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Preface

In 220 B.C. when Emperor Qin Shihunag conquered the other states and unified China, he ordered
the connection of individual defensive fortification walls built separately by the former states and further
extensions to form the basis of the Great Wall as a defensive system against invasions from the north. It
was in the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) that the most extensive reinforcement and renovation of the
Great Wall were carried out, making the Great Wall the world longest military defensive
establishment.The cultural importance of the Great Wall is as much valued as it's historic and military
magnificence.

The Great Wall is one of the ancient defensive buildings of the longest in time and the largest in
project scale in the world. The construction of the Wall of defensive fortification was started in 7th—8th
century B.C. and continued throughout 2000 years. The Wall stretches westwards for 5000 kilometers in
northern and central China, thus known as “the Wall of Ten Thousand Li and Two Thousand Years”
The magnificent majestic appearance of the Great Wall is not only unique in China but also in the world,
thus, like the Colosseum of Rome and the Torre di Pisa in Italy was ranked some hundred years ago one
of the seven great wonders of the world.

Historical records trace the construction of the origin of the Wall back to the 9th century B.C. when
the West Zhou Dynasty built fortresses in seriate arrangement (Lie Cheng) as a defence against the
nomadic Xianyun people living northwest of the dynasty. During the Spring—Autumn and Warring States
periods in the 7 th —8 th century B.C many ducal states, like Chu, that started construction in 7th century
BC. and followed by the states of Qi, Han, Wei, Zhao, Yan, Qin and Zhongshan built walls separately on
their border areas to prevent attacks from each other and to contend for hegemony among other states.
~ The walls built by these states are in different directions and comparatively shorter in length (about
1000k.m to 2000k.m) and to avoid confusion with the Great Wall of the Qin Dynasty they were given the
name of “Pre-Qin Great Wall” by historians.

In 221 B.C. when Emberor Qin Shihunag conquered the other six major ducal states and unified
China, Qin ended the situation of disunion in China and founded the first unified and centralized feudal
country in Chinese history. To consolidate the country and ward off invasion by the strong Xiongnu

nomadic tribes in the north, he had the walls of Zhao, Yan and Qin, the former northern states, linked

and extended, giving large scale construction to the Great Wall. Hence, the wall got the title  “The Wall

of Ten Thousand Li " because “Qin’ s Great Wall stretched Ten thousand Li, from Lintao /Gansu to the

Liaodong Peninsula” . Later dynasties like Han (206 B.C-A.D 220) Jin, Northern Wei, Eastern Wei,

Western Wei , Northern Qi , Northern Zhou, Sui, Tang, Song, Liao, Jin, Yuan, Ming and Qing kept

building and improving the walls, and the dynasties of Han, Jin and Ming reinforced and extended the

older walls more than others, and their walls stretched 5000km—10000km and were located in different

areas. Dynasties ruled by Minority peoples were also builders of the walls. Although Kangxi’ s reign of

the Qing Dynasty stopped the reinforcement of the walls, later reigns of the dynasty built and extended

the walls partially. The construction or reinforcement of the Great wall continued throughout 2000 years

from the Spring and Autumn Period to The Qing Dynasty.
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The Great Wall Begun from the Spring—Autumn and Warring States Periods witnessed most
important economic and political and cultural events, such as dynastic changes, conflicts and
compromise between peoples taking place throughout the 2000—year old feudal society of China, which
is the most glorious and richest page in the long Chinese history of civilization. The wall as a historic
monument telling stories about the 2000 year long Chinese culture and art, is not only concept of
buildings like walls, pass walls , town walls, beacon towers, and sophisticated designs, carving and
painting decorations, but also has been inviting across all the ages many bookmen, composed of kings,
emperors, generals and ministers, garrison soldiers, well-known poets, local writers and song words
writers and music composers and opera writers, to express their feelings to the wall, adding so many
cantos and paints to our literature and art treasures. Thus, the frontier garrison poem in Chinese poetic
history became an important school represented by some beautiful lines by Tang poets, such as "Strong
wind stretches hundred thousands miles, Blows to him through the Jade Pass (Yumen Guan)."by Li Bai,

“The same moon and the same pass as in Qin and Han times, yet fighters from afar have not chalked
up awin” by Wang Changlin, "Drink one more cup of wine, Since out of the west Yang Guan Pass no old
friends you will see." by Wang Wei and "A hundred thousand pear trees into bloom, In only the eighth
month, the north wind swept across the plain, Tore down the white plumed grass." by Cen Shen. All
these lines as well as the words of " Song of Meng Jiangnu sending winter clothes to her husband in the
construction of the Great Wall'have been widely spread through textbook and songs from generation to
generation across ages. The ancient remains of the Great Wall and the Strategic Passes as well as
Chinese and world civilizations will last for eternity .

There stands in northern China, a well-known-to—world pioneering construction work of man
civilization history, it is the Great Wall. The 2000 year old Wall, just like a flying gigantic dragon, starting
out in the east on the banks of the Yalu Rive (in today's Heilongjiang Province) and rising and falling with
the contours of the mountains westwards for ten thousand Li, crossing grassland and desert to
Jiayuguan in the Gobi desert, thus known as the Ten Thousand Li Wall or in its entirety, to give it its
Chinese name Wan Li Chang Cheng, in China, has brought ancient China glory. The Great Wall, the very
image of a gigantic dragon is emblem of Chinese people, as Chinese people is considered as
descendents of dragon.

Tracing back to the ancient times, we see that the Great Wall not only protected all the time the
Chinese nation's development and lives, but also carried evidence of how different peoples in ancient
China co—developed and merged together and how the eastern culture and economy interacted with the
west. Reflecting the diligence, courage, wisdom and creativity of the Chinese nation, still standing high in
China across more than 2000 years, the Great Wall is a great heritage contributed to the mankind by a
great nation, the Chinese people. As one of the most magnificent ancient defense works, the Great Wall
is known as one of the wonders of the world and pride for Chinese People.

The Exhibition of the Great Wall Culture has its setting in Jiayuguan, the exhibits are all cultural
relics telling about Hexi part of the Great Wall of China, informing viewers of the rich and deep cultural
meaning of the Great Wall and making it known that the Great Wall symbolizes the nature and spirit of
the Chinese nation, and we promote the nature and spirit in order to draw upon the inspiration to
advance the development of China and to foster national pride.
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“The Spirit Of The Chinese Nation”
The title of the exhibition
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Exterior of the Great Wall Museum
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JIAYUGUAN WUSEUN OF THE GREAT WALL
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Poem “out Of Jiayuauan Pass” Handwriting by Mao Zedong
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Superscription by Deng Xiaoping Reading:
“love Our Great Wall And Repair Our Great Wall”
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Oil painting of The Ten thousand Li Great Wall
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THE HISTORY OF THE GREAT WALL




=

008/ I 3£ K i 18 0 18

oh B i R B B

Map of The Great Walls of Past Dynasties




