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@ Introduction ,

The story happened in ancient Greece about 3000 years ago.
Paris, prince of Troy, falling in love with Helen, queen of Sparta,
took great risk to bring her back to Troy. '

The furious king of Sparta asked his brother Agamemnon, king
of Mycenaean, for help. Coveting Troy for a long time, Agame-
mnon seized the opportunity to unite massive Greek forces to topple
Troy. In the allied force, arrogant Achilles, the greatest warrior alive,
declared to fight for honor; while Trojan army and civilians,
confronted by aggressive invaders, swore to fight for their homeland.

The earliest record of famous Trojan horse lies in Homer's [liad.
The story was filmed featuring in spectacular visual impact. The
director Wolfgang Petersen comes from Germany. He won his world
fame in the movie circle through The Boat' in 1980s. Joining the
Hollywood, he has created a series of box office success, such as
Outbreak, In the Life of Fire, Air Force One, Perfect Storm, etc.

! Called “Boot, das” in German.
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@ Prince of Troy: Paris 4444 E-F. 2N

@ Queen of Sparta: Helen MEXEE;: &

¢ King of Sparta: Menelaus M ExE L. FRBENH
# King of Mycenae: Agamemnon Z45RIEE; Mimi14R
# King of Troy: Priam #4&#RI. #H%

@ The Warrior of Greece: Achilles # 8% +: FIdsbf
# Trojan Prince: Hector #4847 -F: #hAieR

& The Trojan Horse K& it
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Minoan Civilization ———
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The Minoans were a pre-Hellenic Bronze Age civilization in Crete in
the Aegean Sea, flourishing from approximately 2700 to 1450 BC when
their culture was superseded by the Mycenaean culture, which drew upon
the Minoans. The term “Minoan” was coined by the British archaeologist
Sir Arthur Evans after the mythic “king” Minos, a legendary ruler in
Greek mythology who kept a half-bull, half-human monster, the
Minotaur, in a labyrinth in his palace at Knossos ( Knosés).

The Minoans were the first great culture of Aegean civilization. They
mastered metallurgy and other technologies, and knew how to write.
They decorated their buildings with brilliantly colored frescoes and
celebrated at lively festivals. Innovative agriculture and international trade
brought Minoans prosperity rivaling that of their eastern neighbors, such
as the Hittite Kingdom in Asia Minor. Farmers made their labor efficient
by simultaneously growing olives, grapes, and grain, which each
required intense work at different seasons. This combination of crops
provided a healthy diet, which helped the population grow, and enabled
the Minoans to produce olive oil and wine for trade. The rulers controlied
the economy through a redistributive system, so called because farmers
and craft workers sent their products to the palaces, which then
redistributed goods according to what the rulers decided everyone needed.

Despite recurring earthquakes, the Minoans prospered until about
1400 BC. Their lack of an effective defense, however, made them
vulnerable to Mycenaean attacks, probably over the control of

Mediterranean trade routes.

PRAELEHXA
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Mycenaean is the term applied to the art and culture of Greece from
ca. 1600 to 1100 BC. The name derives from the site of Mycenae in the
Peloponnese, where once stood a great Mycenaean fortified palace.
Mycenae is celebrated by Homer as the seat of King Agamemnon, who
led the Greeks in the Trojan War. Scholars call the Mycenaeans the
“earliest Greeks” because they are the first people known to have spoken
Greek.

Mycenaean culture developed later than Minoan. The ancestors of

- 4.
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the Mycenaean people wandered onto the mainland from the north and the
east from about 4000 to 2000 BC, mixing with the people already there,
and by about 1400 BC the Mycenacans had become very prosperous.
Excavations of Mycenaean graves have revealed that they buried their
dead with gold jewelry, bronze swords, and silver cups. Like the
Minoans, the Mycenaeans lived in independent communities clustered
around palaces and ruled by kings. The palace at Pylos on the west coast
of the Peloponnesus boasted glorious wall paintings, storerooms of food,
and a royal bathroom with a built-in tub and intricate plumbing. The
Mycenaeans’ wealth also came from agriculture and international trade,
and they had a redistributive economy. However, Mycenaeans differed
significantly from Minoans in their religion and royal architecture. For
example, unlike Minoans, they featured men much more prominently
than women in religious leadership positions, and they built their palaces
around megarons’, soaring throne rooms with huge hearths.

The Mycenaeans had a warrior culture that enabled them to conquer
the Minoans by about 1400 BC, but the Mycenaeans’ eagerness to fight
also contributed to their downfall. By 1200 BC Mycenaeans were warring
with each other and embarking on overseas raids for treasure, riding into
battle on expensive two-wheeled chariots. Although archaeological
evidence is inconclusive, the destruction of the city of Troy in Asia Minor
sometime between 1230 BC and 1180 BC may correspond to the
legendary story of the Trojan War. The story, told centuries later by
Homer in the Iliad, describes a famous battle in which a Greek army
sacked and burned Troy. Egyptian and Hittite records show that foreign
invasions by seafaring peoples became a plague beginning about
1200 BC. Many of these raiders were Mycenaeans displaced by war at

home. The turmoil around the eastern Mediterranean continued unti] about
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1000 BC and was so severe that it ended not only the Mycenaean culture
but also the Hittite and Egyptian kingdoms. With the collapse of
Mycenaean culture, Greeks also lost their knowledge of writing. Later
Greeks thought that an invading force of Dorians, a group identified by
their dialect of Greek, had toppled the Mycenaeans. However, modern
archaeological evidence suggests that general civil war was the reason for

the Mycenaeans’ collapse.
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{* Prince of Troy: Paris
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The ancient Greeks believed that, when you are born, the thread of

your life is already imterwoven with the threads of other lives. Thus, your

destiny is preordained. In the tapestry woven by the Fates, Helen’s thread
crossed with many others. One of these fateful threads belonged to a
Trojan prince called Paris. According to prophecy, Paris was destined to
cause trouble. He was destined to be the third in a love triangle that
involved him, Menelaus, and Helen. )

Paris was the child of King Priam of Troy and his wife Hecuba. Just
before his birth, Hecuba dreamed that she gave birth to a flaming torch.
This dream was interpreted as a foretelling of the downfall of Troy, so
when Paris was born, instead of raising him, she ordered him to be
exposed on Mt. Ida. Normaily exposure of an infant meant death, but
Paris was lucky. He was suckled by a bear and then raised to adulthood
by a shepherd.

An apple had been given to the most beautiful goddess by Discord®.

“ Discord: JEEH7, XF P,
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The goddesses couldn’t decide among themselves and couldn’t prevail
upon Zeus to decide who was most ‘beautiful, so they went to Paris. The
three goddesses who were vying for the honor were Athena, Hera, and
Aphrodite. Each goddess offered something of great value as a bribe.
Paris chose the gift of love from Aphrodite. She rewarded him by making
the most beautiful mortal, Heleh, wife of Menelaus, fall in love with
him. Paris then abducted Helen and took her to Troy, thereby being one
of the immediate causes of the Trojan war. With some divine help, Paris
killed Achilles and was later fatally wounded by one of Hercules’ arrows.

Peter Paul Rubens’ The Judgment of
Paris .
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