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Love is a gift that takes a lifetime to un-
wrap. Just when we think we've figured it out, we
discover something new that changes everything. As
we grow older and more willing to live in the pre-
sent—without feeling trapped by the past or worried
about the future—we realize this gift has many dimen-
sions. There’s a sensual side; an affectionate and ro-
manfic side; a compassionate and tender side: a
funloving, surprising side; a strategic, problem-solving
side; and a practical side; just to name a few. The
gift of love has many components.
Al lifelong, intimate relationships are built
on the promise to be a giver of this gift. The
mystery is that the more love we give,
the more we have to give—the supply
continues to grow, unendingly. We
receive love even when we
don't deserve it. When the
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doors are closed and the lights are off, we all
have our share of undesirable habits and quirky se-
crets. Lifelong love, grace-love, what the Bible calls
agape love, is the gift of seeing the best in each other,
regardless.

This kind of love is rare, and we must experience
it before we can give it.

This gift of love refuses to label or limit others. It
inspires and encourages and lifts others, whether
we feel like it or not. Instead of controlling and
dominating a lover, it finds ways to see the
good and bring out the best in spite of the
circumstances.

This may sound unrealistic. It is, to
those who have not experienced it.
To Christians, however, it is a
reflection of God's love.
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