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Prafacs

Easy Chinese for Kids is a textbook designed for elementary school students whose first
language is English. In the United States, each state has a set of Languages Other than English
(LOTE) Standards, which serve as guidelines for curriculum designing and textbook writing for
foreign language teaching in K~12 schools. In LOTE Standards, skills in reading and writing are
treated separately from those in speaking and listening, and the primary objectives are set to enable
students to achieve effective communication. LOTE Standards point out that pedagogy and teaching
materials adopted in the foreign language teaching should not only provide linguistic information to
students but also facilitate the acquisition and utilization of the information.

In writing Easy Chinese for Kids, we closely followed guidelines stipulated in LOTE Standards
of several states. We also took into considerations the learning methods children most commonly

use. Easy Chinese for Kids features the following:

ng and writing’

Some say that for an English speaker, learning the Chinese language is in reality learning two
languages: one is used for speaking and listening, another for reading and writing. While it is
relatively easy to learn how to listen to and speak Chinese, English speakers often find it extremely
challenging learning to read and write the language. One analogy of simultaneously teaching these
two sets of different skills is having an ox pulling an automobile—both parties go much more slowly
than if they were moving ahead independently. Easy Chinese for Kids aims to build children’s
speaking and listening skills at a much faster pace than their skills in reading and writing Chinese
characters. Therefore, we did not include any character writing component in the first volume of the
series. We believe children will benefit more if they learn the Pinyin Romanization system first

before introducing characters to them.

Contrary to what many believe, Pinyin was not created to facilitate foreigners in learning
Chinese. A century ago, Chinese linguists and intellectuals began to promote a campaign of
Romanizing Chinese characters. Between late 19th century and early 20th century, various systems

were devised and tested. This issue of Romanizing characters was later discussed again by the
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Chinese government in the 1950’s, and Pinyin system was approved and adopted as the official
system in China. These days, if a non-Chinese person wants to acquire good pronunciation in
Chinese, he/she needs to have a good command of the Pinyin system.

Pinyin is unique in that it warrants a learning process that involves the knowledge of not only
the correct sounds for its spellings, but also the common pitfalls English speakers encounter. It
would be of great disservice to the students if a teacher does not provide a systematic training in
how to use the system to his students.

Based on this conviction, we began this book with Pinyin. Our goal is for students to learn
correct pronunciation as well as the ability to write in Pinyin. We decided to take an
unconventional approach when we designed the lessons on Pinyin. Traditionally, Pinyin is
introduced in sets of similar sounds, e.g. “b, p, m, f”, or “d, t, n, I”. We believe, however, that it
would be easier for English-speaking children to learn the system if they learn it in the order of the
English alphabet. We have also adopted an innovative approach in presenting the finals. Instead
of grouping the finals based on the first vowel, e.g. “ i, ia, ian”, etc., we start with finals that consist
of only one letter, followed by those that consist of two, three, and four letters. We hope that this

approach will help children better understand and remember the Chinese sound system.

3. Standard and Practical Topic design

Easy Chinese for Kids consists of a textbook and a teacher’s guide, i.e. Easy Chinese for Kids:
Teacher’s Guide. In the textbook, we incorporate areas such as greetings, colors, shapes, food, time,
school life, etc., conforming to guidelines set forth by LOTE Standards in several states. New words
is reinforced through being incorporated in later lessons. Students are expected to fully understand
the vocabulary in the dialogues and communicate with each other in similar situations; furthermore,
they are encouraged to create their own dialogues in specific situations provided to them. There is

no grammatical annotation in the textbook. Grammar is discussed only in the Teacher’s Guide.

4. Complete and convenient Easy Chinese for Kids: Teacher’s Guide

In the Teacher’s Guide, various exercises and games are provided for each lesson. These
activities aim to help students with their pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar. To facilitate the
instruction of grammar, we prepared the notes and explanations based on our understanding of what
will present the most challenges to the students and how to help overcome these challenges best.
Students will be less likely to find learning grammar uninteresting, and will be able to master it and
put it to use more quickly. Sentence structures are provided in this manual so that the teacher
could clearly show his student how to correctly make a sentence. We believe that becoming familiar

with various sentence structures is the basis of developing good listening and speaking skills, and is

5



an integral part of a communicative approach. It is crucial for our students to have such training in

sentence structures, as it is the foundation for taking students’ communication skills from single

phrases all the way to more extensive discourse.
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Pinyin: Initials 1

Pinyin initials: a consonant at the start of a word, either uppercase or lower-
case.

Practice these Pin.yin initials.

Bb

[similar to boh in boy]

Dd

[similar to deh in duck ]

\_ o
Read them in Pinyin. |

ba da

N\ eight X big ‘

baba didi ‘

€% father 5o 5o younger brother Y

Now find those same words and tone marks below. Circle them with colored pens.

bad bd bd ba

da da da da

di di dr di




Practice these Pinyin initials.

oo

[similar to foch in four ]

Gg

[similar to gu in glue ]

Read them in Pinyin.

fa gége
& hair 5 older brother
ge

78 cooked rice; meal A measure word for people and things

Now find those same words and tone marks below. Circle them with colored pens.

fa fa fa fa

fan fan fan fan

=y rd 4 N

ge ge ge ge

Practice these Pinyin initials.

Hh

[similar to huh in honey ]

J )

[similar to jee in jeans ]




Read them in Pinyin.

hén ji

1R very pic) chicken
hdo jigjie

¥ good p1:R1: older sister
hén hdo jia

1RFF very good; fine % family; home

Now find those same words and tone marks below. Circle them with colored pens.

hén hén héen

hao hdo hdo hao

.y s =\

i Ji Ji Ji

LR - s, DR DIEEEN

jié jié jié jie

jian Jidn jian

Practice these Pinyin initials.

L

[similar to luh in love ]

K k

[similar to ku in kangaroo ]




Read them in Pinyin.

ké lit

] thirsty = six
kdu IGo
=4 mouth * old

Now find those same words and tone marks below. Circle them with colored pens.

ké ke ke ke

kou kou kou
lid l1() lit v
[e]e) ldo IGo fele)

¢! Learn to Say.

Baba hén hdo.

%‘%} 1R *F (My) father is fine.

Jigjie hén hdo.

JHHE R A (My) older sister is fine.

Gége hén hdo.
5F 1R ¥, (My) older brother is fine.




Didi  hén hdo.

5:?’ ﬁlﬁ’ 1R I, (My) younger brother is fine.
Zaijian!
HI! Good-bye !

) Write these words in Pinyin.

older sister younger brother
father A older brother -
family o fine; véry good

eight 7 six




Pinyin: Initials 2

Practice these Pinyin initials.

M m

[similar to moch in morning ]

Read them in Pinyin.

ma

L mother

ma

vk question mark

ndinai
Y3905
ndn

3

N n

[similar to nuh in nurse ]

-y

you

that

paternal grandmother

male

Now find those same words with 1% and 3™ tones with colored pens.

ma ma ma ma
mel mel mel
ni ni all al
na na na
NnAl nal
nan nan nan nan




