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‘i‘n chapter l;;z A,nswer the

questions.
1) Do you think the story takes place in the 20* century?
2) What do you think is the relationship between the two
men in the first picture?
3) Where are they? ;
4) Where is the man in the second picture from?

CHAPTER 1

Exiled from London

ear Will, do you remember me? I am Frank Osbaldistone

and I want to narrate the adventurous story of my

early life.

t was the year 1714 and I was about twenty. My father

[ worked and to return to London. My father was the founder

ordered me to come back from Bordeaux, France, where

of the business house Osbaldistone & Tresham, with offices
in Crane Alley, London. He was a tall man, full of energy, with
dark, penetrating eyes. He had a fiery spirit, full of initiative and
acute powers of analysis. He never used a word in vain, and
he never got really angry, but when he was displeased, he spoke

in a brusque manner.

. y father wanted me to become his successor in the
family business, but I preferred to study literature and
write poems. He tried everything to convince me to change
my mind and eventually threatened, “I have a brother in
Northumberland and he too has children, Frank. I will ask one
of your cousins to take your place in the business, if you do

not obey me.”




- Words

2 Complete the table with the names of family me:mbers.y,k

FEMALE MALE
son
mother
aunt
nephew
cousin cousin




CHAPTER 1

Showing little respect for his wishes, I replied, “You can do

as you please — the business is yours! I will never sell my
liberty for gold!”

As I was very obstinate, in the end my father decided to send

me to his brother at Osbaldistone Hall in the north of England.

. he following morning I took the road to York, mounted
on a good horse and with sixty guineas in my pocket.

[ was sad, but I did not want to go back to London. I wanted
to show my father that I was adult enough to decide for myself

and that [ was truly convinced of my decision.

he journey was monotonous, but sometimes I had the

opportunity to speak to different travellers — parsons,
farmers, officers. We spoke of many different matters — taxes,
markets, wars and outlaws. One man that I met, a Mr Morris,
was particularly afraid of outlaws. He had a heavy portmanteau
which he never abandoned for a moment. He never mentioned

his destination, he trusted nobody and he was afraid of me, too.

. n those days travellers used to break their journey on
Sundays. They gested their horses and had dinner together
at the local inn, where the innkeeper offered them a meal.

On this particular Sunday I stopped at Darlington, at the
“Black Bear”, with my new companion, the strange Mr Morris.
A Scotsman, Mr Campbell, joined us for dinner. It was the first

time [ had met a Scotsman and I looked at him with curiosity

because I had many prejudices against the inhabitants of Scotlard.
When I was a child my nurse told me terrible stories about them,

of blood and gzevenge. I considered the Scottish people dishonest,

avaricious and hostile to Englishmen.

- o -
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EXILED FROM LONDON

Mr Campbell was a tall, athletic man who spoke to other people
with superiority.

Strangely, my timorous companion Mr Morris asked if he could
travel north with him, but Mr Campbell refused.

“Your companion talks too much,” he said. “It is unsafe to say

where you are going in these troubled times.”
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Language ﬁ IRREGULAR VERBS

|
1
i

|

| We spoke of many different matters.

|

| | had many prejudices against the inhabitants of Scotland.

i

|

7 Read chapter | again and write all the irregulir
verbs you can find in the table. Write the three
forms: infinitive, past simple and past participle.

INFINITIVE PAST SIMPLE | PAST PARTICIPLE

be was, were been

8 Complete the sentences with the correct
preposition of place.

from to in at
1) | spent a weekend London last month.
2) They will fly Italy on their honeymoon
in two days.
3) They live a big American city.
4) Sometimes Father goes his office by car.
5) Let's meet the cinema at 4 p.m.
6) I'd like to go Spain for a holiday.
7) Frank arrived ! Osbaldistone Hall
with Diana. :
8) He rode all the way London to Bristol.



CHAPTER 2

The Osbaldistones

he following morning, I left the company to go

T westward where my uncle lived in Osbaldistone Hall.

The landscape was romantic and picturesque and
appealed to my love of nature. I went past rivers and little solitary
valleys until I arrived at Osbaldistone Hall. The house was in a
glen between two mountains, surrounded by a large wood of oaks.

was on a hill above Osbaldistone Hall when I heard
the sound of dogs and horses — it was a fox.hunt.

[ saw some men, dressed in green and red uniforms, riding

after the fox and I thought: Here are my cousins.

Suddenly [ had a vision — a beautiful young lady appeared

in front of me. Her face was uncommonly fine and animated

by the hunt. She had long, black hair down to her shoulders.

She was wearing riding clothes, like a man, and rode a splendid

black horse.

ust then the sound of a horn announced the end of

the chase. A young man came triumphantly towards us.
He was carrying the fox’s tail in his hand.

The young woman spoke to him, then she turned to me




Words
2 Match the words to the pictures.

1) valley [ ]
2) wood ||
3) hill L]
4) stream [ ]




~ CHAPTER 2

and said, “Excuse me, did you meet a young man on the road,
a Mr Osbaldistone?”

“I am Francis Osbaldistone,” I answered.

“Ah... 'm pleased to meet you, Mr Osbaldistone. This young
man is Thorncliff Osbaldistone, your cousin, and I am Diana

Vernon,” she continued.

iana accompanied me to Osbaldistone Hall, where my uncle,
E Sir Hildebrand Osbaldistone, welcomed me. He was a man
of about sixty, dressed in hunting clothes. Once he had been a
soldier and a knight under King James II. After the king’s deposition,
he retired to his lands in the countryside where he was lord.
“These are your cousins, Francis,” he told me. “Percie, Thornie,
John, Dick, Wilfred and Rashleigh. The girl you met earlier is
Die Vernon, Diana, my dead wife’s niece. She lives here too.
Now, shall we have dinner together?”
My cousins were all tall, well-built and good-humoured, with the
exception of Rashleigh. He was different from the others — short,
thin, lame, and his expression was cruel. However, these
disadvantages were partly compensated for by his very soft,

sweet voice and his great ability in putting words together.

E iana Vernon was sitting next to me at dinner and gave me
some information about my cousins. “Rashleigh,” she said,
“wanted to become a priest in the Roman Catholic Church,

but his deformity prevented him from entering the seminary.”
She also revealed that my father had chosen Rashleigh to take

my place in his company.

fter dinner my cousins started to drink and laugh

immoderately. As my foreign education had given me

— N



THE OSBALDISTONES

a dislike for intemperance, I preferred to be alone and decided to
go for a walk in the garden. On one of the little paths I met a
gardener. He touched his Scottish bonnet with an air of respect.
“Good evening, my Lord!” he said. “I am Andrew Fairservice.

For twenty-four years | have served the Osbaldistones.”

He was very talkative. He told me that he was a Presbyterian

and when he heard that I was an English dissenter, he took out a
tobacco box and offered me a little. I asked him about Die Vernon.

“Oh, the young mistress? The lassie Vernon?” he answered. “She is

a Catholic and, what is worse, she is a Jacobite!”




CHAPTER 2

CHARACTER APPEARANCE

Sir Hlldebrand
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