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Abstract

Through carding the profound historical material domestically
and overseas, this paper adopts synthesized methods of combining
macro & micro, static & dynamic to study the regulations and laws
concerning economic activities of the foreign merchants that stayed
in China during late Qing Dynasty, to better understand the chan-
ging Ch.inese society.

Besides the preface and the epilogue, the backbone has 9
parts.

Chapter 1  Ancient foreign - related economic regulations and

_laws of China. Based on profound historical material, the paper de-
scribed the main contents, generalized the character and talked a-
bout the influence of ancient foreign — related economic regulations
and laws. The visual angle.-of this part is mainly form a macrocosm
view so that comparison of those with Late Qing is more convenient
and the historical clue ‘of the foreign — related economic regulations

and laws more clear.

Chapter 2  is about the forming of Late Qing ’s foreign —
related economic regulations and laws. Owing to the breaking of tra-
ditional foreign — related regulations and laws yet the want of regula-
ting foreign. economic activities, new system gradually came into be-
ing with fierce arguing. It could be divided into 3 phases with

Nangjing treatise, Tianjin ~ beijing treatise, Maguan treatise as
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Abstract

mark stones respectively and with more and more hardship and com-
plexity. We can see clearly the aggressive onrush of the foreign
privilege and the unwilling encroachment and losing of the sove-
reignty of Chinese government.

Chapter 3 Foreign - related commodity trade regulations and
laws. Trade tended to be more liberal and profuse in this period.
Trade market moved forwards not only along the coastline, but a-
long the River, the frontier as well. Commodity in the markets in-
cluded all that could be dealt with even some traditionally forbidden
stuff was included in legal trade. These not only changed a lot com- -
pared with before and marked with the traits of the time, but gave a
loose legal environment and influenced China greatly as well.

Chapter 4  discussed the regulations and laws concerning the

special commodity opium. Opium trade is one of the most per-
plexing. problems facing Late Qing government. Domestic regula-
tions and laws tackling such a problem were made as well as inter-
national bargaining. Opium trade was once illegal, then was legal ,
at last was gradually banned. Every decision js not easy. Though
the attitude of the government is constantly firm, yet how can it
hold up when its surviving or not was held in others’ hands?
Chapter 5 is with regard to foreign investing regulations and
laws. Foreign investment grew up gradually and spurred obviously
after Jiawu War. With the legalizing of foreign investment it soon
prospered in almost all the national economic fields. This part
mainly dealt with those regulating the investment in industrial, rail-
way, mining, and loans in that these investments brought huge in-

terests to foreign capital and huge damagﬁ to China’ s economy and
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Abstract

finance. It did propel the economy sometime but it was the tool to
gain economic and political interests for the foreigners.

Chapter 6 is about the comprador system. Nearly all thé fo-

reign economic activities can’ t-be done without compradors. Regu-

lations and laws concerning them were surely an essential part of
foreign — related economic law. Afier a detailed description we can
see that comprador system was factually the extension and enlarge-
ment of the foreign privileges yet it did influence china’s ’ecénom'ic
and judicial circumstances. .

Chapter 7 talks about regulations and laws regulating foreign
merchants recruit new workers from China. This is an important
business for foreign merchants. The government of Late Qing made
different regulations and laws concerning this business with the
1860 Beijing Treatise as a mark stone. Prior to it, the government
stuck to traditional banning yet had no effect; foreign merchants can
factually recruit whomever they want without limitation. Hence-
forth, the government acknowledged that they had right to recruit
under the control of recruitment regulations, yet still with little ef-
fectiveness. .

Chapter 8 Duty regulations and laws. After the Opium war,
the Custorris sovereignty of Qing government was encroached gradu-
ally as below: the Customs administrative rights was taken over by
foreigners, duty setting and regulaling must gain the approval of
foreign governments, almost all duty cases involving foreigners
can’t be dealt with independently. Moreover, all the prevention
measures and legal liabilities about duty evasion had only textual

meaning , they were always spoiled by the poor quality of themselves
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or by intentional destroy. Duty regulations and laws in this period
had very passive influence on China’ s economy and finance and
really embodied tile traits of a semi — feudal and semi - colony
society.,

Chapter 9 concerns about the problem — solving mechanism
related foreign economic disputes. There were mainly two ways to
solve disputes: intercession and litigation. Generally intercession
went first. If it didn’ t work then came to the way of litigation. In
litigation, principle of respondent was always adopted and some-
times motherland of the involving party can send someone to observe
the trial. In addition, Huishen Gongxie in French concession had
judicial domination rights that originally belonged to China thus
gave more. impacts on the Chinese judicial sovereignty. All these
regulations and laws- that formed through treatises between China
and other countries did harm to the judicial sovereignty at differf:nt
levels. But objectively they also introduced western judicial ideas,
priciples, institutions into China as a main channel of learning the
West and at the same time promoted the innovation of laws, acce-

lerated the judicial reform of Late Qing government.
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