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g About the Arts

Part One Reading and Translating

H Reading A

First read the passage carefully, then do the exercises and tell your
classmates what the arts are in your opinion.

What Are the Arts?

What does it remind you of when you see the word ‘arts’
written on the page? Maybe you will immediately think of
Picasso’s famous war painting Guernica, Beethoven’s great
work the Fifth Symphony or Charles Chaplin’s soundless
movie Modern Times. Undoubtedly, they are artistic master-
pieces in the human history.

It is said ‘the arts have no cultural boundaries’. People in
the world often share similar artistic tastes. Most people would
agree, for instance, that the music of Mozart is an excellent
artistic success and that the plays of William Shakespeare are
outstanding artistic works of literature. Through the history,
Chinese culture has also produced many paintings as well as
excellent artistic objects like chinaware (%#%).

However, it is not easy to define what the arts are. One reason for this is
that there are a number of different art forms. These include visual art, music,
dancing, performance, etc. And in each form, there still are several groups. For
example, visual art includes drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, com-
puter and video art and so on.
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English for Arts

Another reason why the arts are so difficult to define is
because the individual’s experience with these can be very
personal. Let's take painting as an example. Artists can use
colours, lines, shapes and the overall composition or the
arrangements to express emotions, which can then be experi-
enced by others. But even the same artwork may mean differ-
ent things to different people. Of course, a great painting like
Leonardo da Vinci’s famous picture Mona Lisa can certainly produce strong
feelings in the viewers.

People’s different cultural backgrounds also
add to the difficulty in understanding and defining
the arts. This time let’s take performance as an ex-
ample. Generally speaking, when seeing the clas-
sical Western ballet Swan Lake, people from a
European country can understand it much better
than Eastern people. As for a Beijing Opera, Chinese fans will enjoy it a lot more
than people from Western cultures because they understand what is happening.

Though it is so difficult to define ‘the arts’, all forms have some things in
common. Good artistic works should challenge us to think and bring people
enjoyment. They are not only end products but also new experiences. for un-
derstanding and enjoyment by others. Can you think of an artwork or a perfor-
mance that aroused powerful feelings in you?

NEW WORDS AND USEFUL EXPRESSIONS
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Unit 1 About the Arts 5

Language Practice Exercises

Build Up Your Vocabulary

I. Complete the puzzle by using the clues given below. All the words in the puzzle can be
found in the passage. v = :

Across
1. an act of performing
2. the best example
3. a dramatic form with music, in
which the words are sung

Down
4. akind of waterbird
5. of arts
6. an arrangement of objects to
be painted
7. akind of dancing to music

Il. Choose the appropriate word from those given in the brackets and fill in each blank with one
of them. Change the form when necessary.

(paint, art, literature, culture, visual, symphony)

We have many works in the history from different
clude all kinds of forms like art, performance,
same taste, all agree that Beethoven’s Fifth
of the masterpieces.

backgrounds. They in-
and so on. Though people don't have the
and Da Vinci’s Mona Lisa are two

Reading Comprehension
lll. Decide whether the following statements are True or False according to the passage.

) 1. People in the world always share similar tastes of art.

) 2. The ballet is a Western classical art form, while the Beijing Opera is a Chinese one.
) 3. All forms have some things in common.

) 4. The arts are only end products.

) 5. The arts are difficult to define because of three reasons according to the author.

A~ N~~~

Translation
IV. Translate the following sentences into Chinese, paying attention to the underlined words.

1. Undoubtedly, they are artistic masterpieces in the human history.

2. For example, visual art includes drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, computer and
video art and so on.
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3. Artists can use colours, lines, shapes and the overall composition or the arrangements to ex-

press emotions, which can then be experienced by others.

4. People’s different cultural backgrounds also add to the difficulty in understanding and defin-

ing the arts. This time let’s take performance as an example.

5. They are not only end products but also new experiences for understanding and enjoyment

by others.

B Reading B

First read the passage carefully, and then do the exercises and discuss the topic with

your partner.

The Butterfly Effect in the Arts World

What is the Butterfly Effect? American scientist Lorenz says it is the Chaos
Theory (IRili#li). He explained this theory vividly by saying that when a
butterfly in South America flaps its wings it could cause a tornado in Texas,
America. This idea shows a tiny thing, sometimes too small to make us notice,
can be the reason for a big event.

If you consider it for a little while, you will find the star effect in the arts
world a little like the Butterfly Effect. Arts stars include all the famous people
who work on the arts like directors, hosts, actors/actresses and singers. Be-
cause of their personal charm they have a lot of supporters who are known as
“fans”. Fans are often young people who want to be like the stars.
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Unit 1 About the Arts 7

Really, great stars, however, try to help others. For instance, the great mu-
sician Schumann suffered a lot in his life, but his music is cheerful and full of
happiness. Some stars also give benefit performances for charity. In addition,
the famous movie star Pu Cunxin once went to see AIDS patients, hoping to get
more people to support them.

The star effect may have a bad side, as with a shooting star that may bring
a disaster if it falls down to the earth. For example, some stars only do good
things for publicity. Another case in point is when a star becomes a spokesper-
son for some questionable medicine in order to get money. The advertisements
on dieting by stars have also had a bad influence on a lot of young girls. One
survey showed 90% of the girls in Hong Kong are below normal in weight, which
is very worrying. Furthermore, some stars avoid taxes or lead an extravagant
life. Such stars are bad role models for the young.

Everything has two sides, good and bad. The star effect is not an exception.
If stars agree that the arts have a moral side and that artists should aim to show
“good morals and excellent skills”, we can enjoy the butterflies’ beauty and won't
suffer from tornadoes. You see, if you are a star, your little action can have big
effects. Now, can you think of other examples of the Butterfly Effect in the arts
world?
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Language Practice Exercises

Build Up Your Vocabulary

l. Reorder the letters and make up a correct word. The first letter of each word is circled to
help you. '

1. ir@rtceo 2. h©rma 3. nu(Dnlfeec 4. tosth
5.ciunMsai 6. s@kcrise 7.leh©rfeu 8. o@rct

Il. Choose the appropriate word from those given in the brackets and fill in each blank with one
of them. Change the form when necessary.

(model, skill, star, fan, effect)

Arts ______ may have very important effects on young people and they have a lot of ____.
Unluckily, it seems that it is eésier to find more examples for its bad ______ than for good effects.
Some stars are good role ____ for the young. Some are not. Ideally, stars will show good morals
and excellent ____ for young people to copy.
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Reading Comprehension
lll. Decide whether the following statements are True or False according to the passage.

) 1. The Chaos Theory is an idea initiated by English scientist Lorenz.
) 2. Fans are young people who want to be like the stars.

) 3. Two stars are mentioned in the passage as good models.

) 4. Some stars only do good deeds for the sake of themselves.

) 5. The star effect has two sides, either good or bad.

e e e

"
::C Translation L
:cj IV. Translate the following sentences into Chinese, paying attention to the underlined words.
fc:_n 1. This idea shows a tiny thing, sometimes too small to make us notice, is the reason for a big
g event.
2. Arts stars include all the famous people who work on the arts like directors, hosts, actors/ac-
tresses and singers.

3. Some stars also give benefit performances for charity.

4. Another case in point is when a star becomes a spokesperson for some questionable medi-
cine in order to get money.

5. Furthermore, some stars avoid taxes or lead an extravagant life.

Part Two Listening and Speaking

Sample Conversation 1

A: Look, this picture was taken at the entrance of the Louvre.

B: It's a good picture. The Louvre looks beautiful.

A: ltis the French National Museum and has collected about 40, 000 arts works from all over the
world.

B: How many exhibition sections does it have?

Eight. They are Near Eastern Antiquities, Greek and Roman Antiquities, Egyptian Antiquities,

paintings, sculptures and so on. »

Do you know the top three collections in the world that are held in the Louvre?

Sculptures the Venus and the Winged Victory and the oil painting Mona Lisa.

In fact, the Louvre itself is a master arts building.

Yes, nearly all the sections have wonderful murals and embossments on their walls and roofs.

Well, do you know who designed the glass Louvre Pyramid?

Chinese American architect |. M. Pei.

The Louvre is really the largest, oldest and most famous art galleries in the world.

It is an honor to visit it.

=
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Sample Conversation 2

Hello, Mike! What's your plan for the Chinese New Year Eve?

I'm going to watch the CCTV Spring Festival Evening Gala. | hear it usually lasts four hours!

Yes, it has already become a Spring Festival tradition for Chinese.

So there are different kinds of programs?

Yes, besides solos, choruses, solo dances and group dances, the gala has opuscules, magic

shows, cross-talks, acrobatics and so on.

I think it is not easy to prepare for the gala.

Of course, the number of the actors and other staff behind the scene is more than 1 000. They

are in rehearsal for about half a year.

B: This grand party must be terrific.

A: To be true, it's indeed difficult to cater for all tastes. The organizing staff must plan carefully to
attract audiences.

B: | will sample it tonight.

A: Have a good time. Don't forget to tell me what you think of the gala.

> > o>

>

B: 1 will.

Sample Conversation 3

(On the plane to Wellington)

A: Hi, I'm Wang Hong from China.

B: Hi, ’'m Henry. I'm a New Zealander. What are you going to Wellington for?

A: Tl have a six-week tour in New Zealand and I'm going to visit the New Zealand International
Arts Festival.

B: Lucky you! It's a biennial festival.

A: 1 know. Have you got anything to tell me about the festival?

B: It is the largest cultural event and exists to celebrate the best arts entertainment around the
world and within New Zealand.

A: What sorts of activities does it have?

B: It offers a range of programs featuring opera, theatre, dance, music, visual arts and literature.

A: ltis said the opera Tea by American Chinese musician Tan Dun will be on show.

B: He will also conduct the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra.

A: | won't miss it!

B: Enjoy your holiday!

NOTES
the Louvre e
Near Eastern Antiquities I ERM

Greek and Roman Antiquities WA Bl B SR



