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Spirit as Hard as Han Stone
(Preface)

Taking the chance of setting up the Youth Tourism & Popular Science Education Base
in tourism enterprises of Changping District, Beijing, I had an access to the Desert Rare
Stone Museum in Gujiang Village, Liusha Town and got acquainted with Mr. Wei Jinxue, a
collector of desert rare stones.

Stepping into the museum, I was fascinated with the various shapes, styles, forms and
colors of rare stones, such as blue agate, purple crystal, read and green jasper, snow white
chalcedony, black rose marble, brown jigu stone, etc. What a fabulous picture there! Before
this visit I had never heard or seen such wonderful rare stones. Thus I came up with a desire
to know more about them as well as Mr. Wei.

Mr. Wei Jinxue, born in Li County, Hebei Province of Jizhong Plain in 1948, developed
an interest in stones when he was a student. During decades of working experience, he was
ever an army soldier and then a successful entrepreneur. In the pursuit of this hobby, he gave
up career 15 years ago and began to collect rare stones. He spent 4 years’ time paying four
in-depth visits to Bayannaoer League and Alasan League of Inner Mogolia, totally covering
over 8,000 kilometers and collecting nearly 40 trucks of rare stones. Harsh environment,
dangerous road, or even severe challenges to the limit of life could not conquer his
confidence and great determination. He has been composing a legend history of rare stones
with his own life.

It is said that collectors and their stones interact. The characteristics of desert stones are
hard, genuine and simple, which exactly summarizes Mr. Wei’s personality. On the ribbon-
cutting ceremony of Desert Rare Stone Museum, though Mr. Wei’s friends tried to persuade
him to change his dusty clothes, he refused, saying, “The stones are natural and so am I. I
am what I look right now, for I have to deal with my stones every day.”

Mr. Wei values stones as his own life and becomes a stone addict rarely seen in this
world.

He talks with the stones as if they are integral life companion of his. I used to joke
with him that he has a face looking like agate. Stone is simply his soul and he regards every
single piece as a painting, a poem or a song.

When we asked him why he set up the museum and allowed visitors to access, he
answered, “To appreciate beauty by oneself is not as good as to share beauty with others.
Isn’t it a better idea to bring happiness to others?”

For the younger generation, appreciating rare stones is also a good way to spread
popular science education, which not only amazes their eyes with nature’s marvels, but
enriches their knowledge and enables them to exploit the included spirit of rare stones as
well. Thus they will love our home more, and better cherish the globe where they live.
Just as Mr. Wei’s original intention indicated, “Rather than oneself happy, why not make
everyone happy?” Doesn’t that make more sense?

Beijing Changping Science technigue association Vice-chairman
Yang Feng Xia
2008.6.28
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Formation Cause, Appreciation & Collection
of Desert Rare Stones

As collection is becoming more and more popular both home and abroad, the collection of rare stones appears
as a new force that suddenly arises. You can even see them among international auction articles. In our country as
well as Asia-pacific region, desert rare stones are also like a fantastic flower full in blossom and growing with time
in the collection circle.

Hundreds of millions of years ago, due to the unique geometrical structure and some other causes such as
lithosphere dislocation, transition, volcanic eruption, wind blow, gravel, etc. in Inner Mongolia and Xinjiang, tens of
thousands of marvelous desert “genii” came into being over the vast Gobi desert, with years’ essence left on every
single piece of stone through harsh natural development. People feel refreshed when appreciating them, as if they
were in a dream full of lasting charm and appeal. In collection circle, they are favorably named as desert stones,
or Gobi stones, or fengli stones, or fengling stones. Only in Xinjiang they have one unified name, desert stones.
Generally desert rare stones include agate, jasper, chalcedony, gianceng stone, basalt, silicified wood, etc, most of
which belong to siliceous category, with hardness ranging from 6.5 to 7.0 degrees.

“The stone that cannot speak deserves utmost love from people”. To love and collect stones satisfies people’
s demand to admire nature and return to the original simple past, nurtures people’s sentiment with elegant spiritual
enjoyment, and brings increasingly obvious economic value in terms of collection, appreciation, scientific research
and inheritage. In rare stone collection, to tell a desert rare stone good from bad, with or without collecting value,
largely depends on several factors out of its unique features, i.e. texture, shape, color and artistic conception.

Substance: substance refers to the chemical composition and physical property of rare stones. It serves as one
of the essential factors to judge the value of rare stone. Comparing an agate of silicon substance with a stone of
gravel or sand substance, is just like comparing gold with bronze. Desert rare stones are mostly of silicon substance.
Top grade is always with greater density and purer substance. As it is hard, difficult to grind or finish, even a little bit
of grinding or trimming would make labor traces clear at a glance. Thus it is more difficult to cheat on desert stones.

Shape: shape is one of the essential standards to Judge a rare stone if it is of collection or appreciation value.
Various forms, odd shapes and imposing manner are the second outstanding feature of Desert rare stones. A rare
stone may have every shape or image that one expects to find, like the heaven and the world, people, animals, fish,
insects, flowers and birds, etc. Those in odd shape that impress people at a glance are exquisite stones, while others
with similarity in both shape and spirit to a vivid degree are of even higher rank.

Color: color can add oddness to rare stones and exaggerate the theme. Rich in color and glitter is the third
feature of desert rare stones. Due to different mineral composition they have, the color includes single shade and
compound shade. Single shade looks pure and slightly transparent while compound shade has flowing colors and
glitters. More amazing is the one which has similar shape and spirit and meanwhile “clones” exactly every color of
different parts as the original.

In recent years, it became a topic worth showing off to collect several desert rare stones with “black and red”
or “cooked crab red” desert paint. Such desert paints can be found everywhere in this album, which can be called a
constellation of desert paints.

Artistic conception: conception is to a rare stone what soul or spirit is to a man. For a good desert rare stone,
the longer you look at it, the more charm and appeal you’ll find. Its broad artistic conception and wonderful verve
makes you relax and think far beyond, which is said to be the fourth feature of desert rare stones. Long years of
formation, special location in the Gobi desert with few human habitation, free from visits or disturbance throughout
hundreds of millions of years, and influence from climate, geographic position, people’s support plus great natural
force, all of which enable the desert rare stone to form spiritual, odd, colorful and various shapes.

With flowing colors and glitters, desert rare stones are natural result embedded with Gobi spirit through all
harsh and severe tests of nature in the unique geographic environment of Gobi desert. They become tough and
resilient with all hardships, and detached with elegance and convention. F eaturing in nature’s creation and formation,
various shapes, as well as unique conception, the desert rare stones are the most loved ones of extensive collectors.
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