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Ji Bu and Luan Bu

Ji Bu was a man of Chu, where he was well-known for his gal-
lantry and spirit. Made a general by Xiang Yu, he worsted the king of
Han (206B.C.-8A.D.) on several occasions. After Xiang Yu petished,
the emperor offered a reward of a thousand gold pieces for his capture,
threatening anyone who dared to shelter him with the destruction of
three classes of their relatives.

Ji Bu took refuge in Puyang with a man named Zhou, who told
him, “The emperor is searching hard for you, general, and will soon
trace you hete. If you are willing to take my advice, I shall venture to
propose a plan. If not, I had better kill myself.”

Ji Bu agreed to his plan and let himself be shaved and dressed in
coarse clothes, with an iron chain round his neck. Then he was sent ina
covered wagon with several dozen slaves to be sold to Zhu Jia in Lu.

Zhu Jia, knowing that this was Ji Bu, bought him and set him to
work on his farm. He instructed his son, “You must farm as this slave
says and share your meals with him.” Then he went by a one-horse
carriage to Luoyang to see Xiahou Ying, marquis of Ruyin and Lord
Teng, The latter entertained him for several days, and Zhu Jia found an
opportunity to ask, “What is Ji Bu’s great crime that the emperor is
searching so hard for him?”
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“Ji Bu often had him on the spot when he was fighting for Xiang
Yu,” replied Lord Teng. “The emperor bears him such a grudge that
he has set his heart on capturing him.”

“What is your opinion of Ji Bu?”

“An able man.” ‘

“Every subject serves his own master. Ji Bu, serving Xiang Yu, was
doing no more than his duty. Does the emperor mean to kill all Xiang
Yu'’s followets? The empire is newly won and if the emperor hounds
one man on account of a private grudge, how narrow-minded the
world is going to think him! Besides, if Ji Bu is an able man and the
emperor hounds him like this, he will escape north to the Huns or
south to the Yues. Goading a good man into helping an enemy state
was what made Wu Zixu whip the grave of the king of Chu. Might
you mention this to the emperor if an occasion arises?”

Lord Teng knew that Zhu Jia was noble-minded and guessed that
Ji Bu was hiding with him, so he agreed. Later he found occasion to
speak to the emperor as Zhu Jia had suggested, and Ji Bu was pardoned.

Ji Bu won general approval at the time for the way he adapted
himself to circumstances, while Zhu Jia made a name. for himself on
this account too. Ji Bu was summoned to court, where he apologized

to the emperor and was appointed an imperial guardsman.

ng uenipue ng i
[T, | H R ueuoisiH up Jo spicoety woiy suopoejes

ISINIHD 20 AHYHEN

837



AN PAY HaEm

838

[FEx]

FHH, BT, BTEHNBREE, A, BEAR, B
BN, L%?%@E”ﬁ%ﬁ+ﬁﬁ,ﬁﬁ@ﬂ*o"%ﬁ
EMEERE, H: TOEAIH: BTN k&R RN+
RITR, BT, @?ﬂu+ﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬂ¢ HR! HZRIU
FTH, BHSE. TOORKE, BXEH, ﬁ%@%To 2
M EEDR, KEEY, BREUHgNE,

FRRTRT, XM, NEEHRE, 230, KL vle
k%oﬁﬁgﬁﬁ,ﬁﬂﬁﬁoi,%%—H,ﬂﬁoéﬁﬁﬁ
H: “EXNGE, FRAK, BFERBE, ALY DL ke

[4i%]

FEFORE, FHAREYRHE, QRETEEHGES
5,%85&%*%,55k%,4%k%%%ﬁﬁﬂ#$oi
%ﬁ%%ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%%ﬁ+ﬁkg,E@ﬂ%hﬁ#ﬁ&o"&
ERGHEEBRGCE, W ., " BHFR, “Bwmi Ha
RO+ SFA, 2 ELAR S I B B A PR, LA E A TEAE
THEAREGREARTERR, ALY GRAI LLAHLILE
%ﬁ%Am%,iﬂﬂ%ﬁ%%iaoééa%%@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
A, X EHFRER, PEEX TR TS, ” XHEL
MAREFRE, KRG8, RRFHBIERGREGFT

?ﬁﬁ&ﬁ$%¢,#i%%Wﬁ,ﬁAﬁﬁ%w&%%,
#i%aiw,ﬁ&m&&ﬁkkkoxﬁkﬁwﬁﬁ,ﬁﬁm
BT, SARAFL, FHEAFK, GEERIAT —AA,
XA REHREMT, FHREARGEERTH, “BAAREE,
ﬁuﬁﬁiﬁ&ﬂﬁo&T+é£&%3L&,ﬁ*kzﬁkﬁ



During the reign of Emperor Hui, while Ji Bu was captain of the
imperial guards, the Hunnish khan sent a coarse and insulting letter to
Empress Lii. In a rage, she summoned the generals for a consultation.

Fan Kuai the high marshal said, “Give me a hundred thousand
men and the Huns will scatter before me.”

Other generals, to please the empress, expressed approval.

But Ji Bu said, “Fan Kuai desetves to lose his head. The First
Emperor, with more than four hundred thousand men, was neverthe-
less surrounded at Pingcheng. Now Fan Kuai with a hundred thousand
will make tﬁe Huns scatter before him. A bare-faced lie! Besides, it was
Qin’s campaigns against the Huns that enabled Chen She and the rest to
start a rebellion. The country has not yet recovered from the ravages
of war, but Fan Kuai is .ﬂattering you to stir up fresh trouble for the
empire.”

The whole court was aghast. Empress Lii dismissed the generals,
and no more was said about attacking the Huns.

In the reign of Emperor Wen, when Ji Bu was governor of Hedong,
someone recommended him to the emperor, who summoned him to
the capital with the intention of making him a chief counsellor. Then,
however, it was reported that he was reckless, headstrong when in his
cups, and hatd to deal with. So after his arrival he was lodged in a
government hostel for 2 month and then dismissed.

When he went to take his leave of the emperor, he said, “For no
merit of mine, I was favoured with the governorship of Hedong, then

received an unexpected summons to court, due no doubt to an unwar-
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ranted recommendation. Since my arrival, however, I have been given
no new appointment but dismissed, due no doubt to some detractor.
Apparently Your Majesty summoned me on one man’s recommenda-
tion and dismissed me because another spoke ill of me. I fear that all
intelligent men who hear this will know how to judge you, sir.”

After a long, embarrassed silence the emperor said, “Hedong is a
vital province in my eyes. That is why I sent for you.” Then Ji Bu
returned to his post.

An orator of Chu known as Master Caogiu relied on influential
connections to make money. He undertook certain tasks for Zhao Tong
and other high officials, and was on good terms with Empress Jing’s
uncle, Dou Changjun. When Ji Bu knew this he wrote to warn Lord
Dou, “T hear bad reports of Caoqiu Sheng. Better have nothing to do
with the man!”

As Caoqiu Sheng was about to return to Chu, he asked Lord Dou
for a letter of introduction to Ji Bu.

“General Ji has taken a dislike to you,” said Lord Dou. “I advise
you to steer clear of him.”

But Caoqiu insisted on going. The letter of introduction was sent

* on ahead and, sure enough, Ji Bu was very angry as he waited for the
otatot.

Caogqiu, artiving, bowed to Ji Bu and said, “The men of Chu have

a saying, A promise from Ji Bu is worth more than a hundred catties
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of gold.” How did you make such a name for yourself in Liang and
Chu? I am a native of Chu and so are you. Have I not done much to
spread your fame through the wotld? Why should you be so preju-
diced against me?”’

Ji Bu was very pleased. He invited Caoqiu in and kept him for
several months as his honoured guest, loading him with rich gifts when
he left. It was indeed Caoqiu who helped to spread Ji Bu’s fame.

Ji Bu’s younger brother Ji Xin was so renowned within the Pass for
his courtesy and chivalry that gentlemen for a thousand 4 around would
risk their lives for him. Once he killed 2 man and fled to Wu to take
refuge with Yuan Si. He treated Yuan Si as his senior and men like
Guan Fu and Ji Fu as his juniors. When he served as major to the
metropolitan commander Zhi Du, the latter had to show him respect.
Many young men went about doing things in his name. For at that time
Ji Xin’s courage and Ji Bu’s integrity were famed throughout the area
within the Pass.

Ji Bu’s maternal uncle, Lord Ding, was a general of Chu who had
served under Xiang Yu and driven the Han emperor west of Pengcheng,
where the two of them crossed swords. The emperor in desperation
had turned to ask him, “Why should two good men harass each other
like this?”” Then Lord Ding led his forces back, allowing the emperor
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~ to escape. After Xiang Yu had been destroyed Lord Ding went to see
the emperor, who denounced him publicly before the army.

“Lord Ding was disloyal to Xiang Yu,” he said. “It was he who
lost Xiang Yu his empire.” He had him beheaded and warned, “Let no

"’

subject henceforward follow Lord Ding’s example

Luan Bu was a man of Liang who befriended Peng Yue, king of
Liang, when he was still a common citizen. Being hard pressed for
money, they worked as hired hands in Qi and as waiters in a tavern.
Some yearé later Peng Yue became a brigand in the Juye Marshes, but
Luan Bu was captured and sold as a slave in Yan. Subsequently he
avenged his master’s death and General Zang Tu of Yan made him a
commander. After Zang Tu became king of Yan, he made Luan Bu a
general. When Zang Tu revolted, the army of Han attacked Yan and
Luan Bu was captured. News of this reached Peng Yue, then king of
Liang, who interceded with the emperor for Luan Bu’s release and
made him one of his ministers.

Luan Bu was sent as an envoy to Qi, but before his return the
emperor summoned Peng Yue to court, accused him of treason and

wiped out all his kinsmen. Peng Yue’s head was displayed on the gate
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