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Preface
26" Jan. 2008

It is a great honour, as a professor in the University of Birmingham, England, to
be asked to write a Preface for a book about Stuart Hall, whose own connections with
Birmingham are expressed so clearly in this text. It is an even greater honour to be writ-
ing a preface for a book by Jennie Guijie Wu with whom I had the pleasure of working
for some months in Birmingham.

It is particularly appropriate that Jennie should be writing about Hall and that this,
the first serious study of Hall’s work in China, should be published at this time. While
being the ‘father of Cultural Studies’ , Hall was always aware of the importance of his
own diasporic background, with his early years in Jamaica and his seminal experience
as an immigrant within the UK. Hall was one of the earliest writers to recognise what we
now call ‘globalisation’ and the importance of movement and trans-nationalism to the
understanding of culture in all contexts. It was his own very significant experience of
difference within the British context that enabled him to develop his theories of differ-
ence within the study of culture and cultural artefacts, and it is this understanding of
the politics of difference which has, as Jennie so clearly demonstrates, informed all of
his work both before and after his coining of the phrase.

This sense of difference and the politics of difference should not stop, however, at
the study of British culture or the interaction and experience of immigrant communities
in Britain. It is, of itself, a global concept and one which, as demonstrated in this
book , has applications across the world, including in contemporary China. I have found

the concept useful in my own studies of festivals, including that of the Chinese New
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Year, in British cities and Jennie shows how it can be developed in the understanding of
the role of the media in contemporary China . We are all living diasporic lives to a grea-
ter or lesser extent. No society is immune from the movement of people and no country
can ignore the fact that it will be, to a greater or lesser extent, multi-cultural. What is
important to recognise, however, is that the nature of that multi-culturalism is going to
be very different in different countries and different parts of the world. Hall’s ideas,
therefore, cannot be simply lifted off the shelf from his time in Birmingham, or in his
subsequent work, and applied to China, to the States or to any other space. His work,
like that of all theorists needs to be understood and reworked, we could perhaps say
‘translated’ for different societies, and that is why this particular work is so impor-
tant. In this text we have Jennie’s attempt to rework Hall’s theories for a contemporary
Chinese context and that is also part of the work of globalisation and so important for the
development of a truly international scholarship.

As is clear from Jennie’s outline of the development of Hall’s own work, and his
own thinking on culture and difference, no discipline stands still and the development of
ideas and approaches must continue to develop. What Hall achieved at Birmingham,
therefore, was a work of its own time and place. It was particularly significant in placing
the University of Birmingham on the international stage, but it can never be set in stone
and allowed to fossilise. The University of Birmingham has moved on as we have recog-
nised that Cultural Studies is not something done by a few scholars who are interested in
that kind of thing, but that it is something that is central to the study of History, Lan-
guages, Archaeology, Area Studies, Law, Geography, Sociology, Education and e-
ven Religion, which is my own main field of study. None of us would be doing what we
are doing now without the pioneering work of Stuart Hall and his colleagues at the Centre
for Cultural Studies, but also it is clear that there is no longer a need for a specific dis-
cipline of Cultural Studies in its traditional sense, it is now fundamental to the whole
academic project. This, again, is why it is so important for Hall’s ideas, and those of
other cultural and social theorists to be made available to new audiences and for the
scholarly community in China to be able to read such a clear and lucid account of his
theories.

I really enjoyed the time I spent with Jennie while she was in Birmingham and my
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students and I were stimulated by her contributions to our own discussions and think-
ing. | am therefore very happy to be able to recommend this book to the Chinese audi-
ence and to hope, not too long in the future, it will help to generate a new Chinese
Cultural Studies with new scholars, such as Jennie, whose work will need to be inter-

preted and translated for those of us who need to hear about it in the UK and beyond.

LT - £ %4 (Martin D. Stringer)
University of Birmingham

United Kingdom
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WiEAFE - B/ (Swart Hall) 24HS0BFiRZ, BREER R
HIER . BACREIEE . TR, BAK, RENSY AR, KRR
(Fellow of the British Academy) B+ . “{ABHE?%JR” (Birmingham School) )24
HAN. TR TEATIEBEIR (politics of intellectual work) HJJEi . A /RTEC

@ Antonio Gramsci, The Prison Notebooks: Selections, trans, Quintin Hoare and Geoffrey
Nowell-Smith, New York: International Publishers, 1971, pp.9—11.

® Edward Said, Representations of the Intellectual, New York: Vintage Books, 1993,
pp. 14—15.
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B “HrfEXMEERL" (Runnymede Commission ) H{EZRR; HK, fllib#{E
“HEHL¥EMIT4L"  (British Sociological Association) F ., FE AR ZERIR
2Bt (Merton College Oxford) FIZEERAITG ; RN, F4EE PR R E M EA,
BOLRR/E K% (Queen Mary University) , 8B RFESLHEH¥BE (Goldsmith
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( The Institute of International Visual Art’s, f&jFRinIVA) FIBABERHS “BL”
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FIH 2005 i, ERERBRXILFAE -NEBELT K E Bp “3g
2 R S H R A Z AR .07 (Rivington
@ Place International Visual Arts Centre) , ¥ & 1Y
N RS ERAELAEYR”, XBEL
| mrBmmAERE,

BI/RT 193242 A3 HETFEME
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FRUE LT AR WS FE/R (Bristol) , RBRH
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= , , Bl # %) (Chares Taylor), ZE 2 /K ( Raphael
Samuel) FIFZ/RZE (Gabriel Pearson) —iB7E
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@® Edward Said, Representations of the Intellectual, New York: Vintage Books, 1993,
pp. 14—15.

® Antonio Gramsci, The Prison Notebooks: Selections, trans, Quintin Hoare and Geoffrey
Nowell Smith, New York: International Publishers, 1971, pp.9—11.
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P (Universities and Left Review) , ffi1B1E &
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/y‘ e R (FEERITR) M
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Frstwn Mo Ebmlamn s Wikt Daerigen
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@® J. B. Priestley, Fenner Brockway, Frank Allaun, Donald Soper, Vera Brittain, Sydney Sil-
verman, James Cameron, Jennie Lee, Victor Gollancz, Konni Zilliacus, Richard Acland, Frank
Cousins, A. J. P. Taylor, Canon John Collins and Michael Foot.
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Xt R0 B R SRR 7E B PR SUALB ST R B A B R

CND

1960 44 A1 A CND A KT oBEEM B BHREAL S
(Trafalgar square) R4, 4ot EBRALFEF £ 2 CND 4
A,

o TR YE RS BEA S CHS A SRR TE, B 1964 4857
Z 0% 1968 D4R, HASCALH ST O ERR TAE— R BRIEN “REEE”
ERr. 1968 4, BIREPIREE R, A EMAB LY, EXNEAKRSEHRB X
HR, HMEAX. ZRAABEIAER FE. RS, BIRERB VA S 403
BT ORI EE, HE 1979 FEREITHHRREMEH TERSHENA

@ Stwart Hall and Paddy Whannel, The Popular Arts, Boston: Beacon Press, 1964.
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i JF i 3 B ST k% (Open University )

Bk o EEBEAER T HER, R newl_abour
new Britain
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1971) . {J~ %Eﬂﬁfﬁ%“@) (. “External Influ--
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oty —SBRE R E RIEE) ( “Cultural Studies and the Centre: some problemtics and
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&Y  ( “Racist Ideologies and the Media”,
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nity” of Current Affairs Television”, 1981)
GEMB L S5BE) ( “Popular Culture and the
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tity and Diaspora”, 1990) . (Hiy 543R: @KL S5MHK) ( “The Local and the
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k) (Cultural Representations and Signifying Practices, 1997), %45,
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“EREHZHARBANC 22—, 1997 FRKGHE/RERTER “HREESR

@ hitp: //www. blackculturalstudies. org/s_ hall/hall_ index. html
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