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Nobel’s Last Will and Testament

I, the undersigned, Alfred Bernhard Nobel, do hereby, after mature
deliberation, declare the following to be my last Will and Testament with
respect to such property as may be left by me at the time of my death:

The whole of my remaining realizable estate shall be dealt with in the
following way: the capital, shall be invested by my executors in safe securities
and shall constitute a fund, the interest on which shall be annually distributed
in the form of prizes to those who, during the preceding year, shall have
conferred the greatest benefit on mankind. The said interest shall be divided
into five equal parts, which shall be apportioned as follows: one part to the
person who shall have made the most important discovery or invention within
the field of physics; one part to the person who shall have made the most
important chemical discovery or improvements; one part to the person who
shall have made the most important discovery within the domain of
physiology or medicine; one part to the person who shall have produced in
the field of literature the most outstanding works of an idealistic tendency;
and one part to the person who shall have done the most or best work for
fraternity among nations, for the abolition or reduction of standing armies
and for the holding and promotion of peace congresses. The prizes for
physics and chemistry shall be awarded by the Swedish Academy of Sciences;
that for physiological or medical works by the Caroline Institute in Stockholm;
that for literature by the Academy in Stockholm; and that for champions of
peace by a committee of five persons to be elected by the Norwegian
Storting. It is my express wish that in awarding the prizes no consideration
whatever shall be given to the nationality of the candidates, so that the most
worthy shall receive the prize, whether he be a Scandinavian or not.

This Will and Testament is up to now the only one valid, and revokes all
my previous testamentary dispositions, should any such exist after my death.

Paris, 27 November, 1895
Alfred Bernhard Nobel
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George Bernard Shaw
1925538 #E  FRIE-FHAMN (1856—1950) F/R24RBIFK
A FiE

For his work which is marked by both idealism and humanity, its stimulating
satire often being infused with a singular poetic beauty.
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Major Barbara (1905) (2B H /Y

My Fair Lady (1912) (&5 JE4 ) (SURCEELY)

Heartbreak House (1913) {(fi0>2Z %K)

Saint Joan (1923) (Z4r i)

The Apple Cart (1929) (GERZE)

Too True to Be Good (1932) { EAHYEER)



A man’s interest in the world is only the overflow from his interest in
himself. When you are a child your vessel is not vet full; so you care for
nothing but your own affairs. When you grow up, your vessel overflows; and
you are a politician, a philosopher, or an explorer and adventurer. In old age
the vessel dries up, there is no overflow, you are a child again.

' From Heartbreak House

There is nothing so bad or so good that you will not find an Englishman
doing it; but you will never find an Englishman in the wrong. He does
everything on principle. He fights you on patriotic principles; he robs you on
‘business principles; he enslaves you on imperial principles; he bullies you on
manly principles; he supports his king on loyal principles and cuts off his
king's head on republican principles. His watchword is always Duty; and he
never forgets that the nation which lets into duty get on the opposite side to
its interest is lost.

From Napoleon

This is the true joy in life, the being used for a purpose recognized by
yourself as a mighty one; the being thoroughly worn out before you are
thrown on the scrap heap; the being a force of Nature instead of a feverish
selfish little clod of ailments and grievances complaining that the world will not
devote itself to making you happy.

From Man and Superman
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The Gentleman: (returning to his former place on the note taker’s left)
How do you do it, if I may ask?

The Note Taker:Simply phonetics. The science of speech. That’s my
profession, also my hobby. Happy is the man who can make a living by his
hobby!  You can spot an Irishman or a Yorkshireman by his brogue. 1 can
place any man within six miles. I can place him within two miles in London.
Sometimes within two streets.

The Flower Girl: Ought to be ashamed of himself, unmanly coward!

The Gentleman: But is there a living in that? _

The Note Taker: Oh, yes. Quite a fat one. This is an age of upstarts.
Men begin in Kentish Town with £80 a year, and end in Park Lane with a
hundred thousand. They want to drop Kentish Town; but they give themselves
away every time they open their mouths. Now I can teach them—

The Flower Girl: Let him mind his own business and leave a poor girl—

The Note Taker: (explosively) Woman,cease this detestable boohooing
instantly; or else seek the shelter of some other place of worship.

The Flower Girl: (with feeble defiance) I've a right to be here if I like,
same as you.

The Note Taker: A woman who utters such depressing and disgusting
sounds has no right to be anywhere—no right to live. Remember that you are
a human being with a soul and the divine gift of articulate speech, that your
native language is the language of Shakespeare and Milton and The Bible;
and don'’t sit there crooning like a bilious pigeon.

The Flower Girl: (quite overwhelmed, looking up at him in mingled
wonder and deprecation without dar_ing to raise her head) Ah—ah—ah—
ow—ow—Oow—00!

The Note Taker: (whipping out his book) Heavens! What a sound! (He
writes; then holds out the book and reads, reproducing her vowels exactly)
Ah—ah—ah—ow—ow—ow—o0!

The Flower Girl: (tickled by the performance, and laughing in spite of
herself) Garn!

The Note Taker: You see this creature with her kerbstone English, the

6
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English that will keep her in the gutter to the end of her days. Well, sir, in
three months [ could pass that girl off as a duchess at an ambassador’s garden
party. I could even get her a place as lady’'s maid or shop assistant, which
requires better English. That's the sort of thing I do for commercial
millionaires. And on the profits of it | do genuine scientific work in phonetics,

and a little as a poet on Miltonic lines.
From My Fair Lady



