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INTRODUCTION

Talking about China was one of my first books
about China, where I have now lived for almost 17
years. Very popular especially among foreigners and
the Chinese who like to read English, the booklet was
ready for its third reprint when the publisher decided
to produce a completely new book. Of course, I
agreed, because in the six years since the first edition,
China has followed her drastic evolution, and I have
continued to write about China.

What is the special interest of this bilingual
collection of articles? On the one hand, Talking about
China (1I) may serve as a textbook for Chinese readers
who want to improve their English, or for non-Chinese
people studying Chinese language. As English for me
is also a second language, my style is simple and easily

accessible. Thanks to the professional English polisher,
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the language should be correct. On the one hand, the
content is varied, sometimes humorous, sometimes
satirical, since we all know that learning through fun
is an old pedagogical principle. On the other hand,
the reading of these articles provides a chance to see
how rapidly China—a rather unpredictable country—
has changed. In this aspect, the book shows that China
is a country on the move, and this can be felt in the
following pages.

Much has been written about China, and the
eyes of the world are focused on this huge country,
especially with the Olympics coming to Beijing in
2008. This work offers a glance at China from one set
of Western eyes; but having lived in China since 1991
and observing her daily advances, would I not be also
considered an insider? May this reading offer you a

channel for reflection, communication, and exchange.

Lisa Carducci
2008
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1. Beijing’s Turn Has Come!

In 1994, 1 was among the thousands of Beijingers who had
spent a sleepless night, waiting for the International Olympic
Committee to announce its choice of host city for the 2000
Olympics. Despite feeling betrayed, like so many others, when
Sydney won over Beijing, I realized that because Beijing would
bid again, more had been gained than lost. To win the Olympic
bid, China’s capital city would need to accelerate its develop-
ment. Achieving the improvements and modernization of the
bidding period would have taken another five or ten years oth-
erwise. So wasn’t it a success in terms of the entire population
getting to enjoy a more modern and comfortable lifestyle sooner
than expected?

Later, when Beijing bid for the 2008 Games, national and
Western media believed that the Chinese capital city stood a
much better chance to host the Olympics than it did seven years
earlier. It was much better prepared, and the two votes missing
earlier would not escape again.

The city has changed beyond recognition. Efforts were
made to update the infrastructure, improve the environment, and
step up the construction of satellite towns. The city strived to de-
velop its telecom, transportation, commercial, financial, tourist,
real-estate and information sectors. Sometimes it seemed to me

10



HEErT

19944, FAHALR T ERREAL A —REL T4 4
Rz, FHFERRRAZTM2000E /P ENE,
%% e, BATMFL AN —HRBBREKE, B
, AR R AREEHR T, X IR KB IFIRE K,
*@%ﬁﬂ%ﬁ$ﬁ&%ﬁ¥%@kﬁom%&ﬁ$ﬁ,
HAEBAFRENERTESHESE LLB £, TR
ki, PREZBEANR, EHFEREE IR ELHD?
Jask, HALI{HA20084F iz, ENAIP T AR
A, hEEHH E$ﬁ&%%ﬂ$wt$%ﬁﬁ£ 2
AERE/RETLS T, EREIHEXE S EGERME XK,
ALSX a2 ﬁﬂ?&k%?ﬁ%T M i 1 Y
EHEBIREASE, TR, X ERE,
W@, wlk, ERh. WiE. BAE BOUSEDNR TR,
A I EEARLE 2 RN AR AT R — B 2 TR A B H Ok
{LLRY.,
— SR E T H L ZAL R A FREHH, G, ERFH
Pl BTG B T BN B 178, 7 LA B35 SR
R, 200K EE, BERMEKRNEH.ORST . £

11



that apartment buildings and office buildings had grown out of
the soil overnight.

Major construction projects gave the old city a new look at
that time. For instance, the commercial street of Wangfujing was
made into a pedestrian plaza, with better lighting, electronic mu-
sical fountains, and 200 stores including the Oriental Plaza, the
largest shopping center of its kind in Asia. Other achievements
included the Beijing Book Center, International Financial Street
(Chinese Wall Street), the Badaling Expressway to the Great
Wall, and the Capital International Airport.

People who have been living in Beijing for the last two de-
cades may find it amusing to look back on all these changes, as 1
do. I recently stumbled across on an article of mine published in
Beijing Review in June 2001, “Nine reasons why I think Beijing
should host the 2008 Games.” I think reading it reminds us of
the last effervescent seven years and shows us the rapid progress
the city has accomplished. Some of the objectives have already
even been surpassed; while others, such as dealing with lan-
guage barriers, have yet to be fully achieved.

1. Improved natural environment. Beijing has been re-
newed and made green, with fresher air. In 1998 and 1999, the
municipal government released 69 urgent measures to reduce
coal and fuel emissions, which are the main causes of air pollu-
tion in the capttal. Thousands of vehicles have been reported un-
serviceable or have been equipped with non-polluting engines.
After only one year of effort, the air quality has seen remarkable
improvement. Blue skies have returned and citizens can feel the
difference when they breathe.

2. Telecommunications. The internet, which not so long
ago was unknown, is everywhere now, and the number of users

12
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doubles every six months. It’s the same story for fixed and mo-
bile telephones. During the Olympics, the media will have all
the most-modern technology for transmitting their reports to the
whole world.

3. Transit. Beijing has five ring roads. Some 9,400 buses
transport more than 5 billion passenger-times yearly. New sub-
way lines have been completed and connected to existing sec-
tions, and further lines are under construction. Before five years
are up, 70 percent of local families plan to buy their own car.

4. International events. Each year Beijing organizes major
events, like the Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995,
the China-Africa Meeting 2000, the visit of the 600-member
“Team Canada,” and sport events such as the Asian Games, etc.
It has the experience and the necessary facilities.

5. English. More and more taxi drivers and other public
employees are studying English and are eager to practice their
new language skills with foreign customers. They want to be
ready, they say, for the Olympics in 2008. The language barrier
has always been the main obstacle for foreign visitors. It should
be removed by and large by the time of the Games.

6. Green Beijing. I realized long ago how green Beijing
was compared to other large cities in the world that I have visit-
ed. Vegetation coverage in Beijing will reach 40 percent, provid-
ing an average of 10 square meters of green space per resident.
“Not One Centimeter Uncovered” is not merely a slogan.

7. Water. The 30 rivers and 26 lakes in and around the city
and moats around the Forbidden City were cleaned up in 2000.
The drainage system is now defined by clear water and green
banks. Ducks and swans have already returned.

8. Heritage. China has introduced laws to protect the

14
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