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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY OF THE AUTHOR

Jidi Maja (1961— ), Yi nationality, a native of the
Yi Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan, China. At present
he is secretary of the Secretariat of Chinese Writers
Association, vice-president of All-China Youth
Federation and member of the tenth CPPCC.

He is one of the famous contemporary representative
poets of the minority nationalities of China. His major
collections of poems are: The Song of The First Love
(1985); The Dream of a Yi Native (1990); The Sun of
Rome (1991); Selected Translations of Jidi Maja's
Poems (1992); Selected Poems by Jidi Maja(1992) and
The Forgotten Words (1998). He has had the honor
many times to win china state prize for Literature such

as, the 3 Chinese Poetry Prize (for his collection of
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poems The Song of The First Love), the top award to
poetry of the 2" Prize for Minority Nationality
Literature (for his poem-series A Self-Portrait and
Something Else), Sichuan province Prize for
Literature(for his poem-series Twelve Poems of Jidi
Maja), the award to poetry of the 4" Prize for Minority
Nationality Literature (For The Dream of a Yi Native)
and Zhuang Zhong Wen Prize For Literature (in 1994).
His poetry has drawn world-wide attention and many of
his poems have been translated into English, French,
Italian, Japanese, Spanish, Romanian and so on. He has
led Chinese Writers deputation and China Youth
deputation to take part in some international activities

many times.
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Self-portrait

The wind that spoke quietly to the child on the ridge at dusk
Has gone far away to where a fairy-tale awaits it

Leave your name, child, on this land

For some day you may die with dignity

——A note on the title

The history I have written in Yi on this land
Is a woman's babe whose cord cannot be cut

My painful name
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