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Abstract

The development of "the Belief of Zheng Cheng — Gung" in Tai-
wan society has surpassed the emotions of kindredness, has combined
regional consciousness and ethnocentrism; it has become one of the
popular beliefs in the emigrant society of Taiwan. There is a large
difference between "the Belief of Zheng Cheng — Gung" and popular
folk beliefs; that "the Belief of Zheng Cheng — Gung" has conveyed a
strong political animus, and has an active official interference. As we
try to research in " the Belief of Zheng Cheng — Gung" , attention must
be paid both of its official and folk effects. Furthermore, due to the
special historical background of Taiwan, every generation regime rede-
fines Zheng Cheng — Gung’ s success, making the belief culture more

complicated and deeply influenced. The religious belief arises as ac-
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cording to the demand of people. It is a social phenomenon of cultural
transmission deeply related to politics, economic and other activities,
in which the historical memory hidden in the collective consensus
would be handed down to the generations to come.

In different ages, "the Belief of Zheng Cheng — Gung" performs
different miracles according to the needs of people, such as battle —
assistant, rain prayer, watercourses regulation, the elimination of in-
sect, medical treatments, the search of lost articles, life consultation.
Every generation regime redefines the belief due to its political posi-
tion. This essay analyses the history of different times in Ming Dynas-
ty, Qing Dynasty, and Japanese — colonial era after world war [l . The
author categorizes into 7 terms from the social functions of " the belief
of Zheng Cheng — Gung". (1) The convert of behavior. (2) The u-
nion of community. (3) The tranquillizer of common people’ s heart.
(4) Economic promotion. (5) Cultural transmission. (6) The inte-
gration of races. (7) The stability of political situation. Apparently,
the first five terms have existed among lots of folk beliefs in the Chi-
nese Society. Compared to other terms, the sixth and seventh are the
distinctive points. From the name of " Kai Tai Sheng Wang" , we can
know that Zheng Cheng — Gung has a significant contribution towards
" Taiwan. " The Belief of Zheng Cheng — Gung" has conquered the
Quan People and Chang People, even the aspect of ancestor of Fu Lao
People and Haka people. It has transcended the boundary of regional
culture, and plays an important social function of the union of races in
this emigrant society — Taiwan. The last term shows that " the belief of
Zheng Cheng — Gung" possesses the unique function of politics that
other beliefs lack. " Zheng Cheng — Gung" corresponds to the contem-

porary couniry benefits in the definition of every different regime, and
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has become the representative of convert of spirits. Moreover, the fifth
and sixth Chapter will discuss " the Belief of Zheng Cheng — Gung" in
foreign country. It will be discussed in the following two examples,
the "The Celebration for the Birth of Koinga" in the Dai — cuo village
of China, and the " Zheng Cheng —~ Gung Rite" of Hirado in Japan.
We delude the hidden auxiliary force of " the Belief of Zheng Cheng —
Gung" and the following effects on cultures by the local legend or dra-
matic literature from the point of view of folk culture, for example, the

BoBin custom in Xiamen and the Nebuta ceremony in Japan.
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