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| r. Eklindh’ s Preface

UNESCO, throughout the years, has sought to
ensure that children with disabilities are considered,
planned for and provided access to quality education
in the school system. Since the Salamanca World
Conference on Special Needs Education (1994 ),
UNESCO has committed itself to promoting the in-
clusion of children with disabilities within ordinary
educational settings. Experiences throughout the
world have demonstrated that inclusion does not
only benefit children with disabilities, but also all
those who are marginalized and/or excluded from
education.

UNESCO sees inclusion as a process. It is a
continuous process to seek better ways of respon-
ding to diversity. The core of inclusion is learning
how to appreciate difference, and learning how to
learn from diversity.

Inclusion is also about the identification and
removal of barriers to learning. It is about identify-
ing physical, social, educational and cultural

factors that may impede a child’s possibilities for
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equal participation with his or her peers. It is also about identifying legal and
structural factors that prevent inclusion.

Inclusion is about the right to equality, participation and community in educa-
tion for all pupils. Many individuals are skeptical and think that this is not possible
to achieve for children who are blind or partially sighted and we often receive re-
quests for good examples that can prove that this is possible.

Thanks to Golden Key and, in particular, its Director Mr. Xu Bailun we have
those good examples to show. Through its dedication and work, the Golden Key
has proven that it is very possible to create schools that are inclusive even without
costly investments. The Golden Key has, through its initial work in Inner Mongo-
lia, and later in other provinces of China guided the way for providing quality edu-
cation to the most disadvantaged children and how participation, community and
equality can be provided to all learners in inclusive schools.

Mr. Xu Bailun has always placed the child at the center of activities, never
treating him or her as an object requiring educational services but as the core sub-
ject and most important person in education. The needs of the child, together with
a profound respect for his individuality and for the diversity which he or she brings
to enrich the whole school, are ingredients that ensure the success of the Golden
Key and its activities. The lives of many children and their families have turned
from despair and frustration into very positive and promising experiences thanks to
this organization and its dedication to this valuable work.

With partners like the Golden Key, UNESCO has confidence that we will

move towards achieving our collective goals of Education For All by 2015.

Kenneth Eklindh
UNESCO
Division of Basic Education
Section for Early Childhood and Inclusive Education
June 21, 2006
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