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Facts about American Indians Today
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American Indians are the native people in America, but was there any

single federal or tribal criterion for a person’s identity as an Indian? What

are the current conditions of American Indians today? What about the

reservation , taxes, law and gaming regulations?

1 No single federal or tribal criterion establishes a
person’s identity as an Indian. Tribal membership is

criteria of the tribe from

determined by the en
which Indian blood may be derived, and this varies with

each tribe. Generally, if linkage to an identified tribal
member is far removed, one would not qualify for
membership.

2 To be eligible for Bureau of Indian Affairs services,
an Indian must be a member of a tribe recognized by the
federal government, be of one-half or more Indian blood
of tribes indigenous to the United States; or must, for

some purposes, be of onefourth or more Indian

y. By legislative and administrative decision, the
its, Eskimos and Indians of Alaska are eligible for
BIA services. Most of the BIA’s services and programs,
however, are limited to Indians living on or near Indian
reservations.

3 The Bureau of the
who declares himself or herself to be an Indian. In 1990 the

Census figures showed there were 1,959,234 American

us counts anyone an Indian

enrollment [ in'reulment ]
n. B, HE
linkage [ 'linkidz] n. B

CRE 1)

ancestry | 'sensistri | n.

il

Aleut ['eliut] n. P&
A

Eskimo [ 'eskimsu] n.
FHTHEEN

census [ 'sensss| n. P

L&
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Indians and Alaska Natives living in the United States
(1, 878, 285 American Indians, 57, 152 Eskimos, and
23,797 Aleuts). This is a 37. 9 percent increase over
the 1980 recorded total of 1,420,000. The increase is
attributed to improved census taking and more self-
identification during the 1990 count.

4 Why are Indians sometimes referred to as Native
Americans? The term, Native Américan, came into
usage in the 1960s to denote the groups served by the
Bureau of Indian Affairs: American Indians and Alaska
Natives (Indians, Eskimos and Aleuts of Alaska).
Later the term also included Native Hawaiians and
Pacific Islanders in some federal programs. It,
therefore, came into disfavor among some Indian
groups. The preferred term is American Indian. The
Eskimos and Aleuts in Alaska are two culturally
distinct groups and are sensitive about being included
under the Indian designation. They prefer Alaska
Native. How does one trace Indian ancestry and become
a member of a tribe?

5 The first step in tracing Indian ancestry is basic

S

research if one does not already have
specific family information and documents that identify
tribal ties. Some information to obtain is: names of
ancestors; dates of birth; marriages and death; places
where they lived; brothers and sisters, if any; and,
most importantly, tribal affiliations. Among family
documents to check are Bibles, wills, and other such
papers. The next step is to determine whether one’s
ancestors are on an official tribal roll or census by
contacting the tribe. What is a federally recognized
tribe?

6 There are more than 550 federally recognized tribes

in the United States, including 223 village groups in

2 | unit 1 Facts about American Indians Today
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Alaska. Federally recognized means these tribes and
groups have a special, legal relationship with the U. S,
government., This relationship is referred to as a
government-to-government relationship.

7 A number of Indian tribes and groups in the U. S,
do not have a federally recognized status, although
some are state-recognized. This means they have no
relations with the BIA or the programs it operates. A
special program of the BIA, however, works with those

groups seeking federal recognition status. Of the 150

for federal recognition received by the BIA
since 1978, 12 have received acknowledgment through
the BIA process, two groups had their status clarified
by the Department of the Interior through other means,
and seven were restored or recognized by Congress.

8 Reservations., In the U. S, there are only two kinds
of reserved lands that are well-known; military and
Indian. An Indian reservation is land reserved for a

its other land areas to the U.

tribe when i
S. through treaties. More recently, Congressional acts,
Executive Orders, and administrative acts have created
reservations. ‘Today some reservations have non-Indian
residents and land owners.

9 There are approximately 275 Indian land areas in

the U. S. administered as Indian reservations

( reservations, communities,

etc. ). The largest is the

Reservation of some 16
million acres of land in Arizona, New Mexico, and
Utah. Many of the smaller reservations are less than
1,000 acres and the smallest is less than 100 acres. On
each reservation, the local governing authority is the
tribal government.

10 Approximately 56, 2 million acres of land are held

in trust by the United States for various Indian tribes

petition [ pi'tifon] n. i#
L Hk

relinquish [ ri'linkwi] ]
v. B BF L

pueblo [ pju:'eblou] n.
LHMmIEEPEENFE
FERIRE

rancheria [ reentfo'ri ]
n (BIFERMER
13 [ 74w AR ) ER AR
BRI

Navajo [ 'neevehau ] n.
NREANGEEHREKH
BRI
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and individuals. Much of this is reservation land;
however, not all reservation land is trust land. On
behalf of the United States, the Secretary of the
Interior serves as trustee for such lands with many
routine trustee responsibilities delegated to BIA
officials.

11 The states in which reservations are located have
limited powers over them, and only as provided by
federal law. On some reservations, however, a high
percentage of the land is owned and occupied by non-
Indians. Some 140 reservations have entirely tribally
owned land.

12 Taxes. Indians pay the same taxes as other
citizens with the following exceptions: federal income

P

taxes are not levied on income from trust lands held for

them by the United States; state income taxes are not
paid on income earned on an Indian reservation; state
sales taxes are not paid by Indians on transactions made
on an Indian reservation; and local property taxes are
not paid on reservation or trust land.

13 Laws. As U. S. citizens, Indians are generally
subject to federal, state, and local laws. On Indian
reservations, however, only federal and tribal laws

apply to members of the tribe unless the Congress

provides otherwise. In federal law, the Assimilative
Crimes Act makes any violation of state criminal law a
federal offense on reservations. Most tribes now
maintain tribal court systems and facilities to detain

tribal members certain offenses within the

boundaries of the reservation.

14 Indian Gaming Regulations. Indian land is not
under state law unless a federal law places it under state
law. The Supreme Court held that even if a tribe is

under state law the state gaming regulations do not

4 | Unit 1 Facts about American Indians Today
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£

otherwise [ 'adowaiz ]

adv. AN[A] 3, 5189 7 X

be convicted of # & i
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apply on Indian trust land. In 1988 Congress passed the
Indian Gaming Regulatory Act. This law allows
bingo bingo [ 'bingeu] n. EH
334

land. However, it requires a tribal/state compact for pull tab HR4%
lotto ['loteu] n. A

other forms of gaming such as cards or slot machines.

Today there are about 145 tribal-state gaming Bk
Nearly 130 tribes in 24 ke | T il R
ts. stat
compacts. Nearly tribes in 24 states are involved in | £

some kind of gaming. The National Indian Gaming
Commission was established by Congress to develop

regulations for Indian gaming.

From http://www. nativeamericans. com/Today. htm
1,105 words

Word Study

identity [ ai'dentiti | n. who or what a particular person or thing is
She experienced a loss of identity after giving up her career to get married.
WAERF LB 2 5 A —FR R PR ET AR,
identify [ai'dentifai | v. show or prove the identity of
I found it hard to identify with any of the characters in the film.
XX ERY LA AT £ AR LA L] o
determine [ di'toxmin] v. to form a firm intention or decision
The court determined that the man was guilty of assault.
BEBERT AL TRIEASE,
criterion [ krai'tiorion] n. (p/ criteria) standard by which sth. is judged
Our proposal failed to meet the criteria established by the government, so
they gave us no funding.
AT BT & BUN# E R , BRI TA BT B RRATT
derive [di'raiv] v. to obtain (especially something non-material) from
But, oh, how much I must miss, and how much pleasure you seeing ones
can derive from watching and hearing the interplay of speech and movement in

the unfolding of a dramatic performance!

Unit 1 Facts about American Indians Today | 5
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ETELEB!

qualify [ 'kwolifai] v. to (cause to) reach a necessary standard, e. g. of

R IREEE

knowledge, ability, or performance
Spending a week in Russia doesn’t qualify you to talk about it as an expert.
TERD Wik — BT BB HEIRBAE R EN LR,
eligible [ 'elidzobl | adj. having the right or proper qualifications
Anyone with an annual income of under £5 000 may be eligible to apply.
JUEATE 5000 e85 LA & 2] H1 4
indigenous [ in'didzines ] adj. belonging naturally (to a place) ; native
She contrasts the rights that were granted to French exiles with rights
denied to indigenous people.
fbols 2 B P BCE A BOBUR) 5 SR A R AR HEAT T XL
attribute [o'tribjuit ] v. regard sth. as belonging to, caused by or produced by
sb. /sth.
She attributes their success to their teacher’s encouragement and hard
work.
bR At AT %) S VA B 2 U B B R A %S T
denote [di'nout | v. indicate sth.
These nouns denote the faculty of thinking, reasoning, and acquiring and
applying knowledge.
X2 R ER R S HERE R GEGE AR RE T .
sensitive [ 'sensitiv | adj. easily offended or emotionally upset; understanding
people who are able to understand other people’s feelings and problems
This is such a sensitive issue that perhaps the press should not be told.
B — N U [R]E, 2V AN R VR LA
When I need advice, he is a helpful and sensitive friend.
KRBT EE Mt B, B ME AR K
designation [ dezig'neifon | n. name, title or description
This designation as the center of excellence carries an assortment of
responsibilities.
XS O RFRS B E — R 5T
affiliation [o/fili'eifon] n. link or connection made by affiliating

The attachment process occurring between a parent and offspring that

6 | Unit 1 Facts about American Indians Today
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usually begins at the time of birth, is the basis for further emotional
affiliation, and influences the child’s physical and psychological development.

SRS F A4 (B RK AN R RTE B AR , R E BT AR — R 1R T .
XA SRR IR R R, R E ST ARMOEEE .
subject [ 'sabdsikt | adj. obliged to obey something/somebody; under the
authority of

All such gatherings are subject to the laws on political meetings.

A R E ST ZHRBURESELSHER.
recognition [ rekog'nifon] n. the state of being accepted as legal, real, or
valuable; the fact of knowing someone or something; recognizing or
being recognized

The new government has not yet received recognition from other
countries,

IXANHBUR 1 AR A5 2 H A E K B A .

She hoped she would avoid recognition by wearing dark glasses and a hat.

B b SRR T, A B AR R
status [ 'steitos | n. one’s social, legal or professional position or rank in relation
to others

My promotion brings into question the status of certain other members of
staff.

ARG » FELCHR 53 WAL AR 1 R
acknowledgment [ ok 'nolidzment | n. the act of acknowledging

He was given a gold watch in acknowledgment of his work for the
company.

N1 REAK 2 B PR 5Tk, A G A f— 3R
clarify [ 'kleerifai ] v. (cause something to) become clear or easier to understand

When will the government clarify its position on the problem of equal pay
for woman?

R Ao] ik 42 ) B X 55 2 [] I ) P ) R 9 7. 3% W 2
delegate [ 'deligeit |

v. to give (part of one’s power, rights etc. ) to someone else for a certain
time;

n. one chosen or elected by others to express their views (eg. at a meeting

or conference)
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