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Preface by the President of the International Olymplic Committee
Jacques ROGGE

In 1986, the IOC was able to publish for the first fime a comprehansive collection of the writings on
sparts matters by Pierre de Coubertin (1863-1937). In 2000, ahead of the Olymplc Games in Sydnay,
a selection of Pierre de Coubertin' writings on Olympic topics was published in English.

Both of these publications have since baen used all over the world as a source of inspiration an the
Olympic ideas and their interpretation.

| am delighted that the Intemational Pierre de Coubertin Committee under its Chairman, Professor
Narbert Milller - with the support of Professar Hal Ren, Director of the Centre lor Olympic Studies at
Beijing Sports University — has taken the iniliative to have the mast impartant documents and
spaeches by Pierre de Coubertin on Olympism and the Olympic Games transiated into Chinese.
These will appear just ahead of the Olympic Games in Bailing as a source text for Chinese readers.

The texts selected cover the whole craative paricd of the founder of the modern Games, from 1892
until the year of his death in 1937, Amang other things, the source volume contains texts on his
visions, interpretation of the Olympic ideas, key momaents in Otymple histery and some important
educational messages.

The latter contain Coubertin's legacy, namely thal Olympism should olfer the world educational
guidelines after his death to train the bodies and minds of all individuals as a single unit. The objective
of “Olympic education for &ll", keenly pursued by the 10C and the intemational Piarre de Coubsrtin
Committes, an 10C-recognised arganisation, will be greatly furthered by this latest publication,

| wigh and hope that with this first Chinese Edition of Selected Olympic Writings of Pierre de
Caubartin, the ideas and achisvemenis of this great man will reach more of the Chinese population,
and that as many students, journalists and sports leaders as possible, togather with anyone else in
China who i interasted, can benadit from them well beyond the 2008 Olympic Games.

C g g

Jacquas ROGGE
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