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\Foreword . - ) -

8 | am delighted and grateful as the president of the International Federation of Landscape Architects
(IFLA) to Peking University by the invitation to contribute a foreword for the publication of the Student
Competition Exhibition.

Last October was a month of celebration in China. This marked the growing and evolving profession
of landscape architecture and its education in China.

The Chinese Society of Landscape Architecture CHSLA has joined the International Federation of
Landscape Architects (IFLA), and | was delighted that the final outstanding organizational and relationship
matters were constructively resolved.

Another landmark a remarkable Student Competition Exhibition held at the Graduate School of
Landscape Architecture (GSLA) Peking University. Landscape architecture is booming in China, and | am
pleased that the Chinese association is now part of the world body representing our profession.

In addition | contribute at five conference and symposia at different universities in P.R. China and
saw a huge growth in the landscape architecture profession there. The associations agreement to join

IFLA will open many doors for collaboration within the profession and much more affective participation

with other associations and non government organizations likz ours.

It was a great pleasure for me to understand the current system of education of landscape
architects in China and to visit some of the academic institutions which have been established. | also met
representatives of these schools who outlined their intention to develop their education systems towards a
model which integrates landscape planning and landscape design.

| am really impressed by the students in China they ar2 very kind, fresh, studious and progressive.
Especially | was pleased by the eagerness of young people for learning more and more.This will ensure
China continues to play an important part of the world family of landscape architects — the builders of new
landscapes for the new world.

| am also inspiring by the Chinese culture, their beautiful landscape of the rural areas, the amazing
economic development, and the very well organized Universities in Beijing, Xian, Shenzhen, and
Shanghai.

The International Federation of Landscape Architects is the global organization that today
represents landscape architects and landscape planners in some 80 countries around the globe. IFLA
is par excellence; an instrument of international cooperation who help to promote growth, participation,
collaboration and mutual dialogue.

Founded in Cambridge, Britain in 1948, the young IFLA set out to unite the profession worldwide and
chart a co-ordinated direction for the future reconstruction of cities and regions. Whilst remaining a global
organization, IFLA now operates at a regional level. Our aim is to respond better to local members, and to
ensure that cultural diversity is nurtured.

Our three regions are the Central Region which comprises of Europe and Africa, the Western
Region of the Americas and the Caribbean; and the Eastern Flegion of Asia the Pacific and Oceania. Each
Region has its own professional characteristics and challenges. For instance the Eastern Region enjoys a
diversity of cultures and the profession is growing but facing huge demands as cities expand and engorge.

Throughout its activities IFLA has recognized the tasic need to encourage and support the
development of high standards in education and professional practice and its performance. IFLA has
made great efforts towards this and, perhaps more importantly, has promoted the profession in countries
where it is not properly recognized.

Landscape architects are becoming a highly active voice in the urban discourse, arguing for a broad
range of diverse landscapes in and around cities. It is alsc important to stress that landscape design
engages with the constantly evolving planning paradigms so that the values of landscape are one of the
many vectors considered.

Landscape architects can be a driving force on the international scene to bring about changes on
many fronts of human attempt. From energy preservation to survivability of human race, from open spaces
and enclosure planning to fulfillment of spiritual feelings, ard from technical information-based project
proposals to emotional and intuitive artful design exercises - landscape architects, architects, urbanists,
engineers and other design professionals can work together for the noble cause of universal common
good and social well-being.

| commend this publication as a tool to all those who wish to understand the works, the dreams, and

the methods of this young generation of landscape architects in China.

Martha Cecilia Fajardo

President

International Federation of Landscape Architects
February 12, 2006
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