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A Brief Introduction of Family

Qiao’ s Homestead

Family Qiao’ s Homestead is located in Center
Shanxi Basin at Qiaojiabu Village 12 kilometers north-
casi Qixian County town and 50 kilometers away from
Taiyuan, the provincial capital. Together with other
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scenery in the County like Chinesc Zhouyi Palace,
Yanshou Temple, Nine — gully scenic spot, Family —
Que Homestead, Ming — Qing Street and Changyu Plain
it forms a one — day tour route.

It is the house for Zai Zhongtang of family Qiao in
Qixian County. Zai Zhongtang is the name of Qiao
Zhiyong, who is the 3rd generation for the family and a
famous capitalist throughout the country and over the
world.

Family Qiao’ s house was built during the period
of Qianlong Year, Qin Dynasty and was enlarged time
and again. Though the construction leaped over two
centuries it successfully maintained a style like nature
itself. The house covers an area of 8724 .8 square me-
ters consisting of 6 large and 19 small yards of 313
rooms.

The house is castle designed showing a Chinese
character happiness when overlooked. Tt is closed by
all direction sealing terrazzo brick wall. Its yards are
linked one by one and roms joined together. The
house’ s various roofs are connected by passages and
parapets. The 6 big yards are divided into two parts by
a straight paved path. In those big yards there are gar-
dens and small yard opening off another. In its quad-
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rangle, center stringing vards, side yards and comer
path yards, you can see windows, doors, rafters,
steps, railing with excellent model showing ingenuity.
Besides in the House there are brick ~ carvings of per-
sonage, allusion, flowers, animals, birds, books and
chess on ridges, walls, screens and railings.

The house has been opened as folk custom muse-
um in 1986 to introduce folk custom in detail about fes-
tivals, way of life, weddings and funerals in Center
Shanxi during Ming — Qing Dynasties through 42 exhi-
bition rooms and more than 2000 pieces exhibits.

Moment Family Qiao’ s Homestead has been pro-
posed as an important cultural relic to be protected by
State Government. It is one of the first 10 scenic spots
in Shanxi Province and has received 5 million tourist
visitors from overseas and throughout the country. The
house has been chosen by more than 50 films and TV
plays to take picture. The most successful film titled by
"Red lantem hanging high” directed by Chang Yimo
and stared by Gong Li is one of them.
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