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Art is a way that the human beings use to understand the realistic world. People study the
objects in an intuitive and integrated way, and then create some kind of artistic image in a
form of symbolic signs. And this is the art activity. The Chinese Farmer Art takes root in
the agricultural culture, and is derived from the routine life. It mostly uses the local mate-
rials, and conveys the themes in a very simple way. The materials such as straw and stone
can be used to depict a gorgeous scene, but it is quite different from the palace art which
always uses valuable materials for creation. The Chinese Farmer Art is full of local tinge,
which abstracts the natural beauty of the routine life into artistic expression. The Chinese
Farmer Art is a very important part of the Chinese culture, which is the great treasure part
to both China and the world.

There are various kinds of works in the farmer art, including all the folk arts closed as-
sociated with the basic necessities of the farmer art life and folk social life, as well as the
related works in other art forms. Besides the folk works of art such as paper-cut, shadow
play, brocade, color printing, kites, the typical farmer works of art also include: New
Year’s Painting; Farmer Paintings; the plaiting of bamboo, vine, wicker and straw; the
sculptures of bamboo, wood, root, stone, egg, melon, fruit, vegetables, clay and dough;
the artworks of bonsai, ikebana and dry flower; the samples of the zoological and botani-
cal specimen; mini traditional farming tools and so on.

The artists of the farmer art usually focus on the beautiful rural scenes, the vivid life of the
farmers, the diligence of the farmers, and the festival celebrations. And they choose very
bright colors, impressive themes and lively styles. The ordinary materials such as wheat
stalk and straw are made into fine works of art in the hands of the farmers. The artworks
made out of bamboo strips are of great artistic value. The bamboo make animals such as
eagles, cranes, swans, peacocks and mandarin ducks are just like those in the wild; the
wicker woven craftworks such as baskets and flower pots are full of natural interest, rep-
resenting the simplicity of the weaving art. The farmers also grow some specific plants for
artistic creation. All of these are typical works of Farmer art.

The farmer art, which is full of imagination, have profound cultural foundation and lo-
cal tinge. Its crafts are passed down from generation to generation, and it is the root of
the Chinese art. To promote the development of the farmer art and the prosperity of the
countryside culture, is a strategic deployment of building the socialist new countryside
forwarded by the central committee of the Party, a very important measure to accelerate
the construction of a harmonious society, an efficient way to improve the Peasant quality



and to promote the development of the rural culture industry, and an important part of ad-
vocating the Chinese civilization.

To organize a nationwide exhibition of the farmer art and to publish the painting album of
the farmer art is an effective measure to promote the development of the farmer art. It is of
great significance to organize the exhibition of the Chinese Farmer Art. It not only helps
us to completely present the art image of China, but also advance the understanding of the
Chinese folk culture by the foreign guests, which opens a window for the farmer art and is
good for the positive image of the Chinese agriculture, countryside and farmers.

With the agricultural culture as its theme, the exhibition of the Chinese Farmer Art in the
Olympic Year focuses on the folk customs, the local tinge and the Olympic complex. It
comprises of the exhibition of the works of famous countryside artists, the exhibition of
the Chinese Farmer Paintings, and the exhibition of the propaganda paintings of the Chi-
nese agriculture after 1949. The exhibition of the works of famous countryside artists ex-
hibits works of various themes including Olympic complex, rural life, legendary, agricul-
tural activities, festival celebrations, new countryside looks and fighting against disasters.
The exhibition of the Chinese Farmer Paintings exhibits many Farmer Paintings and New
Year paintings. The exhibition of the propaganda paintings of the Chinese agriculture re-
flects the courses and achievements of the agricultural and countryside development after
the establishment of PRC.

It is of much more significance to organize such an exhibition and publish the painting
album just days before Beijing Olympic Games. As part of the 2008 Beijing Olympic
Cultural festival, it is an important activity to promote the Olympic ideal. It establishes
a platform for the communication of the farmer art, represents the works of farmer art
to the world, and lets the Chinese folk art shine in the world, which not only expresses
the excitement of the Chinese farmers, but also enriches the connotation of 2008 Beijing
Olympic Games. This painting album selects more than 600 works from the exhibition of
the farmer art, which can be divided into 9 categories according to the materials, including
clay, dough, wood, straw, stone, paper, cloth, other materials and new.
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Clay sculpture uses clay as its materials. and usually has the processes of beating,
throwing and kneading. Sometimes the clay should be mixed with some cotton,
paper or honey. The clay is kneaded into figures of different colors manually, and
most of the figures are human beings and animals. The art of clay sculpture in
China can date back into Neolithic Period. and it became a very important art cat-
egory in the Han Dynasty. Many clay sculpture works such as pottery animals and
pottery ships have been found in the tombs of Western and Eastern Han Dynasties.
The development of the Taoist and Buddhism temples directly increased the de-
mand of clay sculpture models, which reached its peak time in the Tang Dynasty.
Since the Song Dynasty, the big clay figures of Buddha of religious themes con-
tinued to thrive, while the small clay sculpture toys began to emerge. Until the end
of the Qing Dynasty and the early Republican China, almost all the geographical
areas can produce clay sculpture works, and the most famous producing areas in-
clude Huishan of Wuxi, Tianjin, Fengxiang of Shaanxi Province, Baigou of Hebei
Province, Gaomi of Shandong Province, Junxian of Henan Proveince, Huaiyang

and Beijing.
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