristics, implementing conscientiously the general
instructions on building socialist democracy issued by the 17th National Congress of the CPC, and
handling and solving practical problems encountered in the process of improving democracy and legal
system with the Scientific Outlook and Methodology on Development, we will surely succeed in finding
a way to develop a socialist democracy in line with the Chinese national situation and to further maintain,
improve and develop the system of people’s congresses !

I wish new prospects and successes to the CQMPC’ s work !

Wang Yang
December 29, 2007
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