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Unel 1 International
. Standardization
Organizations

Selection One
The International Organization for Standardization (ISO)

;@%‘ Text for listening

Because “International Organization for Standardization” would have different
abbreviations in different languages, it was decided at the very beginning to use
a word derived from the Greek isos, meaning “equal”. Therefore, whatever the

country, whatever the language, the short form of the organization’s name is
always ISO.

In 1946, delegates from 25 countries met in London and decided to create a new
international organization. The object of it would be “to facilitate the interna-
tional coordination and unification of industrial standards”. The new organiza-

tion, ISO, officially began operations on 23 February 1947.

When the large majority of products or services in a particular business or
industry sector conform to International Standards, a state of industry-wide
standardization can be said to exist. This is achieved through consensus agree-
ments between national delegations representing all the economic stakeholders
concerned—suppliers, users, government regulators and other interest groups,
such as consumers. They agree on specifications and criteria to be applied con-
sistently in the classification of materials, the manufacture and supply of prod-
3
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ucts, testing and analysis, terminology and the provision of services. In this
way, International Standards provide a reference framework, or a common
technological language, between suppliers and their customers, which facili-

tates trade and the transfer of technology.

ISO, together with IEC and ITU, has built a strategic partnership with the
WTO (World Trade Organization) with the common goal of promoting a free
and fair global trading system. The political agreements reached within the
framework of the WTO require support by technical agreements. 1SO, IEC and
ITU, as the three principal organizations in international standardization, have
the complementary scopes, the framework, the expertise and the experience to

provide this technical support for the growth of the global market.

The WTO’ s Agreement on Technical Barriers t(.) Trade (TBT) includes the
Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Stand-
ards. The TBT Agreement recognizes the important contribution that Interna-
tional Standards and conformity assessment systems can make to improving effi-
ciency of production and facilitating international trade. Therefore, where In-
ternational Standards exist or their completion is imminent, the Code states that
standardizing bodies should use them as a basis for standards they develop. The
Code requires that standardizing bodies that have accepted its terms notify this
fact to the ISO/IEC Information Center located at the ISO Central Secretariat.
Standardizing bodies having accepted the Code must publish their work pro-
grammes and also notify the existence of their work programmes to the 1SO/
IEC Information Center. On behalf of the WTO, ISO periodically publishes a
directory of standardizing bodies that have accepted the WTO TBT Standards
Code.

ISO standards represent a reservoir of technology. Developing countries in par-
ticular, with their scarce resources can gain from this wealth of knowledge. For
them, ISO standards are an important means both of acquiring technological
know-how that is backed by international consensus as the state of the art, and

of raising their capability to export and compete on global markets. In addition
4



