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Taiyuan city, the capital of Shanxi Province, was originally called the State of Jinyang and
Bingzhou in different times. It is a beautiful city with long history located in mid course of the Yellow
River and within the range between two mountains of Taihang and Lvliang with the Fen River flowing
rippled across it.

Jin Ci,a temple structure, is situated southwest of Taiyuan 25 km to the city at foot of Xuanweng
Mountain, one of the sources of Jin River with elevation of 780 m. There was a popular saying in Jin
Dynasty says "Jinyang is the best place in Shanxi whereas Jin Ci is the center of Jinyang". You can see that
waters are surrounding hills here and so many sky-rise trees creating a mild climate. The whole temple
structure consists of about hundred halls, pavilions, gloriettes, stages and bridges scattering or hiddening
in the shadows of trees and behind the springs. It is an ancient garden structure with natural and beauti-
ful scenery and rich cultural relics. As the creation of ancient local people with their hard works and
intelligence, the relics are important with high value on research about the traditional Chinese culture,
ancient temples and gardens, architectures and statues, monuments and scriptures. The Jin Ci is officially
listed as the relic protection unit in national level and is one of the famous tourist attractions in China.

It was originally built in name of Tangshuyu Temple to memory of Mr. Tangshuyu, one of the founders
of Jin Kingdom. The history can be traced back to the 1rth century BC in the West Zhou Period. Histo-
rian Mr. Sima Qian of Han Dynasty recorded in detail in the volume History Records Fin Events with a
story about how Mr. Tangshuyu had been assigned the marquis of Tang by his elder brother,
Zhouchengwang, the King of West Zhou Dynasty. It says, since Zhouchengwang got enthronement
when very young, his uncle Dan acted to govern the state affairs. One day, when Zhouchengwang played
game with his brother Shu Yu in yard, he picked up a leaf of phoenix tree, cuts it into a shape of Order of
King and said to his brother: " I give you this Order and assign you the marquis." The historic recording
officer then requests Zhouchengwang to choose a good day for official assigning ceremony when he heard
what his King had said. Zhouchengwang replied: " we are playing games and I am joking." " There should
be no jokes for Kings. Your words have been recorded in my book already: Be a beloved king, you 'd better
do what you say" So, Shuyu was finally assigned to Tang Kingdom as the marquis there. After coming to
his place, Shu Yu governed the kingdom with very hard works and great care, developing agriculture and
building irrigation facilities with use of the spring, to make his people living happy and rich. This peaceful

life had been lasting for about 700 years. After Shu Yu died, his son changed the name of state from Tang



to Jin, because of having the Jin River in his territory. To memory Shuyu, the later generation of the

kingdom renamed the temple as Jin Ci .

The beauty of Jin Ci actually is by its mountain, trees and
waters.

The mountain here is like a long and strong protection barrier to have the temple embraced. In
spring, golden colored flowers are everywhere giving off the nice and sweet scents. In autumn, all trees
and grasses are quiet. Sky is high and blue, and waters are so clear. Actually whenever you come for hiking,
climbing mountain , sitting in pavilions, or exploring in caves you shall certainly enjoy your time here.

The trees here are old but still vigorously growing. There are two old trees with fairy style, one called
Cypress of Zhou (dynasty) and other called Pagoda tree of Sui (dynasty). There are also many other big
trees including pines and willows having grown through centuries. The old trees make visitors recall the
ancient time and life.

Clear waters are almost everywhere in Jin Ci flowing in zigzag, quietly and shiningly, underneath the
bridges, inside pavilions, along roads, in forests and even on the surface of rocks. Where come out such
many nice and clear waters, having big sounds of flow without sources? Golden fishes are swimming in the
wavy and green jade-like waters with grasses growing and swinging in and lotus floating on surface. The
long stone fences and their inverted reflections are just like lines of jade belts spreading into anywhere of
the whole garden. No wonder when coming to Jin Ci ,Mr. Li Bai, the famous Chinese poet praised it as
"The clear waters in Jin Ci are like green jade; the wavy water with flowers and grasses floating are just
like big and beautiful dragons."

However, the most beautiful thing in Jin Ci should be the historical heritages .

Jin Ci is regarded the "Treasure Box of Ancient Chinese
Architectures" in China.

The Sacred Lady Hall is the principal building of the whole temple structure built for memorial of
the mother of Tangshuyu in period of 1023—1032(the years of Tian Sheng,Song Dynasty)and rebuilt in 1102
in Song Dynasty . The hall of 19 meters high, is backed by the Xuan Weng Mountain, facing the Fish-pond

with two springs at left and right. It is the carliest structure such kind still preserved nowadays in China.



The Fish-pond & Flying-corridors, as the second of the major structures here, lies between the
Sacred Lady Hall and the Sacrificial Hall. The Fish-pond is a square shape with fishes and lotuses in and
the second largest water source in Jin River. The whole structure has 34 small octagonal pillars, on the top
of which is a system of brackets on crossbeams supporting the surface of the bridges in the form of a cross.
On stone fences of the bridges, figures and poems are engraved,adding extra literal beauties to the
environment.

The third structure is the Sacrifice Hall built in 1168 in Jin Dynasty for the purpose as the name
referred. The building is well structured in strong and comfortable manner with good day-lighting.

There are still something more in Jin Ci, such as the Water Mirror Stage,the Fairies Dating Bridge,
the Iron-men's Stage, the Clock Tower,the Drum Tower in central line;In north, there are buildings like
Wen Chang Palace,Dong Yue Temple,Hao Tian Temple,Tang Shu Yu Temple, Kiosk of Three Stages ,
Chao Yang Cave ;and in south,there are buildings like Water Mother Tower, the Nan Lao (Endlessly flow)
Spring Kiosk,the Temple of Three Saints, the Jinxi Library School, the Feng Sheng Temple, Pagoda for

storing cremated remains of monks.All of these have formed a cluster of structures with different cultures.

Jin Ci does possess some best things with unique
characteristics.

One is the Song Dynasty Statue , the 42 colored clay statues in the Sacred Lady Hall. These are
very valuable art relics in China. Especially the 33 of them, all are with individual identity and
beautiful, well developed, in different age-bands and personalities, standing in different postures
and thinking differently. In 1954, Mr. Liu Kaiqu, the Chinese master for sculpture, sighed with
exclamation in front of the statues, " This society of humanity makes me really impressed and
emotional, feeling as if having entered a world of beauties." The most surprising thing is the big
contrast of the lady statues and the four iron-cast warriors of Song Dynasty standing nearby. The
ladies are so charming and elegant, whereas the warriors so mighty and strong. People cannot help
imagining that how the unknown ancient artists had done the works so skillfully and dialectically
in this coincidence with the aesthetic perception.

Another is the cypress tree called Zhou Cypress ,18 meters high and 5.6 meters of diameter of trunk,

from the West Zhou Dynasty of 3000 years ago. Inclining to south, the tree looks like a dragon in sleep.



This gives another name to the tree as the Dragon Cypress. The Song Dynasty poet Mr. Ouyang Xiu
wrote about the tree: " The Cypress and its eternal life, spiritually looking after the land and other living
things." Thousands of years gone by, the old tree still growing in flourish becomes the evidence of the
long history of Jin Ci.

The third is the Nan Lao (Endlessly flow)Spring. About the spring there is a beautiful and moving
story. Long long ago, a family had a black-hearted mother and a child bride whose husband working far
away home. Everyday, the young girl had to walk many miles to carry drinking water with two buckets to
home from a water spot behind a big mountain. The mother-in-law would ridiculously only accept the
water of the front bucket and pour away the other. To fill up the big container, the girl had to work very
hard on and on without breaks. God being moved with great compassion dispatched an angel to the girl.
The angel changed herself to a horseman and stopped the girl on her way home. The horseman asked,
"Could my horse drink some of your water, please?" "Yes, of course." Answered the girl. "Would you mind
if my horse only drink from the front bucket?" the angel asked again. "No. Go ahead, please." The girl
said. After the horse drinking, the horseman said to the girl, "To compensate for your water, I give you
my horsewhip. Put it in your water container, then there shall be water in all the time. From now on, you
should no longer work so hard like this. However, do not tell anybody about it. " The girl accepted the
horsewhip and put it in container. Yes, like the horseman said, water comed up and the level could be
adjusted with floating down and up of the whip-handle. She was so happy and allowed villagers to share
the water. One day, when the girl went back to her own mother's home, the ill-hearted mother-in-law got
so angry to see villagers taking water from the container that she took the whip out. Water was suddenly
full up and flowed out and no one knew how to stop the water flow. Soon the water became flooding and
submerged some houses and land. The girl when having heard of the disaster rushed to home and found
that the horsewhip had been washed away by flood. To stop the water flow, she could do nothing else but
jump into the container. The flood was fially stopped but the girl became a stone statue with a small
stream still flowing underneath the container. The stream was later on called Nan Lao Spring.

In fact, the spring flows out of the faultage of Xuan Weng Mountain. Joining with other source
waters from the Fish-pond and the Shan Li Spring ,the three have integrated into the Jin River which not
only is the beautiful scenery of Jin Ci but irrigates farmland in the area.

Since the thousands of years, Jin Ci with its long history and unique scenery has attracted countless



visitors including scholars, poets and even the monarch members and military generals. In 646 , The Tang
Dynasty Emperor (Tai Zong) when returning from the punitive battle to Korea and passing by Jin Ci
revisited Jin Ci together with his ministers and generals. It made him recall Tang Shu Yu who blessed him
and his Dynasty in Jin Ci and the time when started his uprising in Jinyang. Therefore, he immediately
wrote the inscription and engraved it on the monument reflecting his late time political thoughts with his
marvelous calligraphy. It is highly valued by later generations as the masterpiece next only to the Lan Ting
Xu written by Mr. Wang Xizhi.

Professor Lin Huiyin from Qinghua University commented like this," Jin Ci is not an ordinary temple,
but like a king's palace; the structure is very open but with depth. Actually it is more like an imperial
garden enlarged with grand halls and pavilions surrounding by old trees and streams."

Since the founding of the People's Republic of China, Jin Ci has changed a lot. In March 1961, the
State Council had officially listed Jin Ci as the state level historical relic for protection. In recent years,
Memorial Hall of Fu Shan also has been built in Jin Ci to introduce to public about Mr. Fu Shan, exhibit
his works for patriotic education.

In 1990, in Jin Ci area, Dong Shou Ping Art Gallery was built for specially collecting and exhibiting
the Chinese Painting Master's works.

The Jinxi Library School, the Ming Dynasty minister Wang Qiong Temple, the Zi Qiao Temple were
rebuilt respectively in 1993. The Taiyuan Hall has become the place for Wang families for their roots
research and sacrifice their ancestors.

This is Jin Ci that really cares about her historical cultural treasures and beautiful environment like
a soulful mother . Sincerely wishing that you shall have a nice impression on its poem like culture and

pictorial scenes. Wishing the pearlescent attraction of China be more shining and brilliant.

Notes:

(1) Ci, means temple in Chinese language.
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