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Da Weng Preface

Yongjia is little known to people, but Wang Xizhi the renowned calligrapher
in Jin Dynasty was the prefect here, it was governed by Xie Lingyun the

famous poet in Tang Dynasty, most members of the Yongjia School which was
well known in Song Dynasty knew this place. Yongjia with a long history, and
governed Taizhou to the east, Lishui to the west boundary in the ancient time.
That is to say today’s Wenzhou, Leqing were in the terrotory of Yongjia, as
time going,, Yongjia is one district of Wenzhou, hence, a lot Wenzhou

people know this.

Nanxi Riverin Yongjia is well known to the South of China. Xie Lingyun
boasted the beauty of Yongjia in his poet when he described the three
hundred li Nanxi River. Hundreds of thousands years, Nanxi River is the
mother river of Yongjia people, where I played games and had fun when I

was young.

As a teenager, I lived in a village called Yayi near Nanxi River. The
finely craved murals, somber Buddha statue, interesting traditional
painting pictures in the Village temple have always come into my minds.
Whenever I talk about my childhood stories, earning money at 7 —year—old
and paying for tuition by myself, friends are always surprised. Even since being
a teenage, | am quite independent with my own ideas. As a school boy, I loved
visiting the book shop in the town and bought many picture —story books, like
Fengshen Yanyi, Journey to the west, Romance of the Three Kingdoms, Herores of the

Marshes, etc.. From reading these picture —story books, I gradually grew interests in drawings. And in some sense, these
books acted as my drawing teacher. As for calligraphy, I started to imitate Mr. Ye Shentao’s calligraphy book firstly, then
learn Yan style. After school time, I always took out the picture—story books reading and imitating whenever I am available.
Well, I began searching Chinese paining books as these picture—story books could not satisfy my learning anymore. There

were not plenty painting books in the bookshops at that time. Jienzi Yuan was the solely professional one.  was thrilled when [



bought Jiezi Yuan. I was so fond of it that I always took it out reading and
imitating. After practices for a while, I mastered some skills for Chinese
paintings and get known calligraphy’s funs and myths. I often went to the river {ﬁﬁ
bank after working at farm fields. While watching patches of reed swaying in &zi
the breeze along the river bank, I took rests there and enjoyed myself. People

view reeds as weeds, or crops while I view them as a life, a living spirits made by |
nature just as human beings. Touching and feeling these lives, I put these reeds |
in my drawings and add several birds, a poem. A beautiful drawing came out. I

would watch and enjoy my own drawings with great joys. Drawing is one of my f

borne talents.

Crazy about art, I dropped out and became an apprentice, and learnt mud—sculpture, lacquer
paiting and pottery painting from folk artists. I have learnt the figuring of Buddist, the lining of wall painting.The color usage, folk artists have
their own techniques, therefore, every brush, every paint, | have the same traits as [ learnt. After I learnt all from my teachers, I dropped art and
left hometown. To make a living and make my dreams come true, I had been outside for decades. I lived in Luoyang for fifteen years. I didnt
mean to live in Luoyang for long time, however I was destined to be there.As I was obssessed about art, I fortunately learnt from Mr. Li Jinxue, a
very famous calligrapher, under his instruction, I had a deep command of the thought of North Wei Perioud calligraphic art and its techniques. I
was greatly impressed on the limitless freedom and controlling atmospher of North Wei Perioud, which were highly taken as the windflag in my
soul, the prediment of my art. From then on, I began to respect and admire Chinese culture and art. That’s why I am in the mood of freedom,

frankliness and doing what I want to do.Later on, I got aquaited with my senior schoolfellow Huang Junhe,

IR

junior schoolfellow Zhao Xiangjie, and also made good friends with Li Jianye(chief director of Zhang Hai
Art Mesume), Li Jianjie(director of Exhibition Department in Luoyang Gallery). Famous sculpturer Mr.
BiKezhi, Peer Zhang Yachen, and Mr. Li Tongchao, they designed a lot of stamps. More than a decade in
Luoyang, I got toghther with my senior schoolfellows now and then,they all treated me as brothers. I
learnt alot from them which couldn’t be learnt from teachers. As well as the care and instruction from my
teacher and the Paiting Association. Among us schoolfellows, my teacher is quite fond of me, because [
talked frankly, did as what I like, and would like to tell truth about art, therefore, unavoidable I offended

others often,my teacher gave me instructions a lot. Being with my teacher more than ten years, | didnt

become as modest and honest as my teacher, still do what I like.

R A



In order to pursue the high art of paiting, I left Luoyang for Xi“an, but my mind still
lingered the perioud I got the most instruction and the place I obtained the most
knowledge. Therefore, it is disparable with Luoyang that | got a command of solid

foundation of painting. I love her—the ancient capital Luoyang, the kingdom of peony.

For years I insisted my hobby of buying books and reading. Probably, the mother
river Nanxi River gives me the inspriation to love writing poets. For instance, we like
to watch the TV series Xiao Ao Jiang Hu which ends up with failure, then I wrote a
poet:" A piece of leaf can tell the autume coming, the wildness can tell it bloomed, a
piece of music article can tell a concert, a broke chess ends by a solider". When |
passed Tang Dynasty poet Li He’s house, L had a poet:" Yiyang has good wine and it 's a
resource rich place, Li He’s house was few plants and flowers planted around, the
talented poet at that time has been the history, only the dew on bamboo around the
tomb humilates clothes" My Peer Huang Y uezu, Zhang Benjin, Liu Zili asked me how
was my feeling back to Guangzhou from Xi‘an, I replied them with a poet which had
been given to two good friends Pan Jiansheng & Jin Ou with whom I grew up together,
the poem is: When Zhang Jianjie and Wu Fei asked me this question, I replied with
the same poem. Whereas, before I left Xi“an, two stamps and were worthy to memorize.
One year, under my classmate Li Yi’s accompany, I visited my hometown and Nanxi
River, and drew a painting "Fish Joy" with a poem: When I visited Putuo Shan, I had
two sentences: When climbing Hua Mountain, [ had: I dont have stable living place,
so my teacher alway said I am "Flying Pigeon"brand. I consider myself as a migratory
bird, fly everywhere. I would like to visit places of interest, bookstores, antique streets

and exchanging ideas with friends. In my opinion, exchanging ideas is a kind of

learning, as well as a big knowledge, we could learn a lot things beyond art when
chatting.] was deeply impressed on the Fifth Middle —age and Youth Painting
Exhibition and was invited by Xie Yun (ex—secretory general). I attended this exhibition, among thousands of visitors, I heard accent of my
hometown. I came over and introduced myself as a calligraphy lover. My folk fellow is the leader of Wenzhou Calligraphy Association, born
in Yongjia, named Wang Guoqiang. I was quite excited, away from hometown for more than ten years, this was the first time [ met such a team

who loved calligraphy so much from my hometown.From then on, once I have time to go back to hometown, I would visit Wang Guogiang and



talked with him. Another friend who is worthy to mention, Chen Zhongzhe, living in

Beijing now, he has the highest degree amony our generation, he studied in Japan.

Every time I talked with him, I could learn alot from him.

How time flies! As an excellent, outstanding artist, it is not easy to have one’s own
collection of paintings, a collection book would be remembered or would be nothing.

I remembered I visited Yanhuang Art Mesume, and watched the documentary of
Huang Zhou ——people’s artist. Even when he was seriously illed, he still had the
brushes at hand, his achievements are great. His spirit of dedication makes me
touched. Working on it and making sacrifice for it, it means that. I have taken part in

the Sino —Japah Culture Exchange Activity, my Japanese fellow presented me a

message" Paiting Tao", Strait Cluture Exchange, Taiwan artist express his mind to me by
"Painting Tao". "Tao" in other word is natural rule. Calligraphy and painting Tao is the
same language of our nation, such as: Xu Wei, Ba Da Shan Ren, Mei Qing, Shi Tao, Shi Xi,
Zheng Banqgiao, Wu Changshuo, Qi Baishi, Huang Baohong, Pan Tianshou. They dedicated for "

Tao", how we study "Tao", how we go on our way...
y g y

Da Weng at Yushou Tang Guangzhou
2007.07.07
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