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Preface

by Shen Beihai

ASEAN is short for The Association of Southeast Asian Nations, = !
which is made up of ten member countries, namely, Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Brunei Darussalam,
Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar and Cambodia. With the development of the
relationship between ASEAN and P.R. China, Chinese people are
eager to learn more about the members of the association. In order to
celebrate the 15th Anniversary of China-ASEAN Dialogue Relations
and to welcome the third China-ASEAN Expo and the China-ASEAN
Business and Investment Summit, the Guangxi Nationality Publish-
ing House has published a book series named T#
ASEAN Countrie:  which completely an\“ syste
-readers to the. hlstory s culture of the tté T

b . sa,nsfy those peopl{who indersta about ‘
the culture an?i?ifstor?of thesd ( d wil certainly s engthen |  ondt] :
ties in business, culture and touristh dustry be efi'China and b
ASEAN countries. T L.
Culture is the soul of a nation, and it plays an i n’cre ﬁ

portant role in the developmen,;@f a country or. L On December} -
12, 2005, Chlnesé“ﬁ"mler Wen Jiabao proposec@m trang)ortatlon, ; tfgﬁ’zf;
energy, culture, touri'sﬁl and public health be made the five new ke.y‘ an
areas of China-ASEAN cooperation dwmcm -ASEAN summ 5 ’
Culture has officmﬂ;m become a Hon.

L ?mo. i
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will surely enrich the contents of the cooperation. The establishment
of the free trade zone needs not only the flow of production factors
but also the exchange of culture. Cultural cooperation and exchange
between China and ASEAN can build a stable and attractive cultural
area which will pave the way for commodities and personnel flow.
The active exchanges in culture between China and ASEAN will pro-
vide both sides with a prosperous market for cultural industry. Since
culture plays an important part in the modern world and the process
of building up the China-ASEAN free trade zone, The Cultures of
Ten ASEAN Countries will focus on various aspects of culture in
these countries, and be a valuable series systematically introducing
the culture of ten ASEAN countries to the world.

For more than a century, we have gradually become acquainted
with the westernieountries which are far away from us, but by con-
trast we have be¢ome est,ranged from our neighbors. This series, writ-

‘; ten by a group an dus /Writers who know the cultures and customs

om these countries so that you can find them a
»od chan o know more about the people, their long history
tand nch cultur itions, and thc close relatlonshlp between China

“and her nelghborswhlch has lasted for hundreds of years.
This series will significantly and greatly help to promote cul-

tural exchange and cooperation between China and ASEAN member
countries and help to accelerate the building of the free trade zone.

June 6, 2006
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