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Road to Success is a series of foreign language teaching materials for
non-native learners of Chinese. It not only can be applied to classroom teaching
of formal Chinese teaching institutions but also can meet the demands of various
forms of teaching and self-taught learners.

Road to Success provides a comprehensive and rich teaching content and
builds a scrupulous and standard teaching platform. Learners can get systematic
learning and training of Chinese language knowledge, skills and culture.
Moreover, the combinatorial design of Road to Success meets to the greatest
extent diversified needs of teaching and learning by providing a wide choice for

all types of teaching institutions and self-taught learners.

€ Framework

Road to Success consists of 20 volumes, designed as a progressively-graded
series including Threshold, Lower Elementary, Elementary, Upper Elementary, Lower
Intermediate, Intermediate, Lower Advanced and Advanced. Threshold has 1
volume, Upper Elementary has 3 volumes of integrated textbooks, 2 volumes of
Listening and Speaking, and Reading and Writing respectively. The other sub-
series each has 2 volumes. The title of each series indicates the teaching level.
Each series is designed with corresponding level and vocabulary so that learners

can choose the right series that suits them.

Ladder Chart of Road to Success
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Reference Table for Learners to Choose Textbooks:

Reference Level for Learners
Textbooks
Vocabulary Corresponding Level of HSK 1Corresponding Level of CEF
0 | Threshold
100 | Eiementary G | Lower Elementary
— B — B B R A
600 Elementary C, Elementary B ‘ | Elementary
1200 Elementary A, Upper Elementary CJ Al ‘ Upper Elementary |
2000 Upper Elementary C, B ; A2 | Lonser Intermediate

Upper ElementalyﬁA,

3000 B1 Intermediate
o | Intermediate C I I
4500 Intermediate B, A B2 - Lower Advanced
Intermediate A, Advanced C ‘ Cl | Advanced

4 Basis

Road to Success takes the“Chinese-Teaching Syllabus for Foreign Students of
Higher Educational Institutions (Long-Term Study)” (“Syllabus”™ in short) by the
NOCFL as the basis for the development and covers exhaustively items such as
the language points, vocabulary, Chinese characters and others in the Syllabus
by applying the self-developed compiling and teaching software to ensure the
scientificness, systematicness and preciseness of textbooks. The compilers make
necessary adjustment to some requirements in the Syllabus, especially those of
the advanced Chinese in accordance with the needs of learning and teaching of
each level. In addition, the compilation bases on the result of random survey of

various types of Chinese learners and research results of the related choice
textbooks.

¢ Concept

Road to Success takes amalgamation, integration and innovation as the basic
concept of development. Diversity of the connotation of a comprehensive series
of teaching materials decides integration of the concept and it cannot be limited
to a certain“mode”. Therefore, according to the characteristics of the textbooks,
the compilers analyse and amalgamate related research results and absorb
results of various experts and strong points of each “mode”.

Innovation is an important concept of development of Road to Success and
each volume and section has innovational contents. Innovation points are either

implied or clearly stated if necessary, from which the ingenuity of the compilers

can be seen. “Easy to learn and teach” is the development goal of Road to



Success. For this reason, it is also an important development concept of the

compilers to respect feedback of learners and experience of teachers.

€ Features

As a series of textbooks of teaching Chinese as a foreign language compiled
in the new century, Road to Success includes some thinking and practices of the
compilers in “Tradition and Innovation”, “Association and Independence”,
“Knowledge and Skills”, “Language and Culture”, “Two-Dimension and Multi-

Dimension”. As space is limited, these aspects are explained briefly as follows:

1. Tradition and Innovation

Rooted in the development of teaching Chinese as a foreign language,
benefiting from its progress, Road to Success absorbs abundant nutrition from
the fertile soil of teaching Chinese as a foreign language. Successful teaching
experience, teaching mode and research results have enriched the content of
textbooks. Road to Success accords better with the language cognitive rules of
learners and is easier for learners to master and apply. For example, Threshold,
Lower Elementary and Elementary all take the form of “teaching plus
practice”, adopting the “mode of teaching plus practice” in the initial stage of
teaching Chinese as a foreign language. The design of compiling more suitable
forms for beginners has been proved effective through many years of teaching.

Road to Success exerts itself to make innovation on the basis of imparting
and inheriting, and each series has its innovation point. For example, Lower
Elementary and Elementary, different from former description angle of language
points, change formulaic language established for teachers into practical
language geared to the needs of learners to facilitate students’ understanding
and application. The morpheme exercises of Lower Intermediate and
Intermediate strengthen the role of multiplication, enhance learners’ ability of
vocabulary association, reduce burden of memory and improve efficiency of
study. In addition, the two series offer context in some exercises to improve
learners’ ability of wording and phrasing and help them study for the sake of
application in the future. In view of difficulty in words and expressions in the
advanced stage, Lower Advanced and Advanced establish the “Sum-Up of
Similarities and Differences” and integrate closely the rule explanation with

exercises to realize an effective transition from understanding to application.



In addition, the innovative ideas and practical thinking are embodied in the
general-individual mode of phonetic training in Threshold, the syncretic skill
training in Listening and Speaking and Reading and Writing of the Upper
Elementary sub-series, the listening-speaking mode of “Introduction to the Text”
in Lower Intermediate and Intermediate, the separating-assembling mode of

“Background Reading” in Lower Advanced and Advanced, etc.

2. Association and Independence

Road to Success consists of eight series, covering elementary Chinese,
intermediate Chinese and advanced Chinese. The eight series are interdependent
like a ladder, associating with each other and can be used as a complete set.
For example, the designer clearly distributes the teaching tasks of words and
phrases, sentences, paragraphs and passages in different levels, stressing their
respective ways of practice and providing learners a step-by-step and complete
training process.

Moreover, each series of Road to Success is relatively independent and can
be used alone. For example, both content and forms of Listening and Speaking
and Reading and Writing of the Upper Elementary sub-series can be used as an
independent textbook of special skill training. The design of combining
association with independence ensures that Road to Success has both the
systematic nature of a complete set of teaching materials and the flexibility of
the independent teaching materials, releasing itself from the fettering of binding

materials and providing learners more choices.

3. Knowledge and Skills

Road to Success is oriented towards comprehensive training of language
skills. The complete set of teaching materials takes language skill training as the
explicit design and language knowledge teaching as the implicit design. The
compilers embed the study of language knowledge in the whole process of
language skills training. For example, Lower Elementary, Elementary and Upper
Elementary weaken knowledge description of language points as much as
possible and strengthen visual illustrations, tables, exercises, etc. to guide
teachers to avoid simplex knowledge teaching. The design of those three series
gives consideration to both the topic unit and the order of language points,
skillfully deals with the difficult problem between topics and language points and
the problem of “dancing with fetters”, which has been restricting the elementary
teaching materials for a long time. Lower Intermediate and Intermediate contain
language knowledge in texts and exercises to ensure that learners can

understand and apply the knowledge through planned practice and activity.



Road to Success follows and practises the basic principles of second
language teaching, carefully designs and deals with the relationship between
language knowledge and language skills, helping learners master knowledge
through skill training, improving the skill level by learning knowledge and
language skills and in the end achieve the goal of comprehensively improving

the communicative competence in Chinese.

4. Language and Culture

Road to Success is not only language resources but also a cultural medium.
The compilers pursue the maximization of cultural content in selecting texts and
compiling the teaching materials. Throughout the whole set of teaching materials,
there exists a complete cultural chain — “phenomenon of culture — connotation
of culture — understanding of culture”. For example, with limited language
materials of elementary Chinese, Threshold, Lower Elementary, Elementary and
Upper Elementary exhibit as many language points as possible to help learners
naturally experience and comprehend the phenomenon of Chinese culture while
learning the language. When selecting and modifying the texts of Lower
Intermediate and Intermediate, the compilers give special attention to providing
learners with rich and colorful cultural contents. Lower Advanced and Advanced
are particular about selecting texts and ensure that the passages are both
superior in content and paragons of a kind. The exploitation of understanding of
culture can help advanced learners build a platform to explore the deep
connotation of Chinese culture.

Different from the textbooks simply teaching culture, Road to Success
contains cultural contents in language learning. Language learning and

understanding of culture bring out the best in each other.

5. Two-Dimension and Multi-Dimension

Road to Success constructs a“teaching field” by means of modern science and
techology, where the two-dimensional plane agrees with the multi-dimensional
solidly. The development and use of the multimedia courseware make up for the
limitations of traditional paper teaching materials. It is visual and vivid and can
enhance teachers’ ability to adjust and control the teaching materials as well.
For example, the flashing of new words, reconstruction of sentences and
recurrence of backgrounds make the teaching process more effective. The

multimedia courseware of Road to Success extends the contents of the teaching
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materials as far as after-class, expanding teaching space and forming a broad
“teaching field”, where teachers can fully display their talents.

In addition, the integrated teaching design and teaching ideas in the
multimedia courseware of Road to Success are also teaching plans that are worth

referring to.

4 Conclusion

On the one hand language teaching can be boring and on the other it also can
be fascinating. For those two results, teachers and teaching materials are the
main reasons.

I hope that Road to Success can bring brilliance to learners.

Chief Editor: Qiu Jun
June, 2008
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To Students

Thank you for using “Road to Success: Upper Elementary”! You will further im-
prove your Chinese skills after learning this book if you have already learned the
fundamental Chinese grammar and about 1200 commonly used words.

“Road to Success: Upper Elementary” consists of three books. There are alto-
gether 36 lessons in 9 units. It involves many aspects, such as traditional Chinese
culture, phenomena in contemporary Chinese society, emotional life of Chinese people
and foreign students’ life in China. In this way, you can not only further develop your
Chinese language skills, but also have a better understanding of Chinese culture and
Chinese society.

The explanations of language points are often illustrated with simple and humor-
ous pictures in this textbook, which can help you clearly and accurately understand
the meanings and usages of the language points.

As an important part of this textbook, the practical and diverse exercises in this
textbook, can develop your listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in an inte-
grated way and thus gradually cultivate your ability to express your ideas in para-
graphs.

You can easily learn about 1500 words after studying this book. So, you will
have a total vocabulary of over 2000 Chinese words. Then, you can not only commu-
nicate with Chinese in your daily life, but also can express your thoughts in simple
Chinese.

It is certain that you will enjoy the diverse and interesting materials and further

develop your Chinese level.

Compilers: Mu Shirong Zhang Hui
July, 2008
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