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Progress
— Celebrating 35 Years of the School of Visual Com-

munication Design

The age of 35 is an interesting transitional period
in life. Confucius said: “Since the age of 15, | devoted
myself to learning; since 30, | became well established;
since 40, many things became clearer to me??Thirty-five
is halfway through the period between 30 and 40. it is

“an age when one can no longer live on dreams, yet one

may still have more faith and perseverance in dreams
than ever. It is the age that one shifts from simple
innocence to mature depth. This year marks the 35th
anniversary of the School of Visual Communication
Design, while the past 35 years have witnessed the
reform and revitalization of contemporary Chinese design.

In the early 1970s, the School of Visual Commu-
nication Design (formerly the Faculty of Graphic Design)
was established. Since then, it has undergone a change
in name, concepts, and educational methods. While the
modern art of design along with education has changed
substantially, nowad_ay; enjoying greatly enhanced and
wider variety of technologies, the principles and objec-
tives of design have remained unchanged. Design is
always progressing with life.

The School of Visual Communication Design, which
has entered its transitional period, is also still upwardly
progressing, in terms of ideals, concepts and artistic
styles. Some people say, progress is an upward journey
towards maturity, and maturity is the result of experience.
That being said, the school's 35 years of experience
has contributed to its current maturity. Some say,
progress is an attitude towards life, an active and pow-
erful one. It encourages people to keep to their life path
and stick to their goals, without being distracted by
“roadside weeds, wild flowers?or other diversions.
Furthermore, progress is considered as an attitude to-
wards art. It means that one should never give up the
love for the beauty of art, never just go with the flow,
but always keep moving?forever forward and upward...

Indeed, life is a progress, so is design.
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