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Unit 1 People

Passage 1
PR [ 12
R —ER 49" BEESR 327
SLPRETTE] : IERRER:

Directions: Read the following passage, and then answer the
questions. For questions 1-5, mark Y (YES) if the statement agrees with the
information given in the passage, mark N (NO) if the statement contradicts
the information given in the passage, and mark NG (NOT GIVEN) if the

information is not given in the passage.

IBM & Iron-Willed Watson

"Tonight we're completing a four-month worldwide tribute to
the most admired man in our company. In truth I believe he's the most
admired businessman in the world. But more importantly I am presenting
a man who has done more for preserving and building the dignity of the
individual in American industry than any other man in history — Mr.

Thomas Watson."

This glowing tribute by his son at IBM's 40th anniversary in 1954
celebrated Thomas Watson's status as international business legend.
How he reached that great summit is an extraordinary rags-to-riches
story. Thomas Watson senior was born in 1874. He grew up in terrible
poverty. The young Watson was determined to be more successful than
his overbearing, violently-tempered father. When he was 18 he took to the

road seeing some hope of escape in the life of a traveling salesman. The



reality failed to match his expectations.

In 1895 after three years of hardship, Watson was saved. Aged 21 he
was offered a job at National Cash Registers — at the time one of the most
aggressive and expansionist businesses in America. It was run by John
Patterson, Watson's first great mentor. He would exert a lasting influence
on both Watson the man and businessman. At NCR Watson was reborn: he
was intelligent, subservient (%145 JF5#7) and nakedly ambitious. Watson
became a rising star. A decade later, Watson, Patterson and others were found
guilty of underpricing, payoffs, bribery and sabotage (& EBEIR) . Watson
refused to accept his crimes; he wrote," I have not done anything that [ am in
the least ashamed of." Then out of the blue, his great mentor and friend fired

him. These two traumatic events would mark Watson for life.

By now there was another great influence in Watson's life — at the
height of the trial, he married Janette Kettridge. Her stern Presbyterian (%
#£:1#)) values would help temper the ruthless commercialism he'd absorbed
at NCR.

The opportunity he was waiting for came in 1914, Watson was made
general manager of CTR, the Computing, Tabulating and Recording
Company. Watson re-branded the company with a name that embodied his
vision of the future, International Business Machines — and so in 1924 IBM

was born.

Legendary salesman, visionary entrepreneur and colossus of capitalism,
Watson helped lay the foundations of the information age. He was driven
by one consuming ambition: to build a new model of corporation, one that
would conquer the world and create an immortal IBM. Within IBM, Watson

created a corporate ethos that reflected his own values and beliefs.

(Words:415)
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1. Thomas Watson is important to his contribution to building the dignity

of the individual in American industry. ()

2. Thomas Watson was lucky enough to become a traveling salesman as

he hoped when he was 18. ( )
3. John Patterson was an influential figure in Watson's life and career. ( )
4. The brand IBM indicates its creator's vision of the future. ()

5. Watson could be seen as one of the founders of the information age. ( )
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Passage 2

B3 58] 152 1
BIUATE . —MREK 3128 BOHESR 253"
SEBREE] . IERRZERL:

Directions:Read the following passage, and then answer the
questions. For questions 1-5, mark Y (YES) if the statement agrees with the
information given in the passage, mark N (NO) if the statement contradicts
the information given in the passage, and mark NG (NOT GIVEN) if the

information is not given in the passage.

Ang Lee with Oscar Win

TAIPEI, Taiwan China — Residents of this leaf-shaped island of 23
million people exulted Monday — Sunday night in Hollywood — as its
native son Ang Lee won the Oscar for best Director for his gay romance

"Brokeback Mountain".

Expectations had been high in the run-up to the ceremony half a
world away, with office workers taking time off to watch live television

broadcasts, and newspapers displaying Lee's photographs across their front
pages.
Lee's brother, Lee Kang, and mother, Yang Si-chuang, 81, watched

the ceremony from Lee Kang's small TV production and film distribution

office in Taipei, together with dozens of local and international media.

When the best director's award was announced, Lee Kang sprang up

and pumped his fist into the air and Yang applauded enthusiastically. "It's
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great to win the award," Yang said. "I am really happy. I hope he pays
attention to his health." Yang expressed regret that her husband, Lee Sheng,

who died in 2004, was not alive to see his son's triumph.

Taiwan's ERA Cable News station said Lee's victory was "the glory
of Chinese all over the world". Its news craw/ (J€475%t) called him "the

Best Chinese Director, the first in Asia".

Lee's triumph marked a stunning proof for someone who failed his
college entrance exams twice — a stinging blow for the son of a high-
school principal who was expected to get ahead in Taiwan's supercharged

academic atmosphere.

Instead he was relegated (FZ%F5 K E) to a place at the National Arts
School, then a lightly regarded vocational school.

But at the NAS Lee discovered the passion for the stage and film that

paved the way for his successful Hollywood career.

Lee's "Brokeback Mountain" triumph was not his first Oscar win. His
kung fu film "Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon," won the Oscar for best
foreign film, best score, best cinematography ($%52) and best art direction
in 2001.

Now a great source of pride to his native island, pictures of Lee fill
the halls of his secondary school in the southern city of Tainan. Also, a
giant Lee's poster adorns the movie theater where he used to watch films as
a child.

(Words:346)

1. "Brokeback Mountain" won Ang Lee the Oscar for best director for his

gay romance. ()

2. Lee Kang, Ang Lee's brother was extremely excited when the director's



award was announced. ()

The failure over his college entrance exams twice never disturbed Ang
Lee.( )

Lee's "Brokeback Mountain" was relatively a more successful triumph

than his "Crouching Tiger, Hidden dragon”. ()

His native island presents its pride greatly in the halls of his secondary

school in the southern city of Tainan. ( )
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Passage 3
PRI 52 B
U E] . —fRESR 45" BR324
SEBRET [E] - IEWREAL

Directions: Read the following passage, and then answer the
questions. For questions 1-5, complete the sentences with the information

given in the passage.

Admiral Richard E. Byrd

In 1928, Admiral Richard E. Byrd embarked on an expedition to
be the first to fly over the South Pole. To the American public, Byrd had
gained a reputation as an aviation pioneer and an explorer of extreme lands.
He'd been credited in 1926 with being the first to fly over the North Pole,
accompanied by pilot Floyd Bennett. Byrd and a crew of 42 men sailed
aboard at New York and landed at an area known as the Ross Ice Shelf.
They carried provisions for 15 months and set up a base they christened
"Little America". Antarctica is the coldest continent on the earth, with an
average temperature of minus 70 degrees Fahrenheit in the interior. In this
frigid land, day and night don't exist. In late September, day breaks over
the land and the sun gradually rises until it hits its apex (T0 &) around
December 21st, then begins to set. From late March on, the continent
experiences perpetual night. To survive this extreme climate, Byrd's crew
took their cues from natives of the Arctic. They wore parkas (U #b X
ZEH KGR 2 #PAX) , pants and boots made from reindeer hide. Byrd

himself was partial to his pair of polar bear pants.



In the late 1920s, most of Antarctica remained unexplored. And Byrd
aimed to fill in the large tracks of unknown on the map by flying over the
manless plains. His exploration claimed large tracks of Antarctica for the
United States. On November 28th, 1929, they set off for the main goal of
the South Pole in a heavily-laden, 4-trimotor aeroplane, the Floyd Bennett,
a homage (#{7&) to his deceased co-pilot and friend. Being so close to the
South Pole, their compasses were useless, so they relied on a sun compass
for direction. They flew across the Ross Ice Shelf and into mountain
ranges. At times the forceful air currents tossed the plane like a cork;
weight was always a concern: the lighter the plane, the higher it could fly.
At one point, they threw overboard 300 pounds of food, and numerous
fuel containers to clear an 11,000-foot mountain pass. Just after midnight,
they reached the South Pole, where Byrd dropped a small American flag,
and they returned to the base. They spent about 19 hours on the trip and
incredibly with no mishaps (K4R) . Throughout his life, the continent had
a hold on Admiral Byrd. In the following decades, he would make 4 more

expeditions to the region in the name of Science and Exploration.

(Words:409)

1. The American public knows Byrd as an aviation pioneer and an

explorer of

2. From late March the continent experiences

3. His exploration claimed large tracks of the Antarctic by flying over the

4. A sun compass was what they used for

5. It took Admiral Richard E. Byrd 19 hours on the return trip without

any
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Passage 4

P [ 52 5
FIVETE] . —RRESR 451 EEEER 420
SEBRETE] IERERL

Directions: Read the following passage, and then answer the
questions. For questions 1-4, mark Y (YES) if the statement agrees with the
information given in the passage, mark N (NO) if the statement contradicts
the information given in the passage, and mark NG (NOT GIVEN) if the
information is not given in the passage. For questions 5-6, complete the

sentences with the information given in the passage.

Everlasting Spring
Short but full of energy for her age, Mrs. Chennault had been invited
to give a speech at Tongji University at the opening ceremony of a

women's studies research centre in Shanghai.

She started the speech with a popular Chinese song, sung in a slightly
rough voice, "I stand alone on the stage and hear the applause, I can't help

my tears. So many failures and so much waiting, 1 tell myself to endure..."

"To be a woman is really not easy!" she said, once she had finished
singing.
People might take that as a slight overstatement (7 i3 H3E) if it came

from any other woman. But coming from Mrs. Chennault, it is fact.

She was already the first female reporter of the Central News Agency

by the age of 20. Married to General Claire Chennault, commander of



the US 14th Air Force, she was the first Chinese-American to work in the
White House, where she worked with eight presidents. In 1972 she was
selected as one of the 70 most influential people in the US. She has aiso

written 53 books.
Woman's trouble

But behind these incredible achievements, Mrs. Chennault, whose

Chinese name is Chen Xiangmei, said her life had not been easy.

"To be a woman, no matter whether in China or in the US, you have
to do more and sacrifice more than others. Even if I worked four hours
longer than others every day, I still suffered repeated setbacks just because

I am a woman."

In 1944 when she got her first job as a reporter, she decided to make
journalism her profession. But what frustrated her was that people cared

less about her work and more about her family background.

In 1980 she returned to the Chinese mainland for the first time since
the revolution in 1949, personally invited by Deng Xiaoping, who held
a banquet in her honor in the Great Hall of the People during the Spring
Festival. "Deng said there is only one Chen Xiangmei in the world, but

there are hundreds of senators," she recalled.
Mrs. Chennault

Her marriage with Claire Lee Chennault stHl seems to be her most

cherished source of memories.

US General Chennault organized over 100 young pilots to help train
the Chinese air force in World War II. Chen went to interview him in

Yunnan Province, an event that marked the beginning of their love story.

After the War of Resistance against Japan (1937-45) , the young

reporter was dispatched to work in Shanghai. The general also set up an

S SRR B e
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