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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO THE XINJIANG UYGUR AUTONOMOUS REGION

In this picture album we intend to present to our readers the
real Xinjiang, instead of the snowy, windy border area
described by ancient poets, or the barren deserts fearful to
the explorers, but the Xinjiang as it is today, completely
stripping its veil of mystery.

One who has never been to Xinjiang can not tell how big the
country is. Xinjiang is a vast area with more than 1.6 million
square kilometers covering one sixth of the total area of
China, more than 4 times the size of Japan or 10 times the
size of Jiangxi Province. Xinjiang shares a boundary of over
5,000 kilometers with Mongolia, Russia, Kazakhstan,
Kirghizstan and Tadzhikistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan and
India. With high Mountains alternating with basins from north
to south, Xinjiang is topographically described as “Two
basins sandwiched by three mountains”, with the Altay
Mountains lying at the north, the Kunlun mountains at the
south, and the Tianshan Mountains across the centre,
separating the region into two parts, southern Xingiang and
northern Xinjiang, with the Junggar Basin in the north and the
Tarim Basin in the south, contrasting and complimenting
each other. The Tianshan Mountains are highly majestic, with
countless towering peaks. It is the largest mountain range in
Asia. While the Tarim Basin is the largest basin of our
country, with an area of more than 530, 000 sq. kilometers.
The towering snow —covered peaks stand high in the horizon
like a huge white jade screen, forming a world of glaciers
known as the “solid reservoir”. The melted snow from the
mountains converges into rivers and streams surging down to
irrigate the oases. There are over 300 rivers and lakes in
Xinjiang which are fed by the melted snow, among them are
the major rivers of the Tarim, the Ili, the Ertix, the Ulungur,
and the Manas. The lower reaches of the rivers block to form
about 100 lakes, big and small. The better known among
them are the Ebinur, the Bosten, the Ulungur, the Sayram,
the Heavenly Lake and the Kanas. Many alpine lakes are
known for their beauty, attracting tourists from all over the
world.

Xinjilang is also a vast region filled with natural resources,
and known as a huge treasure trove yet to be developed.
Even though Xinjiang is known as a dry land with limited
precipitation, it does not lack rivers or underground water,
and its annual run —off is equivalent to the combined run — off
of the Huai river, the Yellow River, and the Hai river. 50
million mu of wasteland has been cultivated by villagers both
sides of the Tianshan Mountains meriting for Xinjiang the
name of “The land full of fish and rice”, in addition to the
grain, cotton, fruits and melon that are known far and wide,
are the Turpan grapes and Hami melons. In the

stockbreeding area, and land is covered with 1, 200, 000, 000
mu of verdant pastures dotted with sheep and cattle like
white clouds on a sea of grass. Xinjiang is home of the fine —
wool sheep and the ‘heavenly horse’. In the primitive forest
zones 50 kilometers wide and several thousand kilometers
long, towering trees block out the sun, just like a green jade
waistband around the mountains. The dense forests are
home to many rare species of birds and animals, and the
source of precious medicinal herb and rare kinds of fur.

The underground mineral reserve of Xinjiang is inexhaustible.
Mineral of over 100 kinds have been ascertained. Along the
northern slope of the Tianshan Mountains is a wide and long
coal zone and the estimated coal reserve accounts for one
third of the total in the land, second to no other province in
China. The iron deposits are widely dispersed and
considerable in reserve. The dimension of Xinjiang's salt and
salt hills are unprecedent. None —ferrous metals, mica,
spar, jade, gems and other precious mineral deposits. Oil —
drilling wells towering on the Tarim, the Junggar, and the
Turpan basins look like a dense wood and with oil drills as
trees, and several booming oil towns have been set up
overnight, among them, Karamay, which is a bright pearl of
China’ s petroleum industry.

Xinjiang was called the Western Region in ancient times, and
has been an integral part of China since antiquity. As early
as 138 BC. the Han Dynasty court sent Zhang Qian as an
envoy to the “Western Region” and in 60 BC. the Han
Dynasty officially established an administrative institute —the
Xiyu Duhufu to govern the whole region, then the economic
and cultural exchanges between the East and the West
reached its apex in the Tang Dynasty. Xinjiang, as the key
pass of the Silk Road, many cultural relics and ruins have
been left from that time, among them are ruins of Gaochang
city and the Kuga Thousand —Buddha caves. These sights
have become “musts’ for all tourists.

Xinjiang is a multi —nationality region with a population of
more than 17 million, among them, the Uygur is the major
ethnic group, the others are the Han, Kazak, Hui,
Mongolian, Kirgiz, Xibe, Tajik, Uzbek, Manchu, Daur,
Tartar and Russian, totaling 13 nationalities. Since 1953, 5
autonomous prefectrues and 6 autonomous counties have
been founded one after another. On October 1, 1955, the
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous Region was founded, and as a
member of the big family of our nation, the people of all
nationalities in Xinjiang, live and work in harmony, fraternal
unity, equality and mutual aid, and are striving to build a
new, socialist Xinjiang.
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The office building of the autonomous NPC in the People’s Square

Urumqi

Urumgi sits on the northern slope of the Tianshan Mountains with the Turpan - Shanshan —
Toksun Basin to the east, the Junggar Basin to the north, and the Changji Plains to the west,
covering an area of 11 440 sq. km. It has 6 districts and a county under its jurisdiction, and a
total population of 1 548 700 of 38 ethnic groups. Urumgqi is the political, economic, and
cultural centre of the Xinjiang Autonomous Region, and the most inland city in the world.
Since ancient times, Urumgqi has been an excellent grazing and hunting ground for ethnic
nomadic tribes. In Mongolian, Urumqi means an excellent “Pastureland”, also “Wrestling”, ”
Fenced hunting” and "Rich and Populous”.

During the Eastern Han Dynasty and the Western Han Dynasty, Urumgqi was called “Bei Ting
(Northern Court)” and "Jie Guo”. It was under the jurisdiction of “Bei Ting” of the Tang Dynasty
when the famous Luntai city was built.

After the Qing Dynasty quelched the Junggar revolt, an earthern wall was build around the
city, and it was officially named Urumgi. Later on, it became a thriving city with troops and
commercial caravans. In 1884, the tenth year of the reign of Guang Xu Emperor, Xinjiang
became a province, and Urumqi was chosen as its provincial seat.

Xinjiang was peacefully liberated on September 25, 1949, and on October 1, 1955, the Xinjiang
Uygur Autonomous Region was founded. Urumgi is now becoming a modern city, surrounded
by industrial districts, coal mines and textile mills on the southern suburb, iron and steel base
on the southern suburb and cement works and power stations on the eastern suburb, and a
modern petrochemical plant on the northern suburb. There are also 6 state-run farms and a
suburban county which supply the city with meat, fish, milk, eggs, vegetables, and fruit.
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R AEIL R (/ML )  Beijing Road on the Western Suburb boulevard

FREmRBEER (#B/\LUHE )  Street scene of South Xinhua Road
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Hongshan Department Stone
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New picture of an old town -
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Racecourse for the Nationality Games S/NL#E ) Palace of Science
on the southern suburbs

People’s Theatre
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HEEEANS (ZPR#E ) Inside a guesthouse (RETRI 2 4C 20 (287N ) Islam Seminary







Riis (BELHE ) Airport 75 R A2 ( ZEME ) Custom Building

KEFEUE (#8/MUH ) South Railway Station
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Mw—FS (HIEEE ) A corner of a peaceful place




