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Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to China,
welcome to Guangzhou! As a well-known city,
Guangzhou will greet every one who comes
from afar with its brand-new look. | am very

glad to give you a brief introduction to

‘Guangzhou. It is the capital of Guangdong

Province and the center of politics, economy,
science and technology, education and culture
of the province. Under its jurisdiction there are
ten districts-Dongshan, Liwan, Yuexiu,
Haizhu, Tianhe, Fangcun, Baiyun, Huangpu,
Panyu and Huadu, and the 2 county-level cities
of Zengcheng and Chonghua. The area of the

city is very large. Guangzhou is located on the

" Pearl River Delta and neighbors Hong Kong and

Macao. As the City of Flowers, Guangzhou, as
is known to all, enjoys mild weather and
blossoming flowers all the year round.

Guangzhou is a city with a long history and
splendid culture. In the 9th century BC (Zhou
Dynasty) , the Chu State sent a minister to the
place where the Baiyue people lived. They
submitted to Chu, and since then, the name of
Chuting has come into being. There were then
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exchanges between the Baiyue people in
Guangzhou and the people of the Chu State. As
early as 226 AD, Sun Quan, the King of Wu in
the period of the Three Kingdoms divided
Jiaozhou District into two administrative regions,
Jiaozhou and Guanghzou, and the name
“Guangzhou” came into being. Guangzhou’s
famous nicknames— “Yang” ( the City of the
Ram) and “Sui” (the City of the Ear of
Grain) —come from a delightful legend. It is
said that around the 10th

Guangzhou was in great poverty and people

century BC,

there lived in an abyss of misery. There was no

rain and the soif was so dry that no crops grew,

and wells ran with little water. At this point,
five celestials in different attire came from the
remote South Sea. They rode on five rams
whose mouths carried the ears of grain, gave
the grains to local people and imparted them
with skills to grow grains. The people survived
that period of hard time and gradually lived
better and better. Since then, Guangzhou has
been rich and prosperous and has had an
abundant harvest of all food crops. In order to
commemorate those five kind celestials, they
preserved five stones that were once the five
rams, wishing that they could bless and protect
Guangzhou and its people forever.

The geographical position of Guangzhou is
of great advantage. Located in the mid-south of
Guangdong  Province, Guangzhou is the
transportation, industrial, financial and trade
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_center of South China. It is one of the earliest

special -economic development zones and a
southern gateway to China. Rich natural
resources provide Guangzhou with abundant
industrial resources which attract- numerous
businessmen to invest, and promote the overall
development of the city. With such favorable
conditions, Guangzhou has become a com-
prehensive industrial city. Both heavy industry
and light industry have quickly developed.
Now, Guangzhou has become the production
center of South China. Here you can find

thriving enterprises from many countries.

Guangzhou is the center of Chinese Ling-
nan Culture. Guangzhou has its own cha-
racteristic resplendent culture with its own
special features based on Chinese traditional
culture. Many ancient customs with the
distinctive local features of Guangzhou remain
intact. Cantonese Opera is a typical local opera
that enjoys the name of “Nanguo Ruby”. It is
very popular in Guangzhou. Guangzhou people
like traditional practices very much. Holding
the Spring Flower Festival, dragon boat races,
climbing mountains on the Double Ninth
Festival and lion dancing are their favorite
activities. There are five religions in Guangzhou,
including Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, Catholicism
and Protestantism. There are many places to
practice religious activities.

A Chinese saying goes like this; “It is
delightful to eat in Guangzhou, play in
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Hangzhou and live in Suzhou.” Guangzhou
comes first in China with its many teahouses,
restaurants and hotels. Its food is well-known
for its rich varieties, special flavors, and
exquisite cuisine skills. It also has many styles of
tea. Trying Cantonese Cuisine, one of the eight
Chinese famous cuisine, is definitely a must in
Guangzhou! Cantonese Cuisine contains a
variety of ingredients and produces a unique
fresh and light taste. Well-known dishes are dim
sum, shark’s fin soup, stir-fried crab with ginger
and scallions, and stir-fried beef with black
pepper. The people here dare to eat anything
that is edible, no matter if it flies in the sky,
crawls on the ground or swims in the water.

You may know that Guangzhou is famous
as a hometown for overseas Chinese. It boasts
the largest population of overseas Chinese
people. These overseas Chinese do a great deal
of good for Guangzhou: opening international
markets and bridging Guangzhou and the rest of
the world. They bring Guangzhou on to an
express highway of international development.
Let the world know more about Guangzhou and
the city has access to the advanced intemational
civilization. They also help build many
facilities such as schools, hospitals, sanitariums
and kindergartens which contribute to the
development of Guangzhou.

| hope you now have a better under-
standing of Guangzhou. You now must want to
experience the infinite charm of the vigorous
city.



