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The Boy and the Tree

A long time ago, there was a huge apple tree. A little boy loved to come and
play around it every day. He climbed to the tree top, ate the apples, took a nap under
the shadow... He loved the tree and the tree loved to play with him.

Time went by, The little boy had grown
up and he no longer played around the tree.

One day, the boy came back to the
tree and looked sad. “Come and play with
me,” the tree asked the boy.

“I am no longer a kid, I don’t play
around trees anymore.” The boy replied, “I
want toys. I need money to buy them.”
“Sorry, but I don’t have money...but you
can pick all my apples and sell them. So,

you will have money.” The boy was so

excited. He picked all the apples on the tree
and left happily. The boy didn’t come back after he picked the apples. The tree was
sad.

One day, the boy returned and the tree was so excited. “Come and play with
me.” The tree said. “I don’t have time to play. I have to work for my family. We

need a house for shelter. Can you help me?” “Sorry, but I don’t have a house. But
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you can cut off my branches to build your house.” So the boy cut all the branches of
the tree and left happily.

The tree was glad to see him happy but the boy didn’t appear since then. The
tree was again lonely and sad. One hot summer day, the boy returned and the tree was
delighted. “Come and play with me! ” the tree said.

“I am sad and getting old. I want to go sailing to relax myself. Can you give me
a boat?” “Use my trunk to build the boat. You can sail and be happy.” So the boy cut
the tree trunk to make a boat. He went sailing and did not show up for a long time.

Finally, the boy returned after he left for so many years. “Sorry, my boy. But I
don’t have anything for you anymore. No more apples for you.” The tree said.“I don’t
have teeth to bite.” The boy replied. “ No more trunk for you to climb on.”“I am too
old for that now.” The boy said.“I really want to give you something...the only thing
left is my dying roots.” The tree said with tears. “I don’t need much now, just a place
to rest. I am tired after all these years.” The boy replied. “Good! Old tree roots are the
best place to lean on and rest. Come here, please sit down with me and have a rest.”

The boy sat down and the tree was glad and smiled with tears...
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A Box Full of Kisses

The story goes that some time ago, a man punished his 3—year—old daughter for
wasting a roll of gold wrapping paper. Money was tight and he became infuriated
when the child tried to decorate a box to put under the Christmas tree. Nevertheless,
the little girl brought the gift to her father the next morning and said, “This is for you,
Daddy.”

The man was embarrassed by his earlier overreaction, but his anger flared again
when he found out the box was empty. He yelled at her, stating, “Don’t you know,
when you give someone a present, there is supposed to be something inside?” The lit-

tle girl looked up at him with tears in her eyes and cried, “Oh, Daddy, it’s not empty
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at all. I blew kisses into the box. They 're all for you, Daddy.”

The father was crushed. He put his arms around his little girl, and he begged for
her forgiveness.

Only a short time later, an accident took the life of the child. It is also told that
her father kept that gold box by his bed for many years, and whenever he was dis-
couraged, he would take out an imaginary kiss and remember the love of the child
who had put it there.

In a very real sense, each one of us, as humans beings, have been given a gold
container filled with unconditional love and kissed... from our children, family mem-
bers, friends, and God. There is simply no possession, anyone could hold, more pre-

cious than this.
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To Buy an Hour from Father

FAMILY= (F)ATHER (A)ND (M)OTHER, (I) (L)OVE (Y)OU
A man came home from work late, tired and irritated, to find his 5—year—old son
waiting for him at the door.

“Daddy, may I ask you a question?”

| The Ajar Door | 07



“Yeah sure, what is it?” replied the man.

“Daddy, how much do you make an hour?”

“That’s none of your business. Why do you ask such a thing?” the man said angrily. “I
just want to know. Please tell me, how much do you make an hour?” pleaded the little boy.

“If you must know, I make $20 an hour.”

“Oh,” the little boy replied, with his head down. Looking up, he said, “Daddy,
may I please borrow $10?”

The father was furious, “If the only reason you asked that is so you can borrow
some money to buy a silly toy or some other nonsense, then you march yourself
straight to your room and go to bed. Think about why you are being so selfish. I work
hard everyday for such this childish behavior.”

The little boy quietly went to his room and shut the door. The man sat down and
started to get even angrier about the little boy’s questions. How dare he ask such
questions only to get some money? After about an hour or so, the man had calmed
down, and started to think: Maybe there was something he really needed to buy with
that $10 and he really didn’t ask for money very often.

The man went to the door of the little boy’s room and opened the door.

“Are you sleep, son?” He asked.

“No, daddy, I’m awake,” replied the boy.

“I’ve been thinking, maybe 1 was too hard on you earlier,” said the man, “it’s
been a long day and I took out my aggravation on you. Here the $10 you asked for.”

The little boy sat straight up, smiling. “Oh, thank you daddy!” he yelled. Then,
reaching under his pillow he pulled out some crumpled up bills. The man, seeing that
the boy already had money, started to get angry again. The little boy slowly counted
out his money, then looked up at his father.

“Why do you want more money if you already have some?” the father grumbled.

“Because I didn’t have enough, but now I do,” the little boy replied. “Daddy, I
have $20 now. Can I buy an hour of your time? Please come home early tomorrow. I

would like to have dinner with you.”
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