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The opportunity to speak is the biggest deterrent to the prog-
ress of Chinese students’ oral English. While the best method is to
travel abroad to an English-speaking country and be immersed in
the language and culture, many students do not have the means
and ability to do so. And yet, many oral-English books available
for students only prepare them for speaking situations abroad. In
fact, the best opportunity for students to practice their oral skills is
speaking with foreigners in China. The increasing number of for-
eigners in China offers students more opportunities to speak Eng-
lish and learn about foreign culture. Indeed, even though some
foreigners may not be native English speakers themselves, English
is most commonly used to speak since it is the international lan-
guage in business practice. Many Chinese students are no doubt
aware of this priceless opportunity, as evidenced by the need for
language exchange partners. Yet, many of them do not success-
fully find such a suitable foreign partner or friend. This may seem
somewhat puzzling since many foreigners, themselves, would like
to meet Chinese friends and learn from them about Chinese lan-
guage and culture. The foreigners in China have immediate needs
themselves, in terms of adapting to the environment and learning
local customs, all of which could be easily remedied with the help
of a Chinese friend.




The roadblock to creating such mutually beneficial exchanges
has to with differences, not simply with language and culture, but
more particularly with interpersonal communication styles and cul-
tural empathy. For example, while foreigners are considered more
direct in terms of communication style, this is not always true.
Foreigners find it uncomfortably direct when Chinese students tell
them straightforwardly that they want to become friends with
them. “I want to make friends with you” is a common phrase for-
eigners hear, and even though they may want to make friends,
this sounds too direct and foreigners usually distance themselves
from such people. A friendship, in a foreigner’s mind, must not
be so aggressively sought after, especially among strangers. In-
stead, it must come naturally as a result of “good chemistry” be-
tween two people. Furthermore, such a direct request sounds one-
sided. There must be a sense of mutual respect and interest in or-
der for a true friendship to blossom. Lastly, an understanding or
an appreciation to understand foreign cultures is necessary to create
a warm and friendly atmosphere.

With these real-life conditions in mind, this book has been
designed to prepare students to speak with foreigners in China.
Practical Conversations

Based on an investigative survey on the most common con-
versation topics between foreigners and Chinese in China, this
book outlines by chapters all the various practical situations that
a student may come across. Within each chapter, an example
conversation is given, based on a true conversation between the



author (D) and a real student in Beijing(C). In the conversa-
tion, both the incorrect speech of the student and the corrected

speech, as it would be said in native English, are provided as a
comparison. The reader can thus see both common oral English
mistakes, as he or she might have made, and the corrected version
as would have been said by a native speaker. And these conversa-
tions have been translated into Chinese, in order for the reader to
grasp the complete meaning.
Learning from Mistakes

Immediately after the conversation, there are a few teacher
comments on selected mistakes, as footnoted within the conversa-
tion. These comments highligflt some common errors that had
been made in the conversation and that could be made in other
scenarios. ;
Introduction of Idiomatic Expressions

After the teacher comments, the reader are introduced to a
couple idiomatic expressions that can be incorporated in similar sit-
uations. These popular and native expressions are explained and
their use is further illustrated through mini dialogues.
Reinforcement Through Exercises

Finally, at the end of each chapter, there are two types of ex-
ercises that help reinforce the reader’s learning. One set of ques-
tions is based on listening comprehension of the conversation, in
which readers are prompted to speak out their response. In addi-
tion, there are guided free talks in which the reader along with a
classmate can elaborate on the conversation topic or related topics,



based on given scenarios and prepared vocabulary that gives
students ideas of what to say.

In all, the book offers students a complete immersion into the
practice of speaking English with foreigners in China. A thorough
study of the book will enable students with the skills and confi-
dence that are necessary to confront the most practical situations
when dealing with foreigners. Through this comprehensive meth-
od, students may feel rest assured that they have done their best in
their preparation to capitalize on any opportunity to speak English
in China, thereby improving their oral English while building last-
ing friendships. |

The quote “Practice does not make perfect. Only perfect
practice makes perfect. ” comes from the great American football
coach Vince Lombardi, who was legendary for his coaching suc-
cess and motivational philosophy. It captures the attitude you need
to achieve your success. Your success is in your hands.

Good luck!

David A. Barrutia
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