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Preface to Chinese Translation of
“Electrodiagnosis in Diseases of Nerve and Muscle:

Principles and Practice”, Third Edition

Dr. Tiecheng Guo and his colleagues, with the help from my old friend, Dr. Yu Zhu, have
translated “Electrodiagnosis in Disease of Nerve and Muscle (Edition 3)”. I am happy to write this
preface to express my joy and excitement that the book has finally been made available here in
China. Originally intended only for distribution inside America, it soon found its way to other Eng-
lish speaking countries. With enthusiastic reception in the US and Europe, it was then translated
into Japanese in my home country. This Chinese version marks another major step forward in pro-
moting this field of medicine in this part of the world which is advancing very rapidly.

The first edition (1983) grew out of my personal experience in working with fellows and resi-
dents in the Electromyography Laboratory at the University of Iowa. It was aimed for clinicians who
perform electrodiagnostic procedures as an extension of their clinical examination. As such, it em-
phasized the electrical finding in the context of the clinical disorder. The second edition (1989)
added major changes, reflecting the rapid medical and technological advances in the field. Imme-
diately after its completion, unforeseen turn of events prompted my unscheduled return to Kyoto to
teach at my alma mater. A re-entry crisis after a 30-year stay abroad climaxed with a misguided
legal probe into our accounting for the 10th International Congress of EMG and Clinical Neuro-
physiology, which I served as convener. Ironically, the incident, which ended happily (for us)
with the resignation of the prosecutor, provided me with an unexpected opportunity to concentrate
on rewriting during my forced seclusion at home. Thus, I was able to cover all the new and emerg-
ing fields in our discipline in the third edition (2001), the source for this translation.

I wish to take this opportunity to thank all the contributors for their willingness to write and
rewrite the chapters and their patience and constructive effort to achieve the goal. 1 commend this
publication, which is up to date and inclusive. The reader will find it a useful addition to his or
her library as a reference and teaching source. The book fills the needs of the electromyographer,
providing a practical approach to solve most of the problems commonly encountered in the field of
peripheral neurology in China and neighboring countries. I hope this volume helps bridge the gap
between the East and West as it pertains to the practice of electrodiagnosis. I am most eager to
learn whether or not this translation will meet with the approval of Chinese specialists. But, on this

sunny autumn day, when we celebrate the conclusion of this project, the future can wait.

Jun Kimura, MD
Towa City
September, 2007
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