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The birds have flown, we hear no more their
clamour,

But winter's angry winds not soon will start to

blow ——-

Upon the empty fields there pours the azure glow

Of skies that have not lost the warrith of summer.
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Unit 1

Retrosexual Man
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and éfeat consume:ré' of men’s cosmetic products. They use hair gel.
Retrosexuals are scared of hair gel.
Secretly I've always thought my husband could stand to be just a

[ -

little bit more metro. Sometimes I buy him fancy shaving cream and
leave it suggestively on his side of sink. He never gets the hint. He
prefers a ten-second dry shave with a plastic disposable razor and toilet
paper to stanch (1t f2) the wounds.

From time to time my husband’s retrosexuality bothers me. He
can’t understand why it’s time to paint the kitchen when we just painted
it 9 years ago. He doesn’t grasp why we need expensive blinds (i % %
#) on the kitchen windows when we leave them permanently rolled up.
He’s baffled that my haircuts cost ten times more than his do, and he
thinks massages are a waste of time. There’re many things on which
we’ll never see eye to eye.

But there’re advantages to my husband’s retrosexual orientation,
and they are large. For example, being completely indifferent to
appearance, a retrosexual will never complain that you’re putting on
weight. This is one of the foundation stones of a good marriage. Also,
it’s easy to impress him with your culinary skills. My husband is so
graateful to get out of kitchen duty, he brags about my cooking even

o thoughmm s usually quite lousy. He is happy to do certain household
taﬁs like, .garbage duty ang replacing hght bulbs. He knows it’s his job
2 alk { plumbers and el?:tncxans Wq have lapsed into tired gender
reotypes. We don’t care. We only w1sh there were a third gender to
the Kitty litter (%% ).
y I blame myself for the fmuggmg at the chemist’s. I never should
aVe let him go-alone. Somethmg smiiaf‘%muld ‘have happened if I’d
wandered 1nto an electronics store and tried to buy a fancy new TV.

e
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blames his new socks. Off he went to the chemist to get something to
rub on them. He was excited when he got home. “This will do the
trick”, he said and showed me a small bottle. According to the label,
the ingredients included Vichy thermal-spa water (&% # 4% /) from
France, which explains why the bottle cost $ 43.

“You’ve been mugged”, I said. He didn’t know he could have got
exactly what he needed (minus the Vichy water) for $ 3.99 to treat his
itchy feet.

Naturally I teased him ever since. But actually I have no interest in
men who are interested in skin care. I'm happy to let them worry about
oil level in the car. Some might call this sexist. I call it a sensible
division of labor. And it’s a chief benefit of marriage.

(651 wonds)

RC000)

1. Genuine guys are sometimes known as retrosexuals, to distinguish
them from metrosexuals, who are men with the good taste of gay
men, only they’re straight. ﬁ-%/\fﬂfﬁl"’i BRIEFA AR S

T A A R B A1 & A RIS 5%%&5&:;;@” »
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2. Secretly I've always ﬂlought my husband could stand to be just a’%
little bit more metro. # F Z & — ﬁ.ﬁ?ﬁﬁlﬂé‘]iii’fu-ﬁ-
mHE— %, .

3. This will do the trick. ® j“jﬁwiis& =3

4. We have Iapsed into tired gender stereotypes #M Yé)\ T %%é‘l 3
Al A E, ;
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baffle ['beefl] ot. EE
disposable [dis'pouzabl]

P ad THFH, —KMEH
genuine ['dzenjom] adj. X I #
grooming ['gruzmip | n. 17 %

‘ ingredient [m'gn'djant] n. #a

3 sa.z] n %E
‘ omntaﬂon [iomren'terfon]
| R Em
| razor [‘rerza(n)] n. ¥4 71
rub [rab] v, Bk
unsupervised [An'sjupa,vaizd]
| ad EAKEH

_ indifferent [in'diforont]

- plumber ['plamboa] n. %% T

cnllmn'y [ kAlmarl] adj. % ’t:‘{-#J
electrician [nlek'trifon] n. ® T

) gender ['dzenda(r)] n. # 5l

grasp [gra:sp] vz, T 4o

 adj. [+to] A
lousy ['lavz1] adj.‘ﬂ # iy :
mug [mag] v, TH(EaBE)

permanently ['ps:monantli] adv. & 2 #:
remote [r1'mout] adj. & 3%ty , & 8%ty
sink [sipk] n. &4

brag about X %
foundation stones ¥ # 7
(be) particular about 3k 5| &y
roll up % #& %

shaving cream #| /1 &
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sexual adj. M P4k 4 . sexual relationship %M %X %
sexism n. ‘M A BAL
sexist n./adj. MR I # (A)
metrosexual #f " £ % = metropolitan (#f 7 #9) + sexual
retrosexual #8 T & 44 $ A = retrogressive (&1L #9) + sexual
sexploitation &1 #] B = sex + exploitation (#] /)
sexpot n. BB A
sex appeal % 7
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Unit2

The Puritans Behind
the Myths
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e and how we live today?
~ Most Americans picture the Puritans as people who had no humor

Judgment on the rest of the world. That stereotype has. lent the word
Puntamcal thgw«dark meamng it assumes today That myth should be




promlsculty(ﬁf-'ri%l,z’i) was absent from colomal New England But for
husband and wife, sex was important, and Puritan families were

PO — %

routinely large. A spouse could be punished by the authorities for
withholding sex from his or her partner.

So how did the “joyless Puritan” stereotype get started? It began
during Prohibition(%% /& 4~ #1 /1] ). When people asked, “Whom do we
blame for this Victorian America we live in”? and the Puritans came
out as culprits. In fact, the Puritans were not teetotalers (% % 2 & £ L
#). Scholars estimate the Puritans had a rum(#1 # /&) consumption
rate that surpasses the alcohol-consumption rate in the twentieth
century.

Puritans were intense lovers and intense haters. They were
intensely reverent. For the Puritans, nothing was done unthinkingly or
unfeelingly. They believed that their life mattered, that what they were
doing was more important than anything else in the world. The Puritans
also feared the rising generation would not measure up to the piety of
their fathers and mothers. They often talked about loss of faith in their
children.

To understand the Puritans, you have to adopt their attitude: Life is
a great adventure. The Puritans saw themselves on a group mission, like
a corporate Pilgrim’s Progress. If you reag the Puritans’ writings as
cold, theological prose, they will kill you L'quickly You have to look

deeper to see what’s motwatmg them: the yearmng to build a, Chn 1
civilization, a new world order. Creating this was the adventure o aA
lifetime. '
Puritanism shaped American socxety fto an extraordinary degree.
They exerted an mﬂuence :?fMencan cutture dxspropemonate to thexr A\
numbers. For 1nstance they gave us a vision that Amenca is a cny set
upon a hill”. That vision infuses American hmgge fo@n pdﬁcy and _
2 ’% P‘ : E
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our entire sense of identity.
Listen to Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, George Bush, or Bill

=
®
A
3

Clinton. They often speak of “destiny” and “providence”. Or civil-
rights leaders speak of a dream of equal treatment under the law. All of
these people are drawing from Puritan roots, whether they know it or
not. The Puritans believed that education was central to the Christian
life. Harvard was formed while people were digging out the first
settlements. The first classes at Harvard took place with bears running
through the campus, yet classes were in Latin. The Puritan colleges
were steeped in the Western Christian, classical tradition. In fact,
Harvard and Yale were the only colleges in the Western world that
required Hebrew (# 14 & i%).

(498 Worda)
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1. That stereotype has lent the word Puritanical the dark meaning it
assumes today. p
AAT KRS 26y ARAF £ B0 R Th BB —AF LT LR T A
.
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‘they gave us a vision that America is “a city set upon a hill”. That
~ vision infuses American literature, foreign policy and our entire sense
of identity. ... ‘ _
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