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General Preface

Zhang Famao

Hubeiis also named of Eh, and also called Jingchu in the past. It
is located in the middle region of the Yangtze River and the north of
Dongting Lake. Being an inland province of China, it neighbors Anhui
in the east, Jiangxi and Hunan in the south, Chonggqing in the west,
Shaanxiin the northwest, and Henan in the north. Its provincial cov-
erage is 185, 900 square kilos, Hubei has beautiful mountains and
rivers, with rich soil, wet climate and convenient transportation. It
has always had rich land and brilliant people.Hubei has a long history.
For tens of thousand of years ago, the ancient ape people were
living there. It was one of the major places of activities for the primi-
tive people. The 2 origins of Chinese civilizaion, Yangtze Culture and
Zhongyuan Culture, meet and merge here. The long history and par-
ticular geological environment has created rich and colorful natu-
ral and humanistic sights. In the Neo Stone Age, the well-known Daxi
Culture, Qujialing Culture and Longshan Culture have recorded the
traces of pre-historical people living on this land. The antique Panlong
City in Yin and Shang Dynasty, the Jinan City in the Period of Spring
and Autumn and the Warring States, which was the capital of Chu,
although their streets and lanes have long disappeared from the
land, the site of the cities still remained. Lisao By Qu Yuan, Boya play-
ing his musical instrument,Zhaojun leaving the mainland for the
norhern land, the war among the three kingdoms, and the Jiugong
Mountain Battle of Li Zicheng in the end of Ming Dynasty and begin-
ning of Qing Dynasty all left their historical fraces on the land of
Jingchu. The antique Taoist architecture groups of Wudang Mountain,
Baotong Buddhist Temple and Guiyuan Temple have attracted pil-
grims far from Southeast Asia and Japan. The antique architecture
groups of Wudang Mountain and the Xian Tomb of Ming Dynasty,
with their profound historical and religious significance, have become

2 sights among the list of world cultural heritage. In mid and late 19t
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century, the architecture in the foreign-settlement, built by the great
powers with force, the modern industry established by Zhang Zhidong,
and the red tower, the first station in Wuchang Rise that terminated
the feudalist reign in China are still the bright spots of our city today.
When new China was founded, Hubei became a major construc-
tion area of the country. 156 major projects in the first 5-year Plan
were in Hubei, and many projects such as wuhan Steel Works, Wuhan
Heavy Industry, Wuhan Vessel, Wuhan Boiler and Steel Smelting were
located in Hubei, which greatly boosted the city construction and
development of Hubei in that period. The construction of the Yangtze
Bridge makes the natural moat of Yangtze River a smooth path. The
construction of infrastructure and projects, including the “3-line"in
the 1960's and 70's and the series of large water control projects,
such as Danjiangkou, Gezhouba and the Three Gorges make
Yichang the famous city on electricity saving and tourism, and cre-
ate such star cities as Shashi and Xiangfan. The second vehicle city
of our country-Shiyan was established on plain ground. These mag-
nificent construction achievements make Hubei a brilliant blossom
in the garden of construction of China. The architecture of Hubei
Province which have inherited outstanding history and culture,un-
der the influence of geology,climate,environment and human
factors,have assembled the beauty of the architecture culture of
the south,the simplicity and unsophisticated character of the archi-
tecture culture in the middle land,and the architecture features of
the western minorities,and Shanghai and Anhui style.Also because it
opened earlier for international business,it has been influenced by
western culture.lt formed its own inclusive feature and has its own
position in the architecture field of China.

Like other earlier architecture in China,the architecture in Hubei

Province before the 19" century were mostly of wooden structure,




and the functions and duration of the materials can't compare to
the modern architecture made of steel and concrete, and hence
couldn't stand the erosion of time,wind and rain.Moreover,with the
change of dynasties and the chaos of wars, many famous historical
architecture were destroyed either in war or in turbulences of
invasion. Even worse was the turmoil in the Cultural Revolution,which
led to the fact that we could only feel the once magnificent Jingchu
Culture from the preserved part of the historical cities and historical
streets,and unearthed cultural relics.The architecture from Ming Dy-
nasty and Qing Dynasty,although some of them managed to remain
till today,are in poor condition too,likely to collapse anytime.Today,
the large-scale modern city construction and the reconstruction of
old regions inevitably erased the cultural features of the city and the
architecture.The soul and spirit of Jingchu Culture is fading.Based
on the concept of scientific development that guide various con-
struction and cultural development.in accordance with the major
guidelines of the “three represents”, with the construction of ad-
vanced new culture of China as the basis,we organized and com-
piled this large set of books on architectural technology-"Collec-
tion of Architecture in Hubei". The purpose of this set is to better in-
herit and promote the architecture of Hubei,explore the regional
features and traditional style of its architecture,get inspiration and
design ideas,promote architecture creation art,and comprehensively
improve the architecture design level in Hubei.By publishing this set
of boks,we also aim at completely,objectively and fruly presenting
the history and glorious achievement of the local architecture of
Hubei,when some historical architecture sfill exist and are available
to us.This set of books is dedicated to leaders of various levels,ex-
perts and colleagues in the architecture industry,teachers and stu-

dents in architecture institutes,and researchers and archeologists in
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relevant fields.We earnestly wish this set of books have succeeded
in some measure in analyzing the architecture culture in Hubei and
the conclusion of modern and contemporary architecture,and could
help readers get a better understanding and interest in Jingchu Cul-
ture and the development of Hubei architecture culture,hence give
an insight into the creation and development of architecture cul-
ture in Hubei in the new age.This book could also be collected by
various libraries as historical materials.

“Collection of Architecture in Hubei" is a large set of books of 5
Volumes,which are “Antique Architecture in Hubei","Modern Archi-
tecture in Hubei","Traditional Residential Buildings in Hubei",and
“World Cultural Heritage-the Antique Architecture Groups of
Wudang Mountain".The whole set included typical architecture of
various period with research value,which are actually well preserved
and have relatively well-preserved materials,with pictures,charts and
word illustration as the major expression forms.We tried to present
clear,accurate and artistic pictures and charts,and simple,concise
and worth reading writing.The structure and compiling order is ap-
propriate and the ideas and conception is clear and well expressed.
While making this whole set of books one of high taste,high quality
and high level,it is also our goal fo make it one of high value in
appreciation,art,collection,teaching,and academic research.

“Collection of Architecture in Hubei" is also a large comprehen-
sive set of books on architecture history,which includes large amount
of contents,has a great time span and concerns a wide range of
issues.Therefore,during the compiling process.first,we tried to make
the whole book integrated and unified in terms of the content com-
bination and the structure proportion of the different volumes;on the
basis of reflecting the architecture level,architecture art and local

features of Hubei Province, we focused on the display of the archi-




tecture achievement and the best of the architecture works during
different periods.Those before the Opium War in 1840 were included
as antique architecture, those between 1840-1949 were included as
modern architecture,and those after 1949 were included as con-
temporary architecture.

In order to prevent repetition of items included in various volumes,
besides residential buildings and contemporary architecture,the ar-
chitecture in various ages were classified by the type and placed in
chronological order on this basis.The antique architecture included
in this book are alll major cultural relic preservation units of provincial
level or above,and contemporary architecture are all prize-winning
designs.Apart from architecture,the volumes have also included the
major objects of city sights and project facilities.Secondly,the con-
sisting parts of the whole set all come with language illustration that
reflects the features of the architecture in Hubei Province.The archi-
tecture were introduced mainly with pictures,supplemented with 3-
dimensional chart,plane chart and environment layout chart.Some
lost antique architecture of high research value were depicted with
ink chart or effect chart according to the materials,and each picture
(chart)would go with simple infroduction,which focuses on the age,
origin and history,cultural background,architecture features and the
artistic value.Thirdly,because the details of various architecture could
not be all covered and listed,the typical details(forms and

freatments)of strong time feature,such as the stone carving,rails,cor-
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bel-bracket sets(arch), window panels,door eaves,and architecture
decoration and color application were included in the item class,
and not listed individually.Fourthly.there has been an unified com-
piling rule and style for the volumes of the set and the mounting and
design style is consistent.

The compiling of the large set of books— "Collection of Archi-
tecture in Hubei"was completed under the direct planning and lead-
ership of Hubei Construction Department.The whole compiling pro-
cess lasted 2 years. In time of the publishing of this set of books,we
wish to extend our sincere gratitude to evey expert,scholar,univer-
sity teacher and student and concerning unit,department and indi-
vidual who have been involved in the work and provided materials
to this set of books.

This set of books is the result of the long-time investigation,wide
collection of materials,analysis,classification,selection and exquis-
ite design of many reputable scholars,experts and university teach-
ers and students.Modern technical means were applied to as-
semble all the facts and materials,and the book shows an exquisite
design and mounting,which makes it a valuable book for teaching
and historical material recording.However,because the book has
covered a wide time span,and the region throughout Jingchu
(Hubei).and an all-inclusive content,the hardship of the work is
beyond words.Therefore,there might be mistakes in it ,which are
humbly awaiting the rectification of experts from domestic and

overseas.
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Introduction

Wudang Mountain, also by the name of Taihe Mountain and
Xianshi Mountain, was conferred by a Ming emperor as "Dayue” and
"Xuanyue'. It is located in Danjiangkou City, which is in the northwest
of Hubei Province. It covers 800 Li, with 72 peaks, 36 rock formations
and 24 creeks. The major peak Tianzhu Peak is 1612 meters above
sea level. It is one of the major places of interest of China, a famous
Taoist mountain, and the location of the antique architecture group
of Wudang Mountain, the world cultural heritage.

The antique architecture group of Wudang Mountain was first
built during Zhenguan Reign of Tang Dynasty (627-649). With ex-
pansion through the various dynasties, the architecture has
achieved a certain volume. In early Ming Dynasty, Emperor Yongle
assigned 200,000 soldiers, workers and craftsmen, who completed
the construction of 7 palaces, 9 temples, 36 ancestral temples and
72 rock temples in 13 years, on the basis of the original architecture.
The architecture form 33 groups, which is of an enormous volume.
After Yongle Reign, Wudang Mountain has become the site of royal

temples of Ming Dynasty. The royalty assigned eunuch Tidu for man-
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agement and froops were stationed there for protection. The newly
enthroned emperors would send off specific officials to the moun-
tain to honor immortals, also for expansion and repair of the
architecture. Various preferences and privileges were granted to the
mountain and the architecture volume was on the rise. Wudang
Mountain became the "first immortal mountain”.

The antique architecture groups of Wudang Mountain mainly
consist of the royal temples and palaces built in early Ming Dynasty.
They are the largest antique architecture groups that ancient Chi-
nese emperors built with single investment, in a single construction
period, and with single planning. The general planning is precise,
with clear distinction between the major and minor parts, and proper
order of larger and smaller parts. The layout of the architecture comes
in proper shape. The environment of the architecture is out of ex-
quisite selection. They are the outstanding architecture masterpieces
of genius and creative planning. The antique architecture groups of
Wudang Mountain show variety in types, almost covering all the ar-

chitecture forms of Ming Dynasty. The architecture show good



