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Abstract

In recent years, the problem of urban poverty has become more and
more serious in China. To research on this problem and help to solve it
has become one of the most important tasks in China’s effort to build a
harmonious society. Most of the research on urban poverty in China has
been done from the macro perspective of China’s economic transformation
and in the context of xiagang and unemployment, with many studies aimed
instrumentally at formulating countermeasures to perfect the minimum
protection system, while in-depth and more detailed research aimed at a
good grasp of the actual life situation of the urban poor and the social field
associated with it, and of the social structural characteristics of urban
poverty in China is still quite inadequate.

With the network of economic support for the urban poor as a point
of departure, this study introduces the method of network analysis to the
study of poverty. With the poor of Harbin and Shenyang as the
population, multi-staged random sampling was used to determine a sample
of 443 individuals. The confidence level of inferences about the
population based on such a sample is 95% . Data were collected using a
combination of survey with a questionnaire at the respondent’ home and
structured interview. Based on these, this study attempts at a detailed
and in-depth study of issues such as the state of the economic life of urban
poor families, characteristics and functions of their economic support
networks, and the extent to which these affect the degree of their poverty
from the perspective of the structure of social networks.
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. From the survey conducted for this study, it is discovered that
women are greatly overrepresented among the urban poor; that 42.5% of
the urban poor live in broken families; that 39.7% of them do not have
capacity for work; that most of the urban poor have educational attainment
of junior high school or lower; that individuals who are never-employed,
off-job, and unemployed make up the bulk of the urban poor; that the
40 ~ 50 cohort is the mode in the age distribution of the urban poor; and
that 1/3 of the urban poor experience primary poverty while 2/3
experience secondary poverty. In terms of the state of the economic life,
these poor families have a per capita monthly income of 153.4 yuan, and
51.1% of the families are indebted. Health care and education are the
largest expenditure items for poor urban families and the most important
cause for their indebtedness. Compared with the nation’s general
population, poor families fall far short in the ownership of consumer
durables, while the amount of their living space does not differ much from
the national average.

The economic support networks of the urban poor are characterized
by small size, a high degree of homogeneity, and being made up of mostly
strong ties. Results from cluster analysis show that there are 5 types of
economic support networks for the urban poor, namely, parents-children
network, siblings network, network of other relations, network of
neighbors, and network of friends. Of the members of the economic
support networks of the urban poor, the proportion of siblings is the
largest. The economic support network of the urban poor serves to help
them make ends meet, to meet the need for non-regular expenditures,
and to make up for the insufficiency in articles for daily use. These
functions of the network are not enough to alter their state of poverty, but
merely exert a damping effect slowing down their fall into poverty.



A comparison of the states of the economic life of the parent and 2
child generations shows that intergenerational homogeneity has appeared
among the urban poor. The urban poor are highly homogenous with their
parents or children in terms of educational attainment and the occupational
strata of their jobs. These characteristics, together with the delayed effect
of the maladies of the old jieban system (the system where by the parent’s
work unit is expected to arrange for at least one of his/her children to
work in the same work unit), have led to intergenerational transmission of
utban poverty in China.

The poverty-gap method intemationally used to measure poverty at
the micro-level and Engel’s Law are shown to be invalid when applied to
the measuring of poverty among the urban poor in China. From a total of
30 variables covering income, total indebtedness, expenditure, housing,
and consumer durables that are possibly related to the poverty extent of
the families, screening using criterion validity test is performed, yielding
13 valid indices for measuring the extent of poverty, which are then
aggregated into one index for poverty. Multiple linear regression is used to
identify factors affecting the extent! of poverty of poor families, with the
score for poverty as the dependent variable and personal factors, family
factors, parental factors, child factors, and factors related to the
economic support network as independent variables. Results of the
regression show that personal factors and factors related to the economic
support network have the least effect on the extent of poverty of a family .
For the middle-aged and elderly poor, children factors have the greatest
effect on the extent of poverty of the family; while for the middle-aged
and young poor, parents factors have the greatest effect. However, the
factors selected for this study explain only about 30% of poverty. That
means personal factors did not play an important role in the process of
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** people falling into poverty. Exploring the causes of urban poverty from a
sociological perspective is a topic worth further pursuing in the future.
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