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A Brief Description of San Duo
Tang ('Tri — Poly Hall)

San Duo Tang ( Tri — Poly Hall)is also called the
Grand courtyard of the Cao Family, lies in the central
plain of Shanxi Province, is located in Bei Wang
Village, about S kilometers in the southwest from Taigu
City, and about 500 meters from the 108 National
Highway. [t forms a triangle with the famous Shanxi

scenic spots Jinci, the Grand Courtyard of the Qiao
R S
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Family, and the Draft Bank of Risheng Chang, echoing
one another in the distance.

San Duo Tang (Tri ~ Poly Hall)} is the general
office, and the head management, where the Cao Family
used 1o carry on business decisions, monetary
exchanges, inspection and control, and the headquarters
combining residence, living, recreation and negotiation
into one.

San Duo Tang was originally built at the end of
Ming Dynasty and at the begining of Qing Dynasty,
covering an area of 10600 square meters, consisting of
an inner house and an outer house, including 15 small
courtyards, 3 two  storeyed buildings, 3 halls and 3
main buildings, totaling 277 rooms.

The inner house is composed of 3 courtyards
connected with cornidors, and is 66 meters long, 8
meters wide, 17 meters high with a wall as thick as 1.
6 meter. It is a towering building looking very
magnificent. On the top of the house there are 3
pavilions high up in the air. One can lean on the
railings and enjoy a distant view.

In the outer house there are studies connected
with a stonepaved path about 60 meters long. The
courtyard is surrounded by tall brick walls just like a
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castle. The layout of the construction is in the shape of
the Chinese character #§ meaning longevity.

Within the house, decorations like brick carvings,
wood carvings, stone carvings, coloured drawings,
brackets, upturned eaves, beast heads, etc. are umque
and exquisite, and of different forms, thus adding an
elegant atmosphere of antiquity to the whole structure.

San Duo Tang " s residence and courtyard are very
spacious and splendid. Especially the tall main building
and large — scale halls have broken the strict limitations
set by the Ming and Qing Dynastes, hence fully
expressing the privilege of the feudal government and
the wealth of merchants in respect of architecture.

At the begining of the Liberation, San Duo
Tang’s residence and courtyard were listed as a
protectorate of cultural relic by the local government.
On October 5, 1995 under the attention, support of
Taigu County Party and State, and under the concern
and direction of the provincial and prefectural
leadership, San Duo Tang was opened as San Duo
Tang Museurn for the visit of 1ourists.

On January 12, 1996, San Duo Tang Museum
was listed as Shanxi Provincial key cultural site under

protection,
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