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Prelude

In the early summer of 2006, the 11th Sino—American Conference
on Education was held successfully by Taiyuan Normal University in the
famous historical city—Taiyuan. All together more than 80 experts, in-—
cluding the educationists from America, the principals from various uni—
versities participated this conference.

The 11th Sino—American Conference on Education, which is a col—
laboration of faculty and administrators from Shanxi Education Association
for International Exchange and CUNY, is born with the background of
economic globalization and educational internationalization. Its appearance
supplies an internationalized platform for studying the high education sit—
uation in Shanxi and offers a great opportunity for Shanxi educators to
learn from U.S. higher institutions, as well as gives the friends across the
ocean a chance to know us well. Since 1985, the Sino—American Con—
ference on Education has been held successively 10 times. By now, it
has become the bound of Shanxi and NU high educational circles and
the bridge of the two countries. In recent 20 years, the experts in uni—
versities and colleges in Shanxi, associated with the colleagues in NU
city, has made deep and widespread exchange and research in the as—

pects of a series of theoretical and practical topics, such as education
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thoughts, education innovation, education methodology, teaching methods,
community colleges, cooperative education, creative minds, students’ so—
cial responsibilities, economic development and spiritual civilization, think
tanks, the transformation of thinking patterns, centers for advanced tech—
nology, computer net and English teaching and so on. In addition, the
two parties gradually strengthen the inter communication and cooperation
and have made amounts of tremendous achievements, which are embodied
in the practice of Shanxi higher education innovation.

The theme of the 11th Sino—American Conference on Education is
“the high education should serve for cooperation enhancement and the
harmonious development. The aim of the conference is to promote the
exchange between the Shanxi and U.S. high education, to confirm the
new developmental trend of the international high education, to lay out
the new strategy and new road that the Shanxi high institutions should
serve the Shanxi economic development and the “four important projects” .
By the way of topic discussion on information exchange, scene visit, as—
certaining projects substantial achievements will be made.

According to the custom of the conference, members of the CUNY
Delegation in the conference are divided into 7 key groups, the
University Science Park, Workforce Development and Lifelong Learning,
Literature, History and Social Responsibility, Teaching With Technology,
Computer Information Technology, English as a Second Language (ESL /
TOEFL), and Teacher Education. Each group has separately visited some
Colleges and Universities in Shanxi, conducted academic communication
on certain cooperative projects with other groups and simultaneously
confirmed the new cooperative projects on the basis of fully discussion.

Like the previous ten conferences, this one has achieved the expect—
ed goal of the holder and the participants. The Shanxi educators and the
colleagues from CUNY conduct fully communication. The communication

will not only enlarge the cooperation on mutual business—which would



definitely promote the Shanxi high education, but also enhance the
friendship between the two countries further. As what Doc. Mentyi Tang.,
one of the US. delegates says, “the reason for the importance Sino—Ameri—
can Conference on Education is not because its scale or influence, but
because it presents a new relationship of cooperation between nations,
which is based on mutual respect, equality and permanent cooperation.”
As the old saying goes, it is such a delight to have friends coming
from afar. We both hope that China and U.S. would exchange and com-
municate in more and wider fields from now on. Wish the friendship tree

we cultivate together be ever green.
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