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Preface

i

The ninetieth birthday of late Professor Jen Hsii, Acadernician of Chinese Académy of Sciences
(CAS), is on August 22, 2000. Department of Palaechotany, which was founded in the Institute
of Botany, CAS by Prof. Hsii in 1959, has its 41st anniversary in 2000. - Fortunately, the Sixth
Conference of International Organization of Palaechotany will be held in China also in this year.
During this special year, we collected all the articles of Prof. Hsii’ s and published important
“parts of his articles in this volume in order to memorize him and to continue palaecbotanical stud-
ies, i. e. evolutionary botany and biology of fossil plants.
Prof. Hsii studied the morphology and anatomy of plants for more than 10 years during his early
life, and then he extended his studies into the realms of palaechotany, palynology and geology
based on his solid background of botany. Prof. Hsii insisted that fossil plants should be studied
using biological ideas and methods so as to reconstruct the vegetative landscapes and the evolution
of plant kingdom in geological ages. Therefore, he became one of the representatives of biclogical
school in the palaeobotanical researches of the world.
Department of Palaeohotany, CAS established by Prof. Hsii in 1959, hecame a base of spreading
his academic ideas and carrying out his investigation of fossil plants in China. In 1960s, Prof.
Hsti achieved in collecting abundant specimens of fossil plants with his students in. all over China.
Obviously, these specimens offered the rich possibilities for the studies on the geological floras,
the developments of vegetation and the evolution of plants.
Prof. Hsii paid more attention to the origin and early evolution of land plants, the evolution of Pa-
leozoic and Mesozoic plants and the development of the vegetation in the North Hemisphere in
Cenozoic. He organized and guided such researches in this department. In 1970s, he recognized
the anatomical structures of plants in the material of coal balls firstly in China and he suggested
that the studies on the plants in coal balls should be of great importance.
Prof. Hsii promoted the interdisciplinary researches of palaeobotany and other subjects, for exam-
ple, life sciences, and geo — sciences. He believed that the palaeohotanical evidences could provide
strong support for the hypothesis of continental drift. In 1980s, he was involved in the research
of Qingzang (Qinghai — Tibet) Plateau. He provided his unique opinion about the time and speed
of the uplift of Qingzang Plateau, which is still very influential today.
Prof. Hsii stressed that the researches of palaechotany and palynology should serve the economical
developments and the investigation of coal, oil and continental minerals in China. In 1950s, Prof.
Hsii trained a number of the earliest palynologists in China, who have become the experts in mod-
ern researches of palynology.
Prof. Hsii learned palaeobotany from the famous palaeobotanists B. Sahni in India and T. M.
Harris in Britain during his early studies. He once served as the executive Director of Bitbal Sahni
[ 3 —_



Institute of Palacobotany in 1949. Prof. Hsii kept wide contact with foreign colleagues since he
came back to China'in 1952. He was elected Vice Presendent of the 13th International Botanical
Congress. He was admired very much in the world. _

Prof. Hsii was very kind, friendly and helpful personally. He taught students patiently. On the
academic problems, he persisted in the truth. When the different opinions appeared, he suggested
that the conclusions about the different opinions would be made later. During his late life, Prof.
Hsii not only continued: his scientific researches but also learned more knowledge of philosophy.
He told us that the philosophy is very useful for studies of natural sciences.

Prof. Hsii passed away for 8 years, but his voices always echoes around us. The palaecbotanical
causes and scientific spirits of late Prof. Hsii are believed to encouraged us to go ahead in the fu-
ture.

A total of 32 articles were collected from Professor Hsii’® s works and published in chronological
order. The plates after 1950 were omitted in this book. All the figures and tables were kept origi-
nal. A complete bibliography of Prof. Hsii’ s works, a memoir and brief biography were at-
tached. We would like to express our great thanks to Prof. Zun— yi Yang, Academician of CAS,
for his writing the name of this book. We appreciate Prof. Zheng — yi Wu, Academician of CAS,
for his writing the foreword of this book and providing some rare and invaluable photos. Birbal

Sahni Institute of Palaeobotany, India is acknowledged for providing the photocopies of Professor
Hsii’ s papers which were published in India. Professors Zhi — chen Song and Wen — yi Li are

thanked for their offering the photos and relevant data of Professor Hsii® s.

This book was financially supported by Special Item of Natural Science Foundation of China for
Distinguished Young Scientist ( No; 39321001) and Department of Palacobotany, Institute of
Botany, CAS.

Li Cheng — Sen
June 15, 2000
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