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@ Introduction

At the close reign of Roman Emperor, the whole Britain was in
critical time with turbulent unrests and invasions. Arthur was lost
from his family since young and grew up as a commoner. However,
Magician Merlin made a prophet that Arthur would become a holy
king of Britain. Arthur proved that by drawing out the Sword from
the Stone. Later, Arthur’s valor and spirit attracted some excellent
knights into his army so that they instituted famous Knights of
Round Table who fought vigorously to gain military victories. In the
war, Arthur met Woads — a guerrilla made up of some tramps and
poor people, led by noble Guinevere. They formed military ally and
together fought for the final victory. Eventually, Arthur successfully
established the Kingdom of Britain and Guinevere became his
queen.

This film was produced by best-known Jerry Bruckheimer and
was adapted from a long-history legend into a thrilling epic movie by
Oscar-winning David Franzoni for Gladiator.
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——— King Arthur
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Arthur is the legendary king of the Britons in ancient times, and

the major figure in Arthurian legend. Arthur expelled foreigners from
Britain, brought peace to the country, and established a kingdom based
on justice, law, and morality. He held court at his castle at Camelot
and instituted an order known as the Knights of the Round Table.
Eventually his realm crumbled, and his illegitimate son Mordred
grievously wounded him in battle.

Although there are innumerable variations of the Arthurian legend,
the basic siory has remained the same. Arthur is the son of King Uther
Pendragon. After he is born, the magician Merlin gives him to a man
named Hector (also called Antor) to be raised with Hector’s son, Kay.
Arthur grows up as a commoner, but then he alone succeeds at a test
devised to choose Uther’s successor: Arthur draws a sword from a
stone. Because of his humble origins, Arthur must overcome strong
opposition from the British nobles to his royal claim, but eventually he
is crowned. To help him in his task of leading Britain, he receives a
great sword, Excalibur, offered by a hand that rises mysteriously from
a lake. To defeat Britain’s enemies, Arthur undertakes a series of wars .
conquests, and invasions. After Arthur completes these, Britain has a
long period of peace and security. Arthur sets up the Round Table as a
meeting place for his knights.

Arthur meets and marries the lady Guinevere, but she and
Lancelot, one of Arthur’s favored knights, eventually fall in love, and
their relationship divides Camelot. The ruin of the kingdom is hastened
by the quest for the Holy Grail, the sacred cup used by Jesus Christ at
the Last Supper. However worthy an enterprise the quest may be, it
takes Arthur’s best knights away from court and leads many of them to

-8
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their deaths. Once Arthur discovers Lancelot and Guinevere’s love
affair, his own system of justice requires that he condemn his wife to
death. Lancelot rescues her, however, initiating a war between his
forces and those of Arthur and the knight Gawain.

During the conflict with Lancelot, Arthur learns that the Romans
plan to attack him. He fights and defeats them, but at the same time his
illegitimate son, Mordred, tries to usurp the throne. Arthur then battles
Mordred in a terrible conflict on Salisbury Plain that leaves many
knights dead. Arthur kills Mordred, but before dying, the young man
gravely wounds the king. Facing death, Arthur orders one of his
knights ( Bedivere or Girflet, depending on the story) to throw
Excalibur into a lake, so that the sword cannot fall into the wrong
hands. Versions of the legend differ about Arthur’s fate thereafter.
Some say that he dies and is buried, others tell that a boat takes him
away to the island of Avalon. Many works promise that Arthur will
return when Britain again needs him to subdue the nation’s enemies and

to bring peace and security to the land.

A bronze Arthur, (early 15¢) by Peter Vischer
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Knights of the Round Table
F LETE l

One of the greatest myths of medieval literature certainly is the
epic tale of King Arthur’s Knights of the Round Table and their quest
for the Holy Grail (a cup in which Joseph of Arimathia gathered the
blood of Jesus Christ during his crucifixion) , which becomes a symbol
for the medieval ideals of knighthood, gallantry, and chivalry. Knights
of the Round Table were those men awarded the highest order of
Chivalry at the Court of King Arthur. In the legend of King Arthur, the
Round Table was a mystical table around which King Arthur and his

knights sat to discuss matters crucial to the security of the realm. In
some versions, the wizard Merlin also has a seat. There is no “head of
the table” at a round table, and so no one person is at a privileged
position. Thus the several knights were all peers and there was no
“leader” as there were at so many other medieval tables, representing
the equality of all the members.

These knights were heroes, renowned for their strength and
courage, and for their skill in combat and warfare. They swore to
protect the king and the kingdom. In theory, they were brothers;
however, jealousy, envy and hatred existed with the fellowship. There
were enemies within the Round Table. In the end, the community of
the Round Table disintegrated. There were several causes. A love affair
between Lancelot and Arthur’s queen, Guinevere, pitted Arthur against
them both; the quest for the Holy Grail led many of the knights to their
deaths; and Mordred betrayed Arthur and attempted to gain control of
the kingdom. Nevertheless, the idea of the Round Table has been
preserved as the symbol of a knightly fellowship dedicated to chivalric
conduct.

The most famous knights are:

Sir Lancelot: one of King Arthur’s fiercest warriors, who falls in

.6-
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love with Queen Guinevere, the wife of King Arthur. Their love affair is
a major cause of the ruin of Arthur’s court at Camelot and the destruction
of the Round Table community, Arthur’s inner circle of knights.

Sir Galahad: the only one who completes the quest for the Holy
Grail. This sacred cup was used by Jesus Christ at the Last Supper and
can be reached only by those who are pure of heart. Because he is
entirely free of sin, Galahad succeeds where many other knights of
King Arthur fail.

Sir Gawain: a nephew of King Arthur, who renowned for his skill
as a warrior, is often presented as an irresponsible person who seeks the
thrill of combat with little thought of serving others. He becomes a
friend of his fellow knight Lancelot, but in some accounts the
friendship eventually dissolves.

Sir Mordred: the one who is generally presented as the illegitimate
son of King Arthur and his half sister Morgan Le Fay. Mordred
eventually betrays Arthur, who kills him in battle.

Sir Percival or Parsifal: best known for his association with the
Holy Grail, the sacred cup used by Jesus Christ at the Last Supper.

The Knights’ code of chivalry was:

® To never do outrage nor murder

e Always to flee treason

¢ To by no means be cruel but to give mercy unto him who asks

for mercy

® To always do ladies, gentlewomen and widows succor

® To never force ladies, gentlewomen or widows

¢ Not to take up battles in wrongful quarrels for love or worldly

goods
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In the movie King Arthur, Arthur is portrayed as a Roman cavalry

officer and commander, who leads a military force of Sarmatian cavalry
in Britain at the close of the Roman occupation in 467 AD. He and his
men guard Hadrian’s Wall against the “Woads” , a Celtic people who
resist Roman rule, roughly based on the historical Picts, led by their
mysterious leader Merlin.

The Woads, as they are called in the movie, the name is taken
from the blue dye which the Picts use to tattoo themselves. Calling the
Picts “Woads” was a device meant to echo similar belittling titles given
to enemies wherever they are encountered.

The Picts are ancient inhabitants of central and northern Scotland
and of northern Ireland. They were of rather short stature and of dark
complexion. They are believed to have arrived in Scotland from the
Continent about 1000 BC and in Ireland from Scotland about 200 AD.
The Picts are first mentioned by Roman writers in the late 3rd century as
raiders who harassed the Roman province of Britain from the north.
Hadrian’s Wall was built to protect the Roman colonies from their
attacks. The Picts figured in connection with the campaigns of Roman
Emperor Constantius Chlorus in Britain in 296 and 306. In Scotland the
northern Picts were converted to Christianity probably in the 4th
century, and the southern Picts were converted probably in the 5th
century. At first the Saxons kept clear of the Picts, but as the former
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pushed farther northward, they too encountered these northern people
and were defeated by them in 685. For a long time thereafter border
warfare was carried on. The Picts, who by this time were united under
a king, also fought continuously in Scotland with the Scots who had
settled there in the 4th century. In 850 the Picts were defeated by
Kenneth I, king of Scotland. Kenneth united the domains of the two
rival tribes and thus founded the kingdom of Scotland.

The name “Picts” means “the Painted Ones” , probably given to
them from their habit of tattooing themselves with intricate markings,

believed to be tribal or religious.
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