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Throughout history, the Chinese nation has erected thousands of
bridges, which form an important part of her culture.

Ancient Chinese bridges are universally acknowledged and have
enjoyed high prestige in the bridge history of hoth the East and the
West.

It was common practice to build bridge housings or galleries on
timber beam bridges, and a case in point is the Zengyu bridge(all-
weather bridge) built by the Dong people. Situated at Sanjiang Dong
Autonomous County,Guangxi Zhuangzu Autonomous Region, the
Chengyang Bridge across the Yongji River, built in 1916, is a 644m
4-span timber cantilever covered bridge. Each of its 5 piers is
crowned by a pavilion and the decks are roofed by a spacious gallery,
which joins the pavilions. The pavilions not only perform the function
of balance, but have added to the charm and elegance of the bridge as

well.
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