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The Prince and the Pauper

CHAPTER 1
The Birth of the

Prince and the Pauwper

It was in the sixteenth century, on a cold autumn day. In
the old city of London a boy was born to a poor family called
Canty. The family did not want this boy.

On the same day in England another child was born. He
was born to a rich family called Tudor, who wanted him very
much. All England wanted him, People talked only about the
new baby, Edward Tudor, Prince of Wales, who lay in silk
and did not know the fact that all England wanted him so
much.

But there was no talk about the other baby, Tom Canty,
who lay in his dirty rags and did not know the fact that nobody

wanted him.
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The Prince and the Pauper

CHAPTER II
Tom’s Early Life

A few years passed. London was fifteen hundred years old
and was a big town.

The street where Tom’s family lived was not far from
I.ondon Bridge and was called Offal Court. It was dirty, and
the houses were made of wood, with small windows. Canty’s
family lived in one room on the third floor of one of these houses.

The mother and the father had a bed, but Tom, his
grandmother,and his two sisters, Bet and Nan, slept on the
floor and the things covered them are rags.

Bet and Nan were fifteen years old. They were twins. They
were always dirty and in rags, but they were kind-hearted. Their
mother was just like them. But the father and the grandmother
were very bad. They often drank a lot and then they fought each

other and beat the children.
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The Prince and the Pauper

Tom’s father, John Canty, was a thief, and Tom’s grandmother
was a beggar, and they made the children beg.

Every day Tom went out to beg on the streets. If nobody
gave him any money, his father and grandmother beat him at
night and sent him to bed with an empty stomach.

But there were some wonderful® things in Tom'’s life. Among
the people that lived in the house there was a kind old man who
taught Tom a little Latin and how to read and write. He also told
him many stories about kings and princes. Tom liked hearing his
stories. He also read the books that the old man gave him.

Tom was a bright boy, he knew so much! And he could
do and say such funny things! The children of Offal Court
liked to listen to the stories he told them.

When the children played, Tom was always a prince and
the boys were lords of his court.

At night when he lay in the darkness on his dirty rags, he forgot
his hunger and his father’s beatings. He thought about kings and
princes, who were clean and decent and lived in beautiful palaces.
Tom wanted to be clean and decent too. But in the morning he had to
go out in his rags to beg. At night he dreamed that he lived in a
palace among lords and ladies. Oh, how he wanted to see a real
prince with his own eyes! This wish became stronger and stronger

day by day, and at last he could think of nothing else.

® wonderful; 4 4 &
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The Prince and the Pauper

CHAPTER 111
Tom’s Meeting with the Prince

One day Tom got up very hungry and left home very
hungry. His head was full of his dreams.

He walked along the streets, and he did not know where
he was going. He passed many streets and suddenly found
himself near the king’s palace— Westminster.

Poor little Tom, in his rags, came up to the gates and
looked at the guards who were standing at each side of the
gates. Then suddenly through the bars of the gates he saw a
hand some boy,who was beautifully dressed.

Oh, that was a prince,a living prince, a real prince!

Tom was so excited to see him that he did not know what
he was doing:he put his face against the bars.

The next minute one of the soldiers pushed him awéy and he
fell down. The crowd that stood near the palace began to laugh at

Tom , but the young prince ran towards him and cried out:

8
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