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Preface

With the rapid development of China’s reform and opening-up, tourism is on the
rise, esp. in recent years. More and more people from all over the world come to Chi-
na, hoping to unveil the mystery of the vast land, to discover the origins of the long his-
tory in China and to satisfy their own curiosities and fantasies as well.

China, with a long and rich history, is always proud of her countless historical sites
and cultural relics. Almost everywhere people encounter amazing miracles or natural
beauties together with their everlasting legends and myths.

Furthermore, with the strenuous work of the whole nation, China has witnessed
fundamental changes in every field. From national economy, culture and education to
people’s living standard, recreation and entertainments, everywhere and every soul is
enjoying a peaceful and comfortable life in a friendly and harmonious atmosphere. The
nation’s construction and development are changing with each passing day while people’s
views and points are also keeping pace with the times.

Under such circumstances, we feel obliged to offer some help to those foreign visi-
tors, esp. those who are coming to the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games, by giving them a
brief introduction of the things, the people and the places they might be interested in.
The series “Talk About China in English” , therefore, come into being. The series
consist of 10 books in all. They are .

1. Talk About China in English—History

2. Talk About China in English—Folklore

3. Talk About China in English—Arts

4. Talk About China in English—Culture

5. Talk About China in English—Famous Cities

6. Talk About China in English—Celebrities

7. Talk About China in English—Tourism

8. Talk About China in English—Media

9. Talk About China in English—Sports

10. Talk About China in English—Famous Colleges and Universities

Talk About China in English—Arts contains fifteen sections, including Chinese
movies , Chinese building arts, arts in Chinese characters, Chinese civil crafts, Chinese
paintings, Chinese sculpture, Chinese traditional performances, Chinese pottery art,

Chinese literature, Chinese embroidery, Chinese traditional operas, arts in Chinese




food, Chinese flower arrangement, Chinese music and Chinese epigraphy. In this book,
some famous experts and achievements are introduced and the great contributions of the
experts and their influences are also mentioned.

All the writers of the series are professors, associate professors and graduate-
students of English from colleges and universities. We all feel happy and proud to have
the chance to do our bit for the publicity of our motherland as well as her promotion.

From making plans to hatching plots, from working out schemes to carrying out the
writings, the authors have been diligent and conscientious. Through our work, we want
to provide readers with a rich and colorful introduction of an encyclopedic manner. The
series are new and creative, and sure enough, they will bring fresh feelings and experi-
ences to all readers.

The series are also helpful for all E:lglish lovers, including secondary school
students and teachers, college students, office clerks and public servants.

Both the English and Chinese versions in the series are written in simple language ,
clear structure and lively style. We hope they will find popularity upon publication.

We are extremely grateful to the authors and publishers of all the materials we have
chosen here in the series. We apologize for the insufficient information in some cases
due to lack of resources. We intend to show every respect for intellectual property
rights, but we hope our pleading of the permission to use these materials for the purpose
of letting more foreign friends know China better will receive kind and generous consid-

eration.
Authors

August 2008
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The Early Period of the ..

Movie

t the end of the 19th century, the movie was introduced into China. In
A 1896, a Western movie was shown in Shanghai, which was the first
movie showing in China. In 1905, a
photo studio in Beijing made the first
Chinese movie, which was only a collec-
tion of scenes from a Beijing opera
based on the classical novel The
Romance of the Three Kingdoms. In the
early thirties, many revolutionary movies
were produced, such as Spring
Silkworms, Plunder of Peach and Plum,
Three Modern Women, The Great Road,
Song of the Fishermen, and Crossroads.
These movies reflect the redlities of soci-
ety and the wishes of the people.

During the Anti-Japanese War,
many progressive movies were made,
such as Defend Our Land, The March of .
Victory, The North Is Ours, Sons and Daughters of China, and The Snowy Taihang
Mountains. The movies reflected the people’s requirement for resistance against Ja-




