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Colors of Life (Preface)

Wang Qi

Counselor of National Artist Association
The former vice-chair and branch secretary of CCCP

in the National Artist Association

hen Kezhi enjoys a unique artistic experience. He enrolled in the Sichuan Academy of Fine Arts (SAFA) at sixteen without any childish painting experience
C in during the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976). Instead, he started his artistic career by painting mature large-sized posters and portraits of Chairman Mao
Zedong back home, which won him a name "prodigy." No remnants of those days could be found in his present work, though his particular experiences contribute
a lot to his present passionate idealism and heroism, paving the way for his future career.

In 1979, quite responsive to the unprecedented social reform, Chen, a sophomore in SAFA, painted his oil painting work named History, which proved to be
a big success. Works like this fall under the genre "art of trauma" (A form of artistic expression of the trauma people suffered in the Great Revolution). Painters
of this genre, different in age and well acquainted themselves with both realistic and super-realistic painting techniques, are nowadays the backbone of Chinese
oil painting, thus being called the "the Third Generation of Chinese Painters." Chen impresses me much with his extraordinary shaping force and simple artistic
expression in depicting epoch-making social events. This unusual talent of his finds full expression in his works Water of Yan He River and A Morn of One
Winter.

I visited his studio in Beijing, where I witnessed his creating the Spirits of Yangtze River: the Boat Trackers along the Three Gorges and was greatly fascinated
by the imposing force and glamour of humanity in the painting. He kept working on this grand creation twenty hours a day, not only devoting himself to the
structure of the painting as a whole but also elaborating on the dynamic of each figure and every detail in the background. To me, it is his strong attachment to the
Mother River of the Yangtze and China that won him credit, in turn; he did win honor for this great river himself with the rare monumental painting as well. His
case is true to the saying that the more national features an artistic work bears, the more readily it is appreciated by the rest of the world.

It was not until the year 1993 when Chen's works were being marketed and auctioned at the CHRISTIE's Hong Kong, where great contemporary oil paintings
were on display. Chen has long been adhering to his own artistic ideals and has never succumbed to marketing interest, or to the irresponsible popular criticism.
These are invaluable traits to a devoted artist.

Boasting broad avenues of original thoughts, Chen is reserved and serious in style and exquisite in the techniques of painting. We may find in his collection the
unique Chen's painting style, which, under the way of maturity, integrates realism, classicism with modern perception. We can also read in his works the profound
artistic breeding derived from his learning in Chinese history, the Mother Nature and ancient Chinese philosophy.

It is a tremendous pleasure for me to hear that Chen's Oil Painting Collection is being published, because it enables more people to know and understand his art
through his exquisite works. Chen's fame goes beyond the Chinese borders to include Mr. Samaranchy, former President of the International Olympic Committee,
who even sent a mail from Lausanne, Switzerland to express his admiration for Chen's paintings. I take pride in the fact that Chen's painting the Oriental Son was
printed in each torchbearer's shirt during the Seventh National Sports Games. Though in his prime, I firmly believe that the credits and honors already won will

not be barriers in Chen's further artistic pursuit. Awaiting him are greater achievements in the realm of art.

Beijing Oct. 1999
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A Tidal Surge of Emotionas —— Today’s Painter
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