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Wang Fuping, Shanzairen(a mountainous villager) as
his pen name, born in Shunchang County of Fujian in 1965,
is native to Hui’ an County.He ever took regular college
courses for the bachelor’ s degree. He works as a member of
the CCP, senior political officer and photographer.Besides,
he is a specially—invited correspondent on the newspaper,
China Building Materials, member of Fujian Photographers
Association and Fujian Youth Photographers Association.
As a representative of Fujian Building Materials
Domination Corporation, Mr Wang was appointed by Fujian
Provincial Party Committee to work as Secretary of Yantai
Village Party Branch in Chendong in July,2004.At present,
he is a deputy section chief of Fujian Cement Corporation on
the stock market, attached to Fujian Building Materials
Domination Corporation.

“I like photographing much more than anything else,
the lifetime pursuit doesn't mean the loss of life goals” is

true to his career in photography.In the past many years,
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more than 1,500 articles and photographic works have been
published in over 40 newspapers and magazines like
People's Daily, Civil Photographs, Fujian Daily, China
Tourism and Fujian Pictorial.Meanwhile, over 40
photographic works have been either listed into the
Collection of China Photographers’ Works or awarded in
contests ranging from city to nationwide.Up to now, he has
given three shows of his works in his own name.In Nov,2006,
an album of photos and prose by Wang Fuping, Thoughts
and Feelings of Tulou(The Earth Buildings)came out.
Eventually, CCTV7, China Photographs, Fujian Daily and
Fujian TV specially reported his excellent achievements
entitled “An Appointed Countryside Cadre’ s Feelings and
Thoughts of Tulou” . &2
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It was in 1972, that is, during “the Chinese Cultural
Revolution” , that I first got to know Fujian Tulou. At that
time, [ went to Longyan and Zhangzhou Prefectures of Fujian
Province from Hunan and Jiangxi Provinces. On the way [
happened to see these unique earth buildings in Southwest
Fujian and became attracted by them. This trip was intended
for those revolutionary cultural relics and I couldn’ t make a
thorough exploration into Tulou. Exactly, I began to acquire a
better knowledge of Tulou after the 1990s. Up to now, I can
hardly remember how many times I have been to Tulou for the
sake of Tulou’ s entry into the World Cultural Heritage. In
spite of this, I feel excited every time I see them again. Fujian
Tulou means dwelling houses with a unique style existing in
China, a country that is multiethnic,multicultural and
multistylish, especially as it appeared during a special historic
period. It is rare to see in China, even in the world, such
buildings as carry a special historic background, unusual
cultural insights, characteristic construction styles, a
combination of life and defense works and the mixture of
nature and man . Finally, July 7th of 2008 witnessed the great
moment when Fujian Tulou became a success in the
application to be listed among the World Cultural Heritage at
the 32nd World Cultural Relics Conference held in Quebec ,
Canada.. Although it came up to our expectation, I still felt the
news breathtaking. Over a long wait of nearly ten years, Fujian
Tulou came to move the world and became the 36th World
Cultural Relic in China, during which time all the efforts and
hard work became visible without description..

Over the past years, many works involving the propaganda,
reserch and showcase of Fujian Tulou have come out one after
another, but not many of them make a thorough report of Tulou
in the forms of literature and photography. On July10, when it
was time for Tulou Cultural Academic Deliberation hosted in
Longyan, Mr Wang Fuping told me he planned to publish an
album of prose and photos “A History of Fujian Tulou” ,
which thoroughly reveals Fujian Tulou, the 46 earth buildings
enlisted among the World Cultural Heritage in particular, from
different angles of history, culture and architecture.That was
when he invited me to write a preface to his book. As I thought
it an effective way to make known Fujian Tulou in the forms of
literature and photography, I accepted his invitation with great

joy.Besides, recently, when I enjoyed his book, I got much

impressed by his photos and descriptions. Mr Wang is not a
native of Tulou, but luckily, he was offered an opportunity to
live there for three years, right during which time he began to
take many beautiful photos of Tulou and get well informed of
the culture and insights of Tulou. All this couldn’ t have been
completed had it not been for his deep thoughts and feelings
for Tulou.What is remarkable and admirable is that he has
written this book in the version of a third person without
prejudice to the earth buildings in different areas of Fujian,
making each one fully true to the history and facts. So, his
book is among the few works involving Fujian Tulou. The
successful entry has made Tulou a treasure shared by the
whole world. It is just the beginning, from which what else to
be done with it is the common duty of a better preservation
.management and approach that not only the Fujianese but also
the whole world are supposed to fulfil although it is a long and
hard journey. Truly, Mr Wang’ s book “A History of Fujian
Tulou” is somehow instructive to us.

To keep my previous promise, I have put down such words
as above to enrich this book and also respectfully offer my
short poem written during the exploration of the earth
buildings made for the application to convey my
congratulations on the publishing of this special book.(The
poem is attached to the left bottom) &2

Luo Zhewen
Oct 22nd, 2008

(Annotation: the writer is head of China Ancient
Architecture Specialist Team, director of China Cultural
Relics Association, deputy director of the Well-known
National Historic Cities Specialist Committee, deputy

chairman of International Historic Sites Council in China.)
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It was not long before I was transferred to a new post in
Yongding County Party Committee from Longyan that I was
told that a village cadre in Yongding, who was assigned to
work in the countryside by the Provincial Party Committee,
had published a beautiful album of photos and prose called
Thoughts And Feelings Of Tulou. His name was Wang
Fuping, who I got to know later on was a good cadre.

In the summer of 2004, Wang Fuping was assigned to
work as the leading Village Party Branch Secretary in Yantai
of Chendong Township by the Pronvincial Party
Committee.Then, he worked there for three years.He was
modest and friendly, recognized as part of the local people.
He regarded Yantai as his hometown and made great efforts
to make it better by seeking for projects and funds to have
basic living facilities like the county road, water supply and,
mobile telecom built. Besides, he willingly shed his sweat to
help the villagers grow rich by developing local
tourism,fruit trees planting and livestock raising.

What is more remarkable, Wang Fuping developed an
indissoluble bond with the earth buildings during his stay in
Yantai and still bore it in mind constantly when he returned
to his previous workplace. Actually, he took good
advantages of his specialities of photography and literature
to propagate the Hakka Tulou Buildings by means of books,
photos exhibitions and other media. So, some of his classical
works are taken as propaganda representatives and have
greatly contributed to the successful application for Fujian
Tulou Building to be among the World Cultural Heritages.

This early July, Wang Fuping was invited to attend the

celebration of the successful application.He came to me and

i

-

invited me to write a preface to his new-album‘f photos and

prose called “A Hmtorwf The Tulou B;,uldmgs , which

thoroughly reflects the whole of Fujian Earth By
read his book carefully and strongly appreciated his
photography and beautiful descriptions. His wo
outstanding theme, unusual structure and-great momentum.
The views of the earth buildings and his feelings change
with different occassions and seasons.The earth buildings
are pictured from various angles and freely described in a
literal way , presenting the Hakkas' simple and
unsophisticated folkways as well as the miracle and beauty
of the earth buildings and their cultural significance. I
definitely feel pleased with his achievements both in his own
post and amateur literary and art works.

This new album “A History of The Tulou Buildings”
is based on the whole of Fujian Tulou Building but mainly
reflects the romantic charm in literature and art of Yongding
Hakka Earth Building, which, in turn, expresses the author's
deep special feelings for his second hometown—Yongding.

Yongding Hakka Tulou Building, the most important
part of Fujian Earth Building,belongs to the whole world as
well as China.The successful application is sure to lead to
some new chances for Yongding's development in tourism. I
sincerely hope there will be more people with lofty ideals
like Wang Fuping to be inspired by their love for YongDing
Earth Buildings and that they will become more concerned
and better in favored to Yongding's development in its
society and economy for a better tomorrow .

That's it. &2

Liao Lituan
Secretary of Yongding County Party Committee
25/07/2008
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“Raw yellow earth and China fir timber, green brick

floors and rammed earth walls; one ring was built higher upon
another, hundreds of people carried materials while thousands
rammed them--- -+ four storeys high and four rings upon one
another, four hundred rooms in all--- - " this song “Earth
Buildings Round and Square”  expresses the grand
momentum of Tulou.

Across over ten thousand miles of mountainous areas in
Southwest Fujian stand thousands of round or square dwelling
houses made of raw earth. They are surrounded by the waters
and mountains, keeping harmony with nature as a whole,
which are something of either mushrooms or UFO, something
of palaces as well as castles . They have been standing there
over many years of all seasons as if narrating the past
prosperity and hardships. This is Fujian Tulou, home to the
everlasting generations of the Southwest Fujianese.

Fujian Tulou is mainly distributed in Yongding County
and Nanjing County in Southwest Fujian, 20 thousand in

Yongding including 360 round buildings and 15 thousand in

Nanjing. Besides,a small number of earth buildings are also

found in counties like Hua’ an, Pinghe, Zhaoan, Zhangpu, =
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Heaven and earth are both lighted up by the sunshine.

Xinluo, Zhangping, Shanghang, Wuping, Changting, Yong’
an and on the borders of Fujian, Guangdong and Jiangxi.
However, only some more than 3000 have been strictly
acknowledged as part of Fujian Tulou.Accordingly, in the last
70s, the American Satellites discovered these mushroom—
shaped buildings in Southwest China and mistook the place
for a secret Chinese nuclear missile station, thus making much
fuss in the Pentagon. With the reform and opening up policy
going further, Fujian Tulou has finally come to bright light.
How Fujian Tulou came into existence was related to the
five grand migrations of Han Nationality in the history of
China. Ever from the Eastern Jin Dynasty, when the Central
Plains suffered from outside invasions, constant famination
and unsteady situations,the class of Literati and officialdom
were forced to leave their homes with great depressure and
move southward. Some people of Han Nationality climbed
over Mount Wuyi into places like Quanzhou Prefecture and
Zhangzhou Prefecture. Over time, they lived with the local
people and mixed together, developing into one community
speaking South Fujian Dialect(Minnan Dialect).Besides,

another group of people moved to Tingzhou Prefecture inZ
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When does the setting sun in the western sky return ?

There goes the Central Plains with a start over the green mountains.

West Fujian by way of South Jiangxi about in the 10th
century A.D. Later on, they got mixed with the local
minorities and developed gradually into one community, the
Hakka People. who spoke the Hakka Dialect as a symbol. As
they were visitors or guests to the first people there, the two
new communities were often disturbed and attacked either by
the local people, brigands or beasts. Because they had long
drifted from place to place, they became cager for a peaceful
life and strongly wished to have such a building as a castle or
a fortified mountain village built , which was good both for
living in and for defense works so that they would be able to
survive and develop in new surroundings. So, they combined
the local customs and the old ramming technology used in
Central Plains in the construction of the earth buildings.After
constructing the walls with rammed earth mixed with sand

and stones, branches, wood stripes and bamboo chips were &




laid in the wall as * bones” to reinforce them.Luckily.the
buildings functioned well like a paradise free from wars. well=lit.
well-ventilated.windproof, quakeproof and warm in winter and
cool in summer.The old graceful rich mansionlike life came back to

Southwest Fujian mountainous areas.

In accordance, the earliest Fujian Tulou began to exist under
the reign of Song and Yuan Dynasties .got developed through early
and Mid Ming Dynasty and the construction technology became
mature during the periods of late Ming Dynasty.Qing Dynasty and

the Republic of China. Ever since, it has been in use. The existing

earth buildings were mostly built from the reign of Jiajing of Ming
Dynasty to the 80s of the 20th century. However, it is still a
question whether the Hakka People or Minnanese created the earth
dwelling houses. which many experts and scholars are still looking
into .

Fujian Tulou is classified as five—phoenixed. square, round
and irregular. The buildings used to be low laid without foundation,

square and simple , from which they changed over a long time into

the ones. which were higher with foundation, round and sumptuous.

All this is closely due to the natural environment. social and

economic development of Southwest Fujian. \ s
Fujian Tulou has a long history. large—scaled, ingeniously— L AN

structured, functional and cultural. Generally speaking.the

construction of any kind of Tulou is based on architecture. e ;
aesthetics, Confucianism, geomancy. folklore, sociology, military FESF

A RAMING WORK SONG
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What is rammed in is the sweats and hardships

science and other disciplines. Tulou follows the construction of
iX 7 it

"harmony between man and nature" of the Oriental philosophy and

geomancy with the axis as the symmetry of the layout. The first

floor is used for kitchens and chambers and the central part is an and also the wisdom and dreams of the Southwest
important place for meetings and the ancestors’ memorial tablets Fujianese.

or portraits. The chamber has many carvings and paintings. simple &
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FOUR SEASONS CHANGE LIKE SONGS
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THE SURVIVINGTULOU
RIBUTEE, M TRERTE, ASTAEIKSL, BHEAFF DA T 2HEE
Which has experienced many vicissitudes of life. still stand elegantly under different conditions over the four seasons,
narrating both its previous prosperities and hardships.
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A national cultural relic, an earth building, which looks like a tower, Xibei Tianhou Temple(Xibei Village. Gaobei Township). builtin 1515.
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The highest square building in Yongding, Yijing Building(Shangyang Village in Gaobei Township). builtin ( 1851—1850) . 17 meters high,

with its main building consisting of five and a half storeys.
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The existing oldest square building, Fuxin Building(Xiazai Village, Hulei Township of Yongding County).
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