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Preface

Chinese in 10 Days is a series of basic comprehensive Chinese textbooks designed for
beginning students of Chinese as a second language in short-term classes. It consists of
forty lessons in four volumes which can be covered in about 160 hours of classroom time,
making it easy for the teacher to adapt to his/her students’ particular level.

This set of textbooks was compiled with the following principles in mind: First,
to provide students with rich input including language elements, such as phonetics,
vocabulary, grammar, and Chinese characters; second, to help students transform these
language elements into the four language skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing
through class activities; and finally to help students internalize these elements and acquire
communication skills.

For ease of use in the classroom, each lesson consists of the following parts:

: % Listening before speaking, input before output, and comprehension
before expression. This is consistent with the known sequence of language acquisition,
and therefore a principle which Chinese language instruction is committed to following.
The three activities within this part of the lesson all begin with listening and speaking, and
serve as preparatory steps that pave the way for students to learn the new words and text.

This part includes three to four examples of situational

dialogues arranged by topic. It provides students with a communication model set
within different scenarios. Substitute pictures or words listed in a box facilitate students’
imitation of the model and self-expression. The scenarios are the core of this textbook

series, and are meant to be the focal point of the learning process.

This part contains materials intended to train students to express
themselves in paragraphs. Its content is related to the situational dialogues in the previous
part, while not being identical, in order to keep student’s interest and stimulate discussion.

variety of activities, such as speaking based on pictures, interviews, group discussion,

This part helps students practice communication through a

investigation and so on. These activities help students master the language through the

completion of specific tasks.




Chinese in 10 Days * Beginning Level

Vocabulary is arranged in the same order in which it appears in the

text. It is convenient for students to both study and look up words.

The main content of this part is the language and cultural knowledge
related to the topic of the lesson. This beneficial supplement to the teaching content is
a natural extension of classroom learning. The lénguage used here is not difficult and
has both Pinyin and English translation so that it can expand a student’s knowledge and
enhance their interest in learning.

The tenth lesson of each volume is a review lesson. A grammar summary for the entire
book is arranged. Written texts for the “Listen and Speak” segments are attached to each
book (Appendix 4) for the teacher’s reference in preparing lessons.

This textbook has absorbed the essence of Chinese teaching and foreign language
teaching theories, combined with the practical experience of teachers who have been
engaged in teaching Chinese as a foreign language for many years. As such, it features the
following elements:

1. Start with listening, listen before speaking, emphasize listening and speaking,
and give due consideration to reading and writing.

Considering that the main purpose of the students who come to China for short-term
study is to improve their listening and speaking ability, this textbook puts listening and
speaking training in the first place of teaching. At the same time, we never ignore the
request of reading and writing ability. Practice has proven that language ability is a
comprehensive skill set system. The skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing are
mutually integrated and reinforce one another. Therefore, we believe that even teaching
material intended for short-term study of the language should reflect this integrated
characteristic.

2. Use pictures to provide context and special formattings to clearly illustrate
explanations.

This textbook uses many pictures and special formattings to clearly illustrate grammar
points and patterns. Grammar explanation is kept to a minimum. These features encourage
students to consciously make sense of the language and to study independently. The

accompanying sets of exercises also use numerous pictures and charts to facilitate

students’ understanding.
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3. Spiral arrangement of topics and substitutable paragraphs.

This book adopts a spiraling arrangement of topics, going from shallow to deep, as the
same topic repeatedly appears. The natural and standard sentences and paragraphs with
appropriate length can be replaced frequently and more productive, which makes this
textbook more applicable in different areas and different teaching units. Students may
achieve extrapolative effect after memorizing them.

4. Grammar points appear as an implicit clue, rather than seeking a systematic
representation. ’

According to the characteristic needs of students in short-term study programs and the
principle of emphasizing vocabulary teaching while deemphasizing grammar teaching, we
don’t emphasize grammar points as they appear within the situational dialogues and narrative
parts of each lesson. Although we do not attempt a systematic representation of grammar, the
grammar points occur and recur in a sensible order. The included grammar points were selected
according to Chinese Proficiency Standards and Grammar Outline and Chinese Proficiency
Level of Vocabulary and Characters. We noted the part of speech and Pinyin according to
the Modern Chinese Dictionary (5th Edition) published by the Commercial Press, and also
consulted Chinese Proficiency Level of Vocabulary and Characters.

S. Separation of the textbook and workbook to suit different periods of learning
and different learning needs.

The textbook and workbook are separate. The textbook includes new words, sentence
patterns, written texts, listening and speaking exercises, and grammar points, focusing
on training for listening and speaking skills. The workbook contains traditional exercises
on vocabulary, grammar, listening and characters, focusing on reinforcing the language
foundation. The benefit of separating the two books is that teacher and student can
select material to meet their own needs. If the learning focus is to improve listening and
speaking skills, the textbook should suffice. If the learning focus is to improve all four
skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing, the addition of the workbook forms a

complete set.

We look forward to your comments and suggestions for future revision of this textbook

series.

Compiler

November, 2007
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doéngci
xingrongci
daici
shuci
lidngci
faci

liGnet

jieci

zhuci
tanci

verb
adjective
pronoun

numeral

measure word

adverb
conjunction
preposition
particle
interjection
affix

Subject
Object

(n.)
(v.)
(adj.)
(pr.)
(num. )
(m.)
(adv.)
(conj.)
( pron. )
( particle )
(intj.)
(aff.)

(S)
(0)
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e 15 Pronunciation

B £ & hnitials

—J# (It tone)

1. b p m f d t
2. g k h J q
3.z C S zh ch
U ## Finals
i e | () e i u u
2. ai el ao ou an en
3. ia ie iao iou (-iu) ian . in
4, ua Uuo uai uei (-ui) uan  uen
5. Ue Uan Un
B & A Tones
— b3 a 1st tone
— 5 # a 2nd tone
=5 9 & 3rd tone
W & 53 a 4th tone
LY 2. 44 a neutral tone

yunm
finals
n |
X
sh r
er
ang eng ong
iang ing iong
uang ueng
» -5 high
-4 rising
L3 low
r2 falling

L1 soft and brief
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FREARINEXHER,
The same syllable with
different tones can have

different meanings.

MENESE, NERAE,
BYAMERRE,
Some characters share the

same pronunciation, but have

different meanings.

o # 5 40 Spelling rules
BEREFOEXHNZERLE: o006, iu, U

Tone mark is written above the vowel which requires the mouth opens wider when pronoun-

cing. The marked vowel can be identified according to the following sequence: a, o, e, i, u, U.

S#a hdo zai Firstly, find a
HHKo. e shué mén Secondly, find o, e
i, utPAREE dui jid When “” and “u” appear together

in one final, the tone mark should

be written above the later one.

R S Nt shi When the mark is on “/”, drop the
dot of /.
i, u. UB TP yi, Wu,yu When “”, “u”, “u” form syllables
B, B9 5 AnyRw, by themselves, they become yi, wu,
(Ul & h%) yu. (drop the dot of “u”)

e # # Tone sandhi

1. =AY Third-tone sandhi “ + " —> * +~

ARER FRARK L, The tone mark remains unchanged in writing.

::Z"Z'E:::EZ;EEE:: EEE:ZZ::::':'EI:::

ni hao —ni hao

ni hdo ni hdo




