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PREFACE

Xinjiang, called the west regions in ancient times, is historically a juncture
of communication between the east and west. Since ancient times,
here has been a place of confluence for multiple civilizations and
cultures, thus the unique geographical position shaped its distinctive
development history. As early as 60 years A.D, the west regions were
unified during the Han Dynasty. Chinese documents became the earliest
and most important written document about the history of the west
regions..

However, the photographic record about the history of Xinjiang was
made by the western adventurers equipped with camera apparatus,
who came into Xinjiang in the late 19th century, or in the late Qing
Dynasty, when isolated conservative frontier humane society attracted
their strong interest either out of their understanding and research of
Xinjiang, or out of their planned accumulation of raw material or out of
their individual curiosity. They repeatedly held up the lens to leave one
picture after another. Later on, quite a few Chinese made use of their

shooting skill and shabby apparatus to join their shooting rank. The

* pictures shot during different periods strung up a centennial course.




The value of historical data of photos in different periods has being regarded day by
day by scholars.A good historical photo often makes us gaze at and appreciate it for a
long time, experiencing its visional impact and thinking convulsion with our minds
immersed in it. One of our works for recent years is to collect historical photos concerning
our research field and get them exhibited to the public. To collect and study as well as
show the historical photos of Xinjiang is one important aspect of the work. Footprints of
the Century: Photo Show in Retrospection of Centenary Xinjiang is a task planned and
implemented three years ago, which was originally programmed to exhibit in the 50t
anniversary of the founding of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, by which various
peoples of Xinjiang can retrospect their own history and understand the hard-won phase
of present stability and prosperity. Simply for the photos’ incompleteness, it has to be
postponed for half year later till June 16,2006, when the 16" national book exhibition will
be held in Urumgqi. In virtue of the national-scale activity of frontier culture, Footprints of
the Century: Photo Show in Retrospection of Centenary Xinjiang, which will make the
book exhibition more unique and full of cultural connotation with its rich contents of
history, is going to be conducted.

At the same time, we compiled the album Centenary Xinjiang and get it published,
thinking of these precious photos worth collecting and coming-down. We are just in the
initial phrase to collect and study the historical photos of Xinjiang, the over 300 photos
compiled in the album are only less tenth of our collection. Moreover, there are more
photos about Xinjiang history scattered in and abroad, which we should gather and
research. Therefore, this album is the first volume of the serial Collection of Historical
Photos of Xinjiang, the others will be published in succession.

Li Sheng
May 20,2006
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The multiple national composition, diverse cultural features and historical pattern of
multiple —religion coexistence are the source of confluence for both east and west civi-

lizations and also a major reason for drawing western adventurers to probe into

Xinjiang's historical connotation with lens.
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[. Multi-national compact habitation features Xinjiang’s historical national development. In pre-historical period, the ancient
races active in the territory of Xinjiang included both Europeans and Mongolians as well as a mixed type of the both races.
Such a mixed-race distribution is an inevitable result from particular geographical position and also a foundation laid for the

pattern of multi-national distribution in Xinjiang. The western adventurers shot many pictures of figures of various peoples in

Turpan, Hami, Kashgar, Aksu and Yili, which have become valuable data to learn our forefathers
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(HEE) AP 7T 1907 4
Uygur farmers of Alatam village in Hami
By Aurel Stein (U.K.) in 1907




HiIZ @
H T 1907 4
Villagers of Keping County in Aksu
By Aurel Stein (U.K.) in 1907
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@ 5. wtaEmssite
(&) KA T 19074
Villagers of the Ancient Jiaohe City in Turpan
By Aurel Stein (U.K.) in 1907

(F2) BkR H#F 1907 4
Two women of Han people in Hami
By G. Mannerheim (Finland) in 1907

Q 5 HEAKZBHIIR
() HRH A #7T 1906 4
Lop Nur villagers in Miran, Ruogiang County
By Aurel Stein (U.K.) in 1906
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6. GitEmgfRsaicte @
(ZE[H) WA #T 1907 4F
Kirgiz villagers in Ush County

By Aurel Stein (U.K.) in 1907

7. BIHERTAAHR @)
(H15) WP FET 1906 4F
Villagers in Taxkorgan County

By Aurel Stein (U.K.) in 1906
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Uygur villagers in south Xinjiang
By G. Mannerheim (Finland) in 1906



