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ABSTRACT

The urban space of cities is continuously changing and its final form
dynamically reflects the life and character of its people. Urban space is an
external expression of production of space in a material way, as well as an
internal display of the characteristic and logic of urban structure. Moreover,
it conveys citizens’ enthusiasm of a better city in many ways. Therefore,
urban space is composed by three prototypes of cities: city of fact, city of
feeling, and city of imaging. This theory refers as an ontological framework
or epistemological foundation, to support a case study on urban space
developing history of Xiamen. In terms of city of fact, it addresses its social
cultural factors (such as the course of formation and its influence) as well as
some general urban space and its structures; In terms of the research of city
of imaging, which with the urban program as its representative, focuses on
the orientation of urban space development and its characteristics; In terms of
city of feeling, to test and verify the conclusion of the recognitory research in
the characteristics of urban space development, it mainly use Space Syntax
and Fractal as the technical means to do quantity analyses and, conduct a part
of revision. It is also a new trial of this book to do verification study in urban
space.

Xiamen city is originated from harbour trade at home and abroad and
resistance against foreign aggressions. Its unique geographic condition and
natural environment attribute to the formulation of the deep water harbour
and the surrounding mountains and waters. In the late 17th century, thanks
to the efforts made by Zheng Chenggong group and the management of Qing
dynasty with Shi Lang as its representative, Xiamen initially formulated its
opening— up pattern, thus laid the foundation for Xiamen to be an harbour
city. Meanwhile, the urban space has correspondingly reflected  the
requirements of industries such as coastal defense, business trade and
harbour. The following development of urban space and its three
transformations (1890s— 1930s; 1950s; 1980s) are also characterized by the
influence of policy, military affairs, economy and culture, which shaping Xiamen
into one of the central cities in southeast coast of China.

There are two topics in terms of development strategy in urban space
presenting in this book. First, conducting exploring research on the new
round urban space transformation of Xiamen city by comparing general
theories and similar cities; Second, on the basis of the combing of
development strategies, analysing Xiamen urban space development strategy
centering on the terms of district, resources, competition and cooperation.

As the important carrier of urban space of fact, the development of urban
architecture in Xiamen has, in one aspect, reflected the regional traditional
characteristics in architectural culture, in another, been strongly influenced
by foreign architectural culture such as Western Europe and Southeast Asia.
The unique Xiamen urban space is composed by Minnan red-brick
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architecture, Western European architecture, Southeast Asian Qilou
architecture and Jiageng ( Tan Kah-kee) architecture. However, these
characteristics have met severe challenges with the rapid development of
urbanization. Therefore, it is imperative for researchers to attach importance
to the balance between conservation and development at high level and
conduct long— term strategic program according to its own advantages. The
purpose of this book is just aimed to approach this issue on the aspects of the
concept, mechanism and technology of historic conservation.

As for the further research on the direction and contents of Xiamen urban
space and architecture, there are also some brief instructions. In addition,
there is a chronological table presented for comprehensive and perceivable
reading and comparison, which was the byproduct in the process of research
on Xiamen city, its architecture, and its social, economical, cultural
backgrounds.

Key words: Xiamen, urban space, structure and form, architecture,
history, development.
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