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Language Environment Issues

of the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games
Zhou Qingsheng

Abstract This paper examines language planning issues of the 2008 Beijing Olympic
Games, concerning language environment of the event in particular, and that of the city in
general. In order to construct a standard, convenient, and internationalized language envi-
ronment in Beijing, Chinese-English bilingual or multilingual communication should be pro-
moted. Following the criterion set by the Law of National Language and Writing System of
Wider Communication , the present study investigates the current situation of language envi-
ronment in Beijing, reporting and analyzing inaccurate or nonstandard uses. Based on such

empirical data and experiences of previous Olympic Games, specific suggestions regarding
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rectification and improvement are put forward to the government organizations in charge.

Keywords the Olympic Games; language environment; language planning
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