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Preface to Chinese Translation of Atlas of Science Literacy

Project 2061 is pleased that the first volume of Atlas of Science Literacy is now available in China.
The Chinese translation of Atlas is a companion to Science for All Americans and Benchmarks for Science
Literacy, which also have been published by Popular Science Press. Science for All Americans describes
the knowledge and skills in science, mathematics, and technology that every adult should possess to
be considered literate, and Benchmarks lays out the cognitive steps along the way to achieving that
literacy. Now, to help promote more coherence in the K-12 curriculum, Atlas of Science Literacy

articulates the conceptual connections among these steps.

To achieve coherence, a curriculum must build new ideas and skills on earlier ones, both within each
grade and across grades. Atlas of Science Literacy makes explicit the connections among important science,
mathematics, and technology topics and suggests K-12 learning trajectories on each topic. A coherent
curriculum makes it possible for students to encounter ideas at increasingly more sophisticated levels
as they progress through their schooling, thus developing their ability to make sense of the world

around them.

Atlas of Science Literacy is being widely used in the United States by a variety of educators.
Developers of curriculum materials are using it to guide their decisions about the sequencing of key
ideas within and across grades. Teachers are using it to identify prerequisites to the ideas they are
teaching. Assessment developers are using it to design sets of items or tasks that can probe whether
students have achieved the specified goals for learning. And teacher educators are using it to prepare
new teachers to recognize the attributes of a coherent curriculum and how that coherence can be used to

enhance their students’ learning.

Our hope is that Atlas will be useful in stimulating and guiding the improvement of education in China
as well. It is our belief that a world where all citizens are literate in science, mathematics, and

technology will be a healthier and safer place to live.

Project 2061 and the American Association for the Advancement of Science are grateful to the Chinese
Association for Science and Technology for stimulating the translation of Atlas of Science Literacy and
to Popular Science Press for publishing this volume. We look forward to working with our colleagues in
both organizations to bring the second volume of Atlas of Science Literacy to Chinese educators in the

very near future.

Jo Ellen Roseman, Ph.D
Director

AAAS Project 2061
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